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The Leavers 
by Lisa Ko  JIN’S PICK  
(Fiction KO) 
One morning, Deming Guo's mother, an undocumented 
Chinese immigrant named Polly, goes to her job at the 
nail salon and never comes home. The Leavers is the 
story of how one boy comes into his own when everything 
he's loved has been taken away--and how a mother 
learns to live with the mistakes of her past. 

Looker: a novel 
by Laura Sims  KERRI’S and ERICA’S PICK   
(Fiction SIMS) 
The wine-drinking, window-watching, stoop-sitting unnamed 
narrator of Sims's gripping and intense debut gets her kicks 
from quietly spying on her famous actress neighbor and her 
family. As the narrator's marriage unravels, her fixation with 
the actress gets darker and more lethal. 

The Wartime Sisters 
By Lynda Loigman  VICTORIA’S PICK  
(Fiction LOIGMAN) 
Two estranged sisters, raised in Brooklyn, each burdened 
with her own shocking secret, are reunited at the  
Springfield Armory in the early days of WWII. Resentment 
festers between the two, and secrets are shattered when 
a mysterious figure from the past re-emerges. 

The Rossetti Letter 
by Christi Phillips  ROSA’S PICK  
(Fiction PHILLIPS)  
A debut novel jumping between the saucy adventures of a 
17th-century courtesan and the 21st-century academic 
researching her life. Claire Donovan is almost finished 
with her dissertation on Alessandra Rossetti when she 
learns a Cambridge professor is about to challenge her 
entire thesis at an Italian conference. 

The Masterpiece 
by Fiona Davis  SUSAN E.’S PICK  
(Historical Fiction DAVIS)  
In her latest captivating novel, nationally bestselling author 
Fiona Davis takes readers into the glamorous lost art 
school within Grand Central Terminal, where two very 
different women, fifty years apart, strive to make their 
mark on a world set against them. 

The Only Woman in the Room 
by Marie Benedict ROBIN’S PICK  
(Fiction BENEDICT) 
A novel based on the incredible true story of Hedy  
Lamarr, glamour icon and scientist, whose groundbreaking 
invention revolutionized modern communication. (view  
documentary DVD “Bombshell”).  Marriage to an Austrian 
arms dealer allowed Hedy to to evade Nazi persecution 
despite her Jewish heritage.  She escapes the Third Reich 
and flees to Hollywood where she becomes a screen star. 

The Subway Girls 
by Susie Schnall  VICTORIA’S PICK  
(Fiction SCHNALL) 
Two young women finding their way in New York City 
years apart drive Schnall's novel. In 1949, Charlotte is 
about to graduate from college and hopes for a career in 
advertising. Winning the Miss Subways contest might 
help. Seventy years later, Olivia is working for an ad 
agency and, when pitching a new campaign, she decides 
the Miss Subways contest would be a good hook and 
begins trying to locate former winners. 

Waiting for Bojangles 
by Oliver Bourdeaut  LORRI’S PICK  
(Fic BOURDEAUT)  
A young boy lives with his madcap parents, Louise and 
George, where the unopened mail rises in a tower by the 
door, the bird acts like a member of the family, and his 
parents dance to "Mister Bojangles." As his mother  
descends into mental illness, it is up to the boy and his 
father to keep her safe and, when that fails, happy. 

The Chalk Man 
by C.J.Tudor   ASHLEY’S PICK  
(Fiction TUDOR) 
Narrated by 'Eddie' who receives a chalk drawing of a 
stick figure that hurtles him back to an innocent childhood 
game 30 years before which went terribly, terribly wrong. 
As history begins to repeat itself, it seems the game was 
never really over.  An absorbing debut with a well-crafted 
mystery. 

The Great Believers 
by Rebecca Makkai  LORRI’S PICK  
(Fiction MAKKAI)  
A dazzling new novel of friendship and redemption.  
Spanning 30 years and two continents, the latest from 
Makkai is a journey through the 1980s AIDS crisis and its 
residual effects on the contemporary lives of survivors. 
Makkai creates a powerful, unforgettable meditation, not 
on death, but rather on the power and gift of life. 

Be Everything at Once: tales of a cartoonist 
lady person 
by Dami Lee  LARISSA’S PICK  
(Graphic Biography LEE) 
Lee, who has lived in South Korea and the U.S., discusses 
identity in this collection of entries pulled from her webcomic, 
As Per Usual.  Her self-deprecating jokes and commentary 
on modern life, the Internet, and Korean and American  
cultures are funny, relatable, and clever. 

The Children Act 
By Ian McEwan  ROBERTA’S PICK  
(Fiction MCEWAN) 
McEwan's latest follows well-worn story lines but explores 
greater themes including love, parenting, duty, risk, logic, 
and religion. Fiona Maye, a British family law judge must 
decide the fate of Adam, a Jehovah's Witness minor who, 
along with his parents, is refusing a blood transfusion that 
could help him to survive leukemia. 
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Class Mom 
by Laurie Gelman  BRITTIN’S PICK  
(Fiction GELMAN) 
When Jen Dixon is asked by her best friend to be  
kindergarten class mom for the third time, she begrudgingly 
agrees. With her first email, full of wit and charm, Jen sets 
the stage for how things will be in Miss Ward's class. 
Moms, trying to hold back tears of laughter, will relate. 

The Grave’s a Fine and Private Place: a  
Flavia de Luce novel 
by Alan Bradley  ROBERTA’S PICK  
(Fiction BRADLEY) 
Who but Flavia de Luce could dangle her hand in the 
river on a boating outing and hook a human corpse in 
the mouth?   Acclaim for Alan Bradley's beloved  
Flavia deLuce novels continues.  If ever there were a 
sleuth who is bold, brilliant, and adorable, 
it's Flavia de Luce. a combination of Eloise and  
Sherlock Holmes. 

Social Creature 
by Tara Isabella Burton  LORRI’S PICK  
(Fiction BURTON) 
Louise has nothing.  Lavinia has everything. After a 
chance encounter, the two spiral into an intimate, intense, 
and possibly toxic relationship.  Patricia’s Highsmith’s The 
Talented Mr. Ripley updated for the internet age. 

Everyone Brave is Forgiven 
by Chris Cleve  SARAH.’S PICK  
(Fiction CLEVE) 
Loosely based on his grandparents' WWII-era lives, 
Cleave's new novel follows the soul-plumbing journeys of 
four young Londoners fighting their own personal battles 
as their world breaks apart. Among all the recent fictions 
about the war, Cleave's novel is a surprising standout, 
with irresistibly engaging characters who sharply  
illuminate issues of class, race, and wartime morality. 

Harry’s Trees 
by Jon Cohen  VICTORIA’S and LISA’S PICK  
(Fiction COHEN) 
Traumatized by the sudden death of his wife, thirty-four 
year old Harry Crane leaves his old life and heads for the 
remote forests of northeastern Pennsylvania, where he 
meets a young girl who sets him on a feverish road to 
redemption.   

The Lost for Words Bookshop 
by Stephanie Butland  LISA’S PICK  
(Fiction BUTLAND)  
The latest from Butland is a novel about love's many forms 
and the power of books. Loveday Cardewan, an anti-social 
25-year-old comes to terms with her dark past and learns to 
live in the present. Set in a used bookshop, Butland's novel 
tackles love, grief, violence, and friendship.  

Vox 
By Rebecca Dalcher  LORRI’S PICK  
(Fiction VOX) 
On the day the government decrees that women are  
allowed  no more than 100 words daily, Dr. Jean McClelan  
is in denial – this can’t happen here. Not in America. Not to 
her.  Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale and  
Sinclair Lewis’ It Can’t Happen Here all rolled into one. 

All the Ugly and Wonderful Things 
by Bryn Greenwood   SUSAN C.’S PICK  
(Fiction GREENWOOD) 
Greenwood's strong debut is about a young girl's triumph 
over the sordid life she might have led as the daughter of 
drug addicts, one of whom is a meth dealer. The story 
unfolds from a variety of characters' viewpoints, whether 
it's Wavy, whom we see growing from a six-year-old to a 
young adult; Wavy's grandmother, or the loving Kellen.  

The Importance of Being Kennedy: a novel 
by Laurie Graham AMY’S PICK  
(Fiction GRAHAM) 
Graham moves her focus to an imaginative fictionalization 
of the Kennedy clan's evolution between the world wars. 
The story is told from the perspective of Nora Brennan, an 
Irish immigrant nanny who watched over the Kennedy 
kids beginning in 1917. Though Nora adores each child, 
she grows especially fond of Rosie Kennedy, whose 
learning disability makes her the runt of the overachieving 

Summer Hours at the Robbers Library 
by Sue Halpern  ROBIN’S PICK  
(Fiction HALPERN) 
Halpern, a master of precise, warmhearted, nonfiction 
infuses this tale of second chances with empathy and 
humor. Riverton, New Hampshire, is a dingy small town 
grateful for its anchoring library, one of 1,687 constructed 
by Andrew Carnegie. The local library becomes a beacon 
for lost souls. Journalist-author Halpern has written a 
sweet novel with genuine charm.  

Giovanni’s Room 
by James Baldwin  ELIAS’ PICK  
(Fiction BALDWIN)  
Set in the 1950s Paris of American expatriates, a young 
man finds himself caught between desire and conventional 
morality.  Baldwin's 1956 novel was daring for its time,  
depicting a young man deep into Paris's second expatriate 
movement following World War II as he grapples with his 
sexual identity.  

The Magicians 
by Lev Grossman  SARAH’S PICK  
(Fiction GROSSMAN) 
This first book in a highly recommended series, will please 
adult fans of Harry Potter and The Chronicles of  
Narnia.  When Quentin, a brooding and insecure teenager 
is invited to enroll in a university for young spellcasters, he 
is thrilled beyond words, but the pursuit of magic is boring 
until friends endeavor to go on a heroic quest. 

Killers of the Flower Moon: the Osage  
Murders and the Birth of the FBI 
by David Grann  PAT’S PICK  
(Non- Fiction 976.6 GRA) 
In 1920s Oklahoma, many members of the oil-wealthy 
Osage Nation were dying suspicious deaths, leading to the 
establishment of what is now known as the FBI. Grann 
makes the violence and deception easy to follow by  
keeping the focus on one Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, 
whose family members were murdered one by one. This 
gripping title uncovers a baffling level of corruption. 

The Dream Quest of Vellitt-Boe 
By Kij Johnson  ELIAS’ PICK  
(Sci Fan JOHNSON) 
In Johnson's absorbing novella, mathematics professor 
Vellitt Boe, who lives in the land of dreams, must track 
down Clarie Jurat, a student who seems to have run away 
with a man who inhabits the waking world. Her father is a 
trustee of the college, and this is a scandal that might get 
women banned from the school. Vellitt sets off across an 
ever-shifting dreamworld of scheming elder gods,  
treacherous landscapes, and fantastical creatures. 

The Nasty Bits 
by Anthony Bourdain  JIN’S PICK  
(Non-Fic 641.5092 BOU) 
Bourdain’s  essay collection is divided into the flavors of 
salty, sweet, bitter, sour, and umami and makes for highly 
entertaining and sometimes shocking reading. Lovers of 
adventurous culinary experiences will find much to whet 
their appetites here, and those who loathe the celebrity 
chef phenomena will find a friend in Bourdain. 


