
296 Prospect St. 

Ridgewood, NJ 

The original owner of 296 Prospect Street in Ridgewood appears to have been Lucius  Stevens Willard and 

his wife Annette (Nettie) French Willard.  The Willards were from Keene, New Hampshire, and moved to  

Ridgewood in the 1880s, when they were both in their 40s and their son Henry (Harry) was around 11 

years old.  It’s unclear if the Willards lived in a Ridgewood house prior to the home on Prospect St., but an 

1897 Ridgewood city directory shows the family on “Prospect  St., nr. Maple,” which implies the house at 

what’s now 296 Prospect.   FYI, only a trip to the “deed vault” in Hackensack, at One Bergen Plaza, could 

really confirm what year the Willards bought the house.   

[That battle was a significant  Union victory and 

meant that the Confederacy would never again 

threaten Washington, D.C.  That victory also 

helped secure Abraham Lincoln’s re-election a 

month later, according to historians.]   During 

some of his time in the Union Army, Lucius was 

a quartermaster, responsible for doling out 

clothing, rations, any and all supplies to the 

troops.  In 1864, a fellow soldier in the New 

Hampshire regiment wrote home, and praised 

quartermaster Lucius Willard’s generosity 

compared to others. 

From 1897 Ridgewood City Directory 

Some background on the Willards— Lucius Willard was a Civil War veteran, serving with New 

Hampshire’s 14th Infantry Regiment from 1862-1865.  Most notably, in October of 1864, that regiment 

fought in the Battle of Cedar Creek in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, under Maj. General Phillip 

Sheridan.  

Civil War record for  

Lucius S. Willard 



1900 Federal Census, Ridgewood NJ 

The 1900 Federal Census gives a snapshot of the family on Prospect St.   Lucius is then 57, Annette is 55, 

and their son Harry and his wife Bertha are also living in the house.  Harry, now a physician, is 23, Bertha is 

26, and they are newlyweds.   

 

 

 

The 1905 NJ State Census specifically designates the Lucius Willard family as living at 266 Prospect Street, 

266 being the number of the house before 1930 (by now Harry and Bertha had moved out of the house, and 

were living in their own place on Woodside).   

As the census records indicate, Lucius Willard was in the dry goods business, working many decades for the 

H.B. Claflin company in Manhattan (Claflin was once the biggest dry goods business in the country, taking 

controlling interest in many department stores, including Lord & Taylor).   He was also a director of the 

Ridgewood Gas Company.   

One other tidbit mentioned in the Ridgewood newspapers— there was a burglary in the house in 1897— 

but nothing was taken.   

Ridgewood Herald-News 

October, 1899 



FYI, Lucius Willard died in October of 1907, and 

Annette died in December of 1909.  Their son, 

Harry, who had begun to specialize in 

ophthalmology, served  on the Ridgewood 

Board of Education for 19 years, 17 of those as 

president, and Ridgewood’s Willard School was 

named after him.   

Ridgewood Herald, March 17, 1905 

Ridgewood Herald, May 5, 1905 

New York 

Times 

December, 

1938 

In 1905, Lucius and Annette put the Prospect Street house up for sale.  As the ad says, it had a good barn, 

with room for three horses.   



From the Willard’s departure in 1905 until 1923, there were several different residents  at what was then 

266 Prospect Street.  A man named Frederick Pfeifer and his wife Ida owned the house for a short while 

immediately after the Willards, according to the 1906 Ridgewood City Directory.  Frederick was head of 

the Frederick Pfeifer Hardware Company in Manhattan, and he was “big” in the hardware business.   

Pfeifer also dabbled in politics— in 1911 he was one of the first commissioners elected to serve when 

Ridgewood adopted a “commission government.”   

NY Times obituary for Frederick Pfeifer 

October 1944 

Paterson Morning Call 

July 1907 



From 1915 until 1917, Thomas and Theodosia Kennedy lived in the house, although it’s unclear if they 

were renting or owned it.  Thomas was a silk manufacturer.  Theodosia’s father was Charles Chauncey 

Burr, a journalist and publisher, who, according to his Wikipedia entry, was a close friend of Edgar Allan 

Poe’s.  Apparently there were  7 to 8 children also living in the house.    

In December of 1917, there’s a short mention in the Ridgewood papers that the Reverend Philip H. 

Clifford moved into 266 Prospect St.  He came to town from Paterson to be minister of the First 

Reformed Church.   The 1920 census finds the Clifford family renting the house:  Philip, born in New York, 

age 42; his wife Margaret, born in Wales, also 42; and four children, ranging in age from 1 to 16.  The 

youngest, Bronwen (a Welsh name) would have been born during the Clifford’s time in the house.  Bron 

Clifford became a well-known evangelist, and appeared in a 1947 Hollywood movie called, “The 

Beginning or the  End.”  He played a chaplain.   

First Reformed Church, Ridgewood, where Philip 

H. Clifford was minister, 1917-1922 

The Clifford’s son, 

Bronwen (Bron), 

born in 1920 

By 1922 William W. Lawson and his wife Edna Salisbury Lawson were the owners of the house.    Lawson 

was a Columbia grad, class of ‘02.  His father, Charles B. Lawson, had left the Weber Piano Co. and started 

his own piano manufacturing business in the Bronx  around 1905/1906.  So William was a piano 

manufacturer for many years after college, living on Mt. Hope St. in the Bronx with his wife Edna and their 

daughter Dorothy.   

Rev. Philip H. Clifford 



Edna Lawson died in December of 1940, at the age of 55.  As her obituary in the 

Ridgewood Herald-News read, “Throughout her years of residence in Ridge-

wood she endeared herself to many and her loss is deeply felt.”   She was buried 

next to her father in Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn.  Three months later, in 

March of 1941, her mother died, having “lived in Ridgewood for eighteen years 

with her son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Lawson.”   

Ridgewood Herald, January 1924 

Bergen Record, Dec. 1940 

Edna Lawson, 

Ridgewood Herald, 

May 1939 

When the Lawsons moved to Ridgewood in 1922, they seemed to have left the piano business behind—

which is just as well, because the family company went out of business during the Depression.  William 

became an insurance broker, and Edna set up a maternity hospital in the house.  The 1930 census shows 

that a registered nurse from Canada named Margaret Philpott was living in the house with them (along 

with Edna’s long-widowed mother, Louisa Salisbury).  And Edna’s occupation appeared in one census as a 

“kindergarten nurse,” so she apparently also had training.  Ridgewood newspapers ran several baby 

announcements about births at the Prospect Street house.   

Aside from the births of babies, other occasions were celebrated in the house on Prospect Street.   In 1929 

daughter Dorothy Lawson married a Waldwick man named William Perry at Christ Church in town, and the 

wedding reception was held at the house, which was “decorated with pink roses,” according to the 

Ridgewood Herald-News.   

And in November of 1930, the Ridgewood Herald reported that Edna, her sisters, and a brother celebrated 

their mother’s birthday at the house:  “The house was filled with roses and chrysanthemums, the gifts of her 

friends.  After dinner the guests were entertained with music and cards.”   

Edna actually “made the papers” fairly often during her time in Ridgewood.  She was a founding member of 

the women’s singing group, the “Ridgewood Chorals,” and their concerts and recitals were often reported.   



In February of 1941, William Lawson had an estate sale at the house, which signaled its impending sale, 

and in May of that year, Ruland and Gertrude Anderson bought the house.   Ruland was a math teacher at 

Passaic High School and onetime head of the department (also a Ridgewood Library trustee); Gertrude 

was also a teacher, who ultimately became a member of the Ridgewood Board of Education.   In the mid-

late 1940s, Joseph P. Morano and his wife Mary lived in the house.  Joseph was an accountant in 

Manhattan. 

By 1950, 296 Prospect St. belonged to the recently-widowed Claire Sunkenberg.  Her husband Edward 

had been a veteran of WWI, serving in France, and he had owned a lumber company in New York City.  

The family had long lived in Ho-Ho-Kus, where Edward was a council member.  But Edward died in 

December of 1949, leaving Claire with five children, ages 6-19.  It was after her husband’s death that the 

family moved to Prospect Street in Ridgewood.   The first newspaper mention of “Sunkenberg” at 296 

Prospect comes in May of 1950, when 17-year-old Edward was caught speeding, going 45 mph on West 

Ridgewood Avenue.  He was fined $15. 

1952 1953 

 

It appears that as soon as they moved in, Claire began renting 

out a room—only women need apply.  In the mid-1950s, Claire 

became a sponsor for refugee families, many times over.   

1954 



Two of the Sunkenberg children,  in 

their Ridgewood High School 

yearbooks:  Edward in 1950, and John 

in 1954.   Of course, at this time their 

home address was 296 Prospect.   

In May of 1959, an attic fire “of undetermined origin” caused considerable damage on the home’s third 

floor, with the fire feeding on “old wooden shingles,” according to the newspaper.   Luckily, no one was 

hurt, although one fireman did suffer smoke inhalation and had to be treated on the scene.    



Claire Sunkenberg’s time at the house outlasted all others.     She finally was ready to leave  in 1988, 

almost 40 years after she had moved in.   

1960 Ridgewood Town Directory 

Newspaper ads from 1988, when Claire Sunkenberg put the 

house up for sale 

Claire moved to upstate NY, Hullets Landing, on Lake George in the Adirondacks.  In 1989 the house was 

bought by some people who flipped it, putting it on the market in 1989 for $419,000. 

1989 

2005 

2013 

2016 

The house was last sold in 2016, and now the family of 

Michael and Sarah Bender are creating their own 

stories at 296 Prospect Street. 

House history prepared by Beth Potter 

Bolger Heritage Center, Ridgewood Public Library 



PS    Claire Sunkenberg died in March of 1992.  She was living at Lake George, but she was well-

remembered in the local Bergen newspapers.   

Glen Falls Post-Star 

March 1992 

Bergen Record 

March 1992 

Some odds and ends on the Sunkenberg “kids”:  Edward became a zoning board officer and the building 

inspector in Ridgewood, before moving to the hills of eastern Tennessee.  Ruth married, divorced, and 

moved to Sacramento, becoming a secretary to a legislative committee at the state capitol.  John became 

the Fire Chief in Hullets Landing, NY, on Lake George.  And Dorothy, the oldest, was with the U.S. State 

Department in Vienna, VA— from what I can tell, she was secretary to the U.S. Ambassador to Ethiopia 

and lived overseas for some time.  She married a man named George W. Griggs, and seems to still be 

living in Modesto, California:  3109 Conant Ave., Apt. 6, Modesto CA 95350/(209) 549-9441.   

 

 


