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In 1910 a bank clerk named Samuel Frederick Telleen, his wife Nellie, and their infant daughter Dorothy were 

living in the Bronx, renting a place on Tiffany Street.   But they wouldn’t be there much longer.  In August of 

1909 the Telleens bought a parcel of land on Upper Boulevard in Ridgewood, and in 1911 they built themselves 

a house, at what was then called 274 Upper Blvd.   

The Telleens became one of many families buying land from Walter Wilsey’s Ridgewood Park Company, which 

had begun to develop streets in Upper Ridgewood.  A. W. Barnard, one of Wilsey’s agents, was advertising 

building plots for between $250 and $1,500 a lot. A Ridgewood Park Company ad in the New York Times said this 

was “an unparalleled opportunity for discriminating home seekers,” with “choice restricted plots, 75x200.”  And 

the neighborhood would have “all improvements, such as parked streets, macadamized and guttered; public 

water supply and electric light.”       

Ridgewood Herald, Aug. 12, 1909 

Ridgewood Herald, June 29, 1911 

Ridgewood Herald, February 18, 1909 

Two items to note in the articles above — Telleen’s name was actually Samuel Frederick Telleen, and he was 

usually called “Fred.”  And thankfully for a house history researcher, the name of the builder is mentioned — 

Joseph H. Christopher, one of Ridgewood’s most highly-regarded craftsmen.   

Some background on Christopher.  To cite from Van Valen’s 1900 History of Bergen County, Christopher was 

born in Allendale in 1863, studied mechanical and architectural drawing in New York City, and became “one of 

the ablest architects and builders of the county, building many of the handsome residences of Ridgewood.”  

The praise goes on: “Being a thoroughly equipped architect, he is skilled in every department of house building, 

superintending the painting and plumbing as carefully as any other part of the work.”   

Among Christopher’s best-known contributions to Ridgewood is the Beech Street School, which he built in 

1895.  Its listing in the National Register of Historic Places states: “The builder, Joseph H. Christopher, was a 

prominent local contractor for many beautiful homes in Ridgewood.  There was no other school building equal 

to it in Bergen County, and few in the state rivaled it..”  The school was built in the Romanesque Revival style, 

“elegant, spacious, and commodious.”  The Register concludes: “To this day it remains an impressive structure 

in the downtown district.”   



Among Christopher’s other Ridgewood architectural contributions — the West Side Collegiate Church (now the 

West Side Presbyterian Church), the original YMCA building, the parsonage for the Unitarian Church, the 

carpentry (not the masonry) for Mt. Carmel Church, and many, many residences, large and small, on streets 

including Lincoln, Highland, Monte Vista, Maple, Doremus, Irving, etc. etc.   

Ridgewood News, December 1899 

Ridgewood News, November 1895 

Ridgewood News, Sept. 1895 



Samuel Frederick Telleen was born in Iowa in 1873, the son 

of a Lutheran minister and his wife, both of whom had 

emigrated from Sweden.  Nellie Peterson Telleen was also 

born in Iowa, of Swedish parents, in 1876.  In the 1890s 

both Nellie and Frederick attended a small Lutheran college 

called Augustana in Rock Island, Illinois, and it’s logical to 

conclude that’s where they met.  They were married in 1905 

in Iowa.   

After a few years in New York, the Telleens began a new 

phase of their life in Ridgewood in 1911, along with their 

baby daughter Dorothy.   

The 1915 New Jersey state census and the 1920 federal 

census give us a snapshot of the Telleen family on Upper 

Boulevard.   

New Jersey State Census, Ridgewood, 1915 

U. S. Federal Census, Ridgewood, 1920 

There were a couple of changes in the household between 1915 and 1920.  Sadly, daughter Dorothy had died at 

Paterson General Hospital in April of 1917, following an operation for appendicitis.  She was 11 years old.  And 

Fred Telleen’s 73-year-old Swedish mother Marie (or Mary) came to live with them — perhaps because her 

husband, the Reverend John Telleen was “traveling the length and breadth of the United States” to establish 

Lutheran churches, as described in one newspaper account.   



But positive changes were 

happening, too.  The Telleens 

adopted a daughter, Gladys, who 

was born in 1916, and came to 

live with the family sometime in 

the late 1920s.  And Fred’s career 

was blossoming at Chase National 

Bank in Manhattan.  By 1930 he 

was a vice-president.  A 

newspaper article in the New York 

Times in 1937 listed people 

working in the city making over 

$15,000 a year — and Telleen was 

cited as making $16,450 — over 

$300,000 a year, in 2021 dollars.   
New York Times, Jan. 1954 

Ridgewood Herald News, Feb. 1953 

Fred was also devoting much of his time and energy to the Lutheran 

Church, though as a layman, not as a minister as his father.  He 

eventually became treasurer of the National Lutheran Council and 

devoted decades of his life to work for the church. 

Nellie, meanwhile, besides being wife and mother, was a founding 

member of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Upper Ridgewood 

Community Church — she and her husband had actually helped 

launch the church in 1913.  She also ran a section of the Bible School. 

The Telleens did make time for a vacation, or two, or three.  Records on Ancestry.com show they sailed to 

Europe on at least two occasions, in 1935 and in 1947 — and in ‘47 they came home from Southampton, 

England, on Cunard’s Queen Elizabeth.  Trips to Florida also were mentioned in the Ridgewood newspapers. 

As for daughter Gladys, she apparently was doing very well at Ridgewood High 

School.  The 1934 “Arrow,” her senior year yearbook, shows she was involved in 

everything from basketball to French Club to golf to drama.  Interestingly, at least 

through high school Gladys’ last name was that of her birth parents, Hessmer.  She 

became Gladys Telleen only when she went off to Wittenberg College in Ohio.   

The Arrow, 

Ridgewood 

High School, 

1934 

S. Frederick Telleen, 1943 



Wittenberg is a small liberal arts college in Springfield, Ohio, associated with the Lutheran Church.  And it 

appears Gladys excelled there as she had at Ridgewood High School.  These Ridgewood newspaper articles 

speak for themselves.   

Bergen Record, May 17, 1938 

Bergen Record, July 14, 1937 

Bergen Record, October 16, 1937 

Ridgewood Sunday News, June 5, 1938 



Shortly after graduation, Gladys became engaged to H. 

William Ahrenholz, a mining engineer from Brooklyn.  He 

was a graduate of Lehigh and also had studied at M.I.T.   

The wedding was held at the Telleen’s home, 722 Upper 

Boulevard, on October 28, 1939.  Only immediate family 

members were present.  The newlyweds were to make their 

home in Ogdensburg, New Jersey, where the groom worked 

for the New Jersey Zinc Company.   

After he retired from Chase in 1940, Fred Telleen 

concentrated on his church activities.  He died in 1955 at the 

age of 80.  Nellie died two years later, in 1957, at Valley 

Hospital.  She and Fred had been married for 50 years, 

nearly all of them at 722 Upper Boulevard in Ridgewood. 

Nellie’s will benefitted daughter Gladys, of course, but she 

also left $30,000 to the Lutheran Theological Seminary in 

Philadelphia, to be known as the S. Frederick Telleen Fund, 

and it would be used for scholarships for “needy and worthy 

students.”   

With the ending of the Telleen era on Upper Boulevard, the era of the Schaeffer family began.   

Beth Potter, Researcher and Writer   

Sarah Kiefer, Local History Librarian 
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Bergen Record, Oct. 30, 1939 

Ridgewood  

Herald 

Oct. 5, 1939 


