
 
 

The Story of Edgar Sawtelle 
by David Wroblewski  VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction) 
A tale reminiscent of "Hamlet" that also celebrates the alliance 
between humans and dogs follows speech-disabled Wisconsin 
youth Edgar, who bonds with three yearling canines and 
struggles to prove that his sinister uncle is responsible for his 
father's death. 
 

Summer House with Swimming Pool 
by Herman Koch DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
A controversial, thought-provoking novel that showcases 
Herman Koch at his finest. Concealing the medical mistake 
that caused the death of a famous actor, Dr. Marc Schlosser 
gradually reveals the personal reasons why he sought the 
victim's death, including an assault on the doctor's daughter. 
 

The Truth About Alice 
by Jennifer Mathieu  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
Healy, Texas, is a small town where everyone knows each 
other's business, and the scandals that unfold around Alice 
Franklin are no exception. The book is told from alternating 
points of view, and four of Alice's classmates provide accounts 
of heavy drinking and rumors about Alice's promiscuity. 
 

Under Magnolia: a Southern memoir 
by Frances Mayes  PEGGY’S PICK (Biography) 
Set in the author's "one-mile-square" hometown of Fitzgerald in 
Georgia, Mayes's (adored for her famed Tuscany books) 
depicts a childhood of rich meals, her adoring and violent 
father and her restless alcoholic mother.  Mayes distracts 
herself with books and seeks comfort from Willie Bell, the 
family cook. 
 

We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves 

by Karen Joy Fowler   ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Fowler (The Jane Austen Book Club) has written a strong, 
unsettling novel that draws on true accounts of animal 
behaviorists raising chimps with infant children. Narrator 
Rosemary Cooke, now nearing 40, tells a heartbreaking story 
of her family and a pivotal event that has haunted her all her 
life. 
 

We Were Liars 
By E. Lockhart    DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Cadence Sinclair Eastman, eldest grandchild in a Kennedy-
esque clan, begins the book by divulging an unspecified 
accident that happened during her fifteenth summer on the 
family's private island that left her with debilitating migraines 
and memory loss. Surprising, thrilling, and beautifully 
executed, Lockhart spins a tragic family drama, the roots of 
which go back generations. And the ending? Shhhh. Not 
telling. (But it's a doozy.) 
 

When Heaven and Earth Changed Places: a 
Vietnamese woman's journey from war to peace 
by Le Ly Hayslip  KERRI’S PICK  (Non-Fic 959.704 H425) 
Now a San Diego restaurateur, Le Ly Hayslip 20 years ago 
was a child guerrilla near Da Nang who endured imprisonment, 
rape, constant bombardment, torture, and starvation while 
fighting for the Viet Cong. Hayslip is piercingly honest.  In her 
ability to love without erasing contradictions and ambiguities, 
Hayslip shows us what real forgiveness can be. 
 

More Suggestions are found on our website: 

www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 
Reference Desk tab to “Book and Film Corner” 

Take a look! 

 
 
 

 

           

          

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
All the Light  We Cannot See 
by Anthony Doerr  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
A novel about a blind French girl and a German boy whose 
paths collide in occupied France as both try to survive the 
devastation of World War II. A novel to live in, learn from, and 
feel bereft over when the last page is turned. 
 

American Born Chinese 
by Gene Luen Yang  LARISSA’S PICK (Graphic Novel) 

Yang presents a well-crafted work that explores issues of self-
image, cultural identity, transformation, and self-acceptance. In 
a series of three linked tales, the central characters are 
introduced.  Their stories converge into a satisfying coming-of-
age novel that blends traditional Chinese fables and legends, 
action figures, and playground politics. 
 

Born to Run: a hidden tribe, superathletes, and 
the greatest race the world has ever seen 
by McDougall, Christopher  BRITTIN’S PICK 
(Non-Fic 796.424 MCD)  
McDougall reveals the secrets of the world's greatest distance 
runners--the Tarahumara Indians of Copper Canyon, Mexico--
and how he trained for the challenge of a lifetime: a fifty-mile 
race through the heart of Tarahumara country pitting the tribe 
against an odd band of super-athletic Americans. 
 

Boy, Snow, Bird 
by Helen Oyeyemi  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 

Oyeyemi delves deeply into the nature of identity in this 
contemplative novel which retells "Snow White" set in 1950s 
New England. Boy Novak is a 20-year-old young woman who 
arrives in Flax Hill, MA.  She has run away from New York 
because her abusive father, Frank, a rat catcher by trade who 
has refused to tell her anything about her never-present 
mother, has threatened to treat her like one of his rats. 
 

California 
by Edan Lepucki  DEBORAH’S PICK  (Fiction) 
In her suspenseful debut, Lepucki envisions a postapocalyptic 
America. After fleeing a decaying, ransacked Los Angeles to 
begin anew in the wilderness, married couple Cal and Frida 
are faced with dwindling supplies and an uncertain future. 
When Frida discovers she might be pregnant, the need to 
connect with other survivors becomes all the more imperative. 

  
Call the Nurse: true stories of a country nurse 
on a Scottish Isles 
by Mary J. MacLeod  PEGGY’S PICK (Biography) 
Being a nurse can be challenging at the best of times, but 
being a nurse on a remote Scottish island is something else 
altogether. In this charming memoir, MacLeod recounts her 
adventures as a nurse in the Hebrides in the 1970s. 
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The Cold Song 
by Linn Ullmann LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 

The latest and best from Ullmann is a literary page-turner. It's a 
murder mystery, it’s a multigenerational psychodrama of a 
dysfunctional family and it's a very dark comedy of manners.. 
The plot focuses on the events of one day, the 75th birthday of 
Jenny Brodal, a cold and caustic woman who's so resistant to 
the party being thrown in her honor that she ends her sobriety 
of almost 20 years and gets roaring drunk. 
 

Crazy Rich Asians 
by Kevin Kwan  JIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
Kwan's debut is a scintillating fictional look into the opulent 
lives of fabulously wealthy Chinese expats living in Singapore. 
Economics professor Rachel Chu has no idea what she's in for 
when her handsome boyfriend, Nicholas Young, invites her to 
join him at his best friend's wedding in Singapore. Rachel is 
excited to meet Nick's friends and family, but he fails to warn 
her about the social minefield she's about to cross. 
 

Daughter’s Keeper 
by Ayelet Waldman  PEGGY’S PICK (Fiction) 
Elaine, a middle-aged pharmacist, has recently become 
engaged to Arthur, her accountant. The only wrinkle in their 
affluent, carefully planned life is Elaine's 22-year-old daughter, 
who becomes an unwitting accomplice to drug dealing. 
Waldman's novel captivates the reader both with her reflection 
on the effects of mandatory sentencing, and her perceptive 
digging into a tenuous mother-daughter relationship. 
 

The French House: an American family, a 
ruined 'maison,' and the village that restored 
them all 
by Don Wallace  MARION’S PICK (Non-Fic  944.13 WAL) 
A journalist and fiction writer's account of how a crumbling 
house he bought on a French island became his family's 
unexpected refuge and salvation. Over time, Wallace and his 
wife went from being the laughingstocks of Kebordadoue to 
beloved community members on Belle Ile.  Warm, funny and 
full of heart. 

 
The Good Girl 
by Kubica  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
This psychological thriller centers on the abduction of a young 
teacher, Mia Dennett. Chicago Police Detective Gabe Hoffman 
finds himself increasingly attracted to Mias mother, a beautiful 
British woman in her early 60s.The proliferation of older 
characters will be a pleasant and unexpected find for readers 
who understand that life over 55 can still be interesting. 

 
The Hundred-Year House 

by Rebecca Makkai   ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction)  
Beginning in 1999 and retreating backward in time to 1900, 
Makkai chronicles a century in the life of Laurelfield, an estate 
near Lake Michigan, north of Chicago. The author opens with 
the ghost story of Violet -Devohr, who allegedly killed herself in 
the attic. Slowly, readers get more clues about the mystery at 
the book's core. 

 
The Hidden Child 
by Camilla Lackberg  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction)  
The fifth book in the Det. Patrik Hedstrom series finds Patrik 
starting his paternity leave so his wife, crime writer Erica Falck, 
can work on her new book. After finding a Nazi medal among 
her late mother's belongings, Erica meets with an old friend of 
her mother's, who is murdered two days later, and Erica and 
her husband must turn to family wartime diaries for clues. 
 

 

I Shall Be Near to You 
by Erin Lindsay McCabe  BRENNA’S PICK (Fiction) 

When her husband, Jeremiah, joins the Union Army in 1862, 
newlywed Rosetta Wakefield quickly realizes she isn't 
prepared to wait quietly at home. She cuts her hair and sets 
out to join him as "Ross Stone."  Inspired by the true stories of 
women who fought in the Civil War, McCabe's first novel gives 
readers an intriguing glimpse at the challenges those women 
faced, but its heart is a shining story of enduring love. 
 

The Invention of Wings 
by Sue Monk Kidd  PEGGY’S PICK (Fiction) 
Inspired by the true story of early-nineteenth-century 
abolitionist and suffragist Sarah Grimke, Kidd paints a moving 
portrait of two women linked by the horrors of slavery. Kidd hits 
her stride and avoids sentimental revisionism with this 
historical novel about the relationship between a slave and the 
daughter of slave owners in antebellum Charleston. 

 
The Orchardist 
by Amanda Coplin  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Set in early-20th-century Washington State, Coplin's majestic 
debut follows a makeshift family through two tragic decades. 
Middle-aged Talmadge lives alone amid his huge spread of 
fruit trees in Wenatchee Valley. He remains haunted by his 
teenage sister's disappearance some 50 years earlier, so when 
two ragged girls appear on his land, untrusting, hungry, and 
pregnant, he feels immediately protective of their safety.  
 

The Paris Architect 
By Charles Belfoure  PAT’S PICK (Fiction) 
Would you risk your life for another's in the name of what is 
right?  Belfoure explores this question and others in this debut 
novel set in Paris during the Nazi occupation. Lucien Bernard-
who, like the book's author, is an architect- is offered a large 
sum of money to outsmart the Gestapo by devising unique 
hiding places for Jews. After one mistake results in tragedy, 
however, he begins reevaluating his life. 

 
Pure Grit 
by Mary Cronk Farrell  BRENNA’S PICK (NF 940.54 Far) 
The harrowing story of U.S. Army and Navy nurses based in 
the Philippines during WWII. They became POWs in Japanese 
prison camps, where they nursed soldiers and other captives. 
Malnutrition and lack of medicine left all the prisoners 
vulnerable to serious diseases, yet the women bonded, 
supporting each other until their release in 1945. 

 
Purple Hibiscus 
by  Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 

Fifteen-year-old Kambili and her older brother, Jaja, live a regal 
life in impoverished Nigeria. Their father is a very powerful man 
who owns many factories, lavishes money on his church and 
the local schools, and publishes a newspaper that is critical of 
the country's repressive regime. But their marble palace often 
feels like a prison because the children are terrified of their 
father's temper; at home, he is a tyrant. 
 

The Seamstress 
by Francis de Pontes Peebles  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction)  
Two sisters work both banks of the river and both sides of the 
law, united in their knowledge of stitchery, in this semi-epic, set 
in the steamy Brazilian jungle in the 1920s and '30s. Neither 
sister feels complete without the other, and neither has the true 
love she deserves--or does she? This  impressive first novel 
seduces with its sweeping story, strong characterization, and 
extraordinarily vivid detail. A good read-alike for fans of Isabel 
Allende 


