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SARAH:  My name is Sarah Kiefer.  Today is August 8, 2016, and I'm speaking with 
Maggie Mulhern, who is a resident—who was a resident of Ridgewood.  We’re 
recording this interview in the Bolger Heritage Center of the Ridgewood Public Library. 
 
Thank you so much for coming today, Maggie. 
 
MAGGIE:  Well, thank you for including me.  This is fun, I love that you’re doing this.  

What a great project. 

SARAH:   Well, it was great meeting you at the, at your time capsule back in—it was 

in June at the “Fifty Years After 1966.” 

MAGGIE:  The “Big Dig,” we’re referring to it.  And it was exactly 50 years from when 

we buried it.  We buried it at 6/6/66, which was kind of like an evil date, but the 

unearthing—which, it never was unearthed, but it became a great time for all of us to 

get together—was 6/6/16, so it was wonderful.   

SARAH:   Yeah.  Can you describe a little bit of your experience, I guess—your fellow 

classmates and the experience of doing it back then and then what it was like seeing 

them again 50 years later.   

MAGGIE:  It was a pretty scary time warp-- the men, very interesting, their faces were 
the same--not one woman had the same hair color as she had, obviously, 50 years ago.  
The men all had the same faces--different bodies, different hair—it was just a 
fascinating thing to see them and to see how much we’d changed.   
 
Other than physically, it was a very emotional event.  When we walked into the 
classroom--this was a classroom we were all in 50 years ago where we were all so 
happy and so excited about life and had so much to look forward to—and then to see 
one big huge guy just burst out in tears.  I don't know if you witnessed that--it was very 
interesting.  And when I asked people afterwards what it was like for them, it was just-- 
all of our hopes and dreams and our innocence in the sixth grade and what we've 



experienced in 50 years.   
 
For many of us, hopefully, it's been a lot of happiness, but there's also been tragedy and 
sadness, and to have our hopes and dreams either shattered or shared or actually have 
them realized, was pretty interesting.  It was amazing to be with them. 
 
SARAH:  Yeah, no, it was a great experience, and everybody spoke so highly--I forget 
the name of the teacher— 
 
MAGGIE:  DeFalco, Mr. DeFalco, Jerry DeFalco, and he was an inspiration to all of us. 
And if you ask about any of my teachers, he is really the only teacher I have vivid 
memories from, and I’m talking about through college.  There was one great college 
professor, but I only remember his first name—it was Marty.  So for this Jerry DeFalco 
to have had the impact on so many lives, that we are all willing to drop everything and 
come together 50 years later just to see what we buried, but more so to honor him.  
That says more about him, I think, than about anything. 
 
SARAH:  Can you describe a little bit what was there about him that made such an 
impact? Like, his teaching style or just his enthusiasm?   
 
MAGGIE:   He made us excited about coming to school every day, and, in retrospect, I 
think it was more his passion for the arts, and those are the things I remember.  I don't 
remember math, I don't remember history, I don't remember any of that.   I do 
remember dancing, and I remember plays, and I remember art.  He taught us how to 
play chess.  It was an exciting--you were excited about coming to class every morning, 
because—what, what are we going to do now?  One of the other students remembered 
making an apple pie.  We went out to pick the apples.   
 
It’s very interesting that you say that—it really has very little to do with this-- but I spoke 
to my daughter the other day, who is 26 years old and just starting her career and has a 
great job and makes a lot of money.  She got together with all of her friends and they 
were all talking about how—uh huh--we don't like working, we’re not passionate about 
what we’re doing.  And my daughter said to me, “Do you know anyone who is working 
and who’s passionate about what he or she does?”  And my answer is, anyone who's 
in the arts.  Anyone who is an artist, a dancer, or hairdresser-- that's the community I 
work with.  Those people are passionate about what they do, and that's what Jerry 
DeFalco did.  He allowed us to be passionate about something artistic. 
 
SARAH:  What was it like seeing the current class and being on stage and talking to 
them about, you know, about your experiences and to see them?   
 
MAGGIE:  They were adorable, and I think the questions were so interesting and they 
were fun for us, the questions.  For example, one kid said, “Was lacrosse invented 
back then?” and it was, it was just a funny thing to hear.  But we didn't have the 
programs that they have now.  Now they have all these great afterschool programs.  
We had to really dig for them, you know.  There was ballroom dance here and there, 



but we didn't have the organized sports that kids have now.  We kind of had to make 
our own fun or make our own classes back then. 
 
SARAH:  And speaking of “back then,” how did you come to live in Ridgewood and 
how long were you a resident? 
 
MAGGIE:  I was born in Valley Hospital, I was born in Ridgewood and raised in 
Ridgewood.  I am one of six kids. I am the fifth.  I have four older brothers, and my 
sister, who is younger, my sister and I were the only ones born in Ridgewood.  My 
parents raised the boys in New York, and when my mother was…she said, all right, this 
is just too much, we have to find more space.  And I asked her about this recently, my 
mother's 95 years old and totally fabulous, and I asked her, I said, “How did you pick 
Ridgewood?”  And she said, “I went to Greenwich, Connecticut and I liked that, and 
then I went to Ridgewood, New Jersey, and I picked Ridgewood because the downtown 
area had-- I preferred the downtown area, and when I saw Graydon Pool, I was sold.” 
Although Greenwich is lovely and it is--what a beautiful, beautiful town.  And she said, 
“I did not like that one way street.”  The main street is a one-way street, and it's all 
downhill, or uphill, depending on which way you’re coming, and she didn't like the hill 
factor, and there was no Graydon Pool.  So she was sold on Graydon Pool.    
 
Moved the whole family out here, and I think, at that time, she was pregnant with me 
and then--born in Valley and then my sister, shortly thereafter, was born in Valley. 
 
SARAH:   And do you have any fond memories of growing up in Ridgewood, 
downtown? 
 
MAGGIE:  Oh, my goodness, so-- downtown or just Ridgewood in general?    
 
SARAH:  Ridgewood, in general. 
 
MAGGIE:  Okay, many, many, many fond memories of Ridgewood, and this is 
something that's very different.  I grew up on Greenway Road, which is off Lincoln Ave. 
It’s in the old Country Club section--beautiful homes, just a beautiful, beautiful 
neighborhood.  And what was very exciting was that, again, we were the huge family. 
Every night when the weather was nice, nice, we would all go outside and play kickball, 
out on the street. We had a nice, bigger street area in front of us, and during the winter 
we would build—we used to have bigger snowstorms—I remember big, big 
snowstorms, and we would build forts and have snowball fights, and we built igloos--oh 
my goodness, it was so much fun. 
 
But it's funny to drive around the neighborhood now, and you don't see people outside,  
and that's a big change in 50 years.  I know kids don't go and hang out outside, 
whereas in the olden days--and I'm doing air quotes, “in the olden days”-- we were 
pushed outside and the parents would say, “Go play outside.”   
 
SARAH:  Yeah, that seems to be a trend across…. 



 
MAGGIE:   And there really wasn’t that much air-conditioning.  You would maybe 
have one air-conditioning unit and, again, with a huge family, you’re not gonna all like 
squeeze into the one room and surround the air conditioner.  It was great, playing 
outside and then going to Graydon Pool, was wonderful.  Graydon Pool was wonderful. 
 
SARAH:  Are there any other changes that you notice in Ridgewood over the past few 
years? 
 
MAGGIE:  The demographics.  This is maybe not such a negative thing--this is a 
negative thing--I don't remember it being snobby, and now I think there's a little bit of a 
snob factor in Ridgewood, that was…I was not aware of it.  Maybe there was, but I was 
not aware of it.  And that’s maybe, that’s a negative thing. 
 
The good thing is, now--this is so interesting—now, I can really appreciate what a 
phenomenal school system it is.  And it was—that, until you're out of it, you just think 
everybody has the choice of multiple languages, and that everybody has a great library 
to go to, and that you have such dedicated, wonderful teachers.  You just assume that 
that's what everybody has.  But once you get out in the real world and you realize, 
“Wait, what do you mean, you don't have a library?  I mean, not even a little one? What 
do you mean you only get a choice of one or two languages in school?”   
 
And once you get into college, to realize that students from the Ridgewood, from 
Ridgewood in particular, are highly desired by colleges, that they look at our system--we 
make desirable students and graduates from universities.   
 
SARAH:  And a lot of people have talked about the education in Ridgewood, and 
how—I mean, you talk about your teacher from Ridge School, so it makes such an 
impression on people.  
 
MAGGIE:  I remember my science teacher in high school, how magical he was.  Don't 
remember his name, but I remember I loved going to that class and learning from him. 
He just, again, he was not a Jerry DeFalco-- it was very specified, you're going in for 
science, but it was fascinating to learn from him.   
 
I’ll tell you another thing, and I don't know if it's coming across on this--I had a lisp when 
I was a child, and it was identified by the teachers or the authorities in Ridgewood, and 
they sent me to speech therapy, which was part of the class.  They would take me out 
of recess, or I had a shorter lunch, and I would go for the speech therapy.  And I'm so 
grateful now, because every once in a while, I hear it come through.  Can you guys 
hear it?  But I learned how to kill that lisp, and it helps me.   I’m a public speaker now, 
so I’m comfortable getting in front of an audience and able to--my words have more 
power because they're not interrupted by a lisp. 
 
SARAH:   No, that’s great, and where do you do public speaking? 
 



MAGGIE:   Well, I'm a magazine editor, so I have to make frequent presentations and 
speeches to my community of hairdressers, and I judge a lot of things.  I judge a lot of 
hair shows, and it's funny, you know, I'm far from a hairdresser-- I know so little about 
actually doing hair, but I write articles, and because I've been doing it for so long, I’m 
considered an expert, so that's why I get to judge things and get to present in front of 
people.  
 
SARAH:  And you feel like the career choice that you went into--how did you come 
about going into the magazine world? 
 
MAGGIE:   Interesting, I kind of stumbled upon it.  I had no idea what I wanted to do 
growing up, no idea through this wonderful Ridgewood education.  Even in college, I 
studied communications, because that was just easy for me, to write articles or to write 
papers rather than take tests-- that was just easier for me—so, unfortunately, the easy 
way out.  And then it never occurred to me that I could do that for a living, and when I 
got out of college-- I went to Boston College-- when I graduated, I worked for the 
Record, which is a newspaper, a local newspaper.  Then I modeled a little bit.  I was 
one of the very first large size models, and I was very successful.  But then I lost 
weight, so I couldn’t model again.  So, I wrote a beauty book for large-size women, and 
then the book was done-- I couldn't work anymore, so I opened up the newspapers 
which is what you did back in the olden days—you would open up the newspaper to 
look for a job.   And I saw there were two jobs-- one for Good Housekeeping and one 
for Modern Salon, and I picked Modern Salon because I liked the offices better 
(laughter).  It never occurred to me I would be doing this as long as I have been, and 
that was 34 years ago.  So it's been a very nice journey at Modern Salon. 
 
SARAH:  And do you have any other goals that you're working towards at the 
moment? 
 
MAGGIE:   I'm actually working, and I’ve been working on it for a long time, I'm writing 
a book for children.  And it's a book about a turkey.  I live now in Franklin Lakes-- I 
wanted to be close to Ridgewood-- and we have a turkey that comes to us regularly and 
hangs out by our birdbath.   So I'm doing a children's book about the turkey that hangs 
out at the birdbath.  And I’ve been working on this book for years (laughter).  Cause  
I'm so busy, that when I want to take time for myself, the last thing I want to do is start 
writing something, because that's what I do on a regular basis.  But I will get to finish 
that. I will get that book done.  And it's a series of books---I've got them all, they're all 
written in my head.  I just need to put them on paper, or in this day and age, on the 
computer.  I just have to finish the thing. 
 
SARAH:  And you will.  Just takes time.   
 
MAGGIE:  Yes, and I hope that by the time people are listening to this, I hope the book 
has come out.  And it's called the Birdbath Series-- that's my working title, and it's going 
to be wonderful. 
 



SARAH:  Well, is there anything else you’d like to share about your experiences in 
Ridgewood or the time capsule?   
 
MAGGIE:  Well, the time capsule.  That was just such a magical thing.  I wish that for 
all of you and for all people of all ages in every class in every grade to do that.  And 
don't do it too soon.   Do it for 50 years later-- that's really important.  I've heard of 
other people, “Yeah, we did a time capsule, and we unearthed it 10 years later.” 10 
years isn’t good enough, you know, you really have to do the 50 years, because--I said 
to someone else recently-- I really have no interest in high school reunions.  For some 
reason, that doesn’t interest me.   This thing interested me.  So for those people who 
are like me, who don’t care about high school reunions, to get together with a group of 
people from sixth grade is so cool.  And to see them, and to see what’s happened to 
people, and to see what our expectations were, and if they delivered. 
 
My best friend from school lives in Switzerland, and my best friend from high school 
lives in Washington D.C., and we all got together.  We were all reunited at the Big Dig, 
and we all got to hang together.  They stayed at my house.  I mean, it was just 
magical.  And it is magical.  And it’s reconnected a lot of people, and it’s so funny, it is 
so funny that—I don’t know if this is going to get edited out--but the most popular girl 
from sixth grade--the guys were crazy about running over to her, over to see her.  So 
even in sixth grade, when we were 12, they’re still thinking, “Oh, I’ve got to speak to 
so-and-so.”  They’re acting as if they’re still in the sixth grade.   It was pretty funny.    
 
And other great memories of the town--- I really do have so many.  And a lot of it 
comes from when you leave the town, to appreciate how beautiful it is and how 
well-maintained and what it has to offer the people who live here, above and beyond the 
library and a great pool.  It's a very secure town—I feel safe in the town.  I think the 
shops are wonderful, and then to have such easy access to malls and easy access to 
New York City.  It’s just so cool.   I mean, even something as simple as fireworks.   
We have our own fireworks.   It’s a great town—Ridgewood is a great town.   
 
SARAH:  Thank you so much for sharing your stories with us today.   Really 
appreciate it, Maggie, and, yes, we will definitely look for your book when it becomes 
published (laughter). 
 
MAGGIE:  Yup.   The Birdbath Series, watch for that (laughter).   
 
SARAH:  Thank you.   
 
MAGGIE:  Okay, bye—thank you so much. 


