
Someone 
by Alice McDermott  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 

When we first meet Marie, she is seven years old. From a 
chance encounter with a neighborhood girl, to her parents' 
deaths, through WW II, marriage and children, this novel 
moves from one emotionally rich touch point to the next. 
McDermott captivates readers by delving into daily life with 
compassion, showing us that we can't always see at the time 
what will be meaningful in our lives. This simple, bittersweet 
story will appeal to readers of Alice Munro and Ann Patchett. 

 
Too Much Happiness 
by Alice Munro ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 

Every story collection from Canada's Alice Munro receives 
such critical plaudits that it's tempting for reviewers to recycle 
superlatives and readers to take her for granted. But there is 
no such thing as “just another" Munro release. Each time, she 
extends her work in a manner that redefines.  Here, Munro 
reads like a Russian master. It's hard to imagine that anyone 
could write stories richer than these. 
 
The Twelve Tribes of Hattie 
by Ayana Mathis  ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
This was not the life Hattie expected to live after fleeing Jim 
Crow Georgia in 1923 and settling in Philadelphia. Married to 
an irresponsible man, she is poor, cold, hungry, and desperate.  
Mathis pivots forward in time, spotlighting dramatic episodes in 
the lives of Hattie's nine children (and one grandchild to make 
the twelve tribes), galvanizing crises that expose the crushed 
dreams and anguished legacy of the Great Migration. 
 

Wench 

by Dolen Perkins-Valdez   ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
Four slave women accompany their masters to a resort in the 
free state of Ohio in the 1850s. Based on research about the 
resort that became the first black college, Wilberforce 
University, the novel explores the complexities of relationships 
in slavery and the comfort of women's friendships. 
 

Wide Sargasso Sea 
By Jean Rhys    KERRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
The heroine of this novel, set in the Caribbean, is Antoinette 
Cosway, a sensual and protected young woman who is sold 
into marriage to the prideful Rochester. In this best-seller, Rhys 
portrays a society so driven by hatred, so skewed in its sexual 
relations, that it can literally drive a woman out of her mind. 
 

The Wife 
by Meg Wolitzer  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Joan Castelman is en route to Finland to watch her husband, 
renowned author Joe Castleman, win the Helsinki Prize when 
she decides to leave him. What follows is Joan's fascinating 
recollection of their marriage, his career, and her fading 
dreams.  Wolitzer's crisp pacing and dry wit carry us headlong 
into a devastating message about the price of love and fame. 
 

A Winter’s Tale 
by Mark Helprin  ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction) 

From the very first sequence here (a white milk-cart horse 
bounds over the newly-built Brooklyn Bridge in a bid for 
freedom), Helprin makes it clear that he's out to conquer the 
Latin-American-style genre of magic realism--with splendid 
worlds of the impossible-made-possible, and storytelling 
designed to vibrate and shine on each page. 

 

More Suggestions are found on our website: 

www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 
Reference Desk tab to “Book and Film Corner” 

Take a look! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Affairs of Others 
by Amy Grace Loyd  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction)  
A mesmerizing debut novel about a young woman, haunted by 
loss, who rediscovers passion and possibility when she's 
drawn into the tangled lives of her neighbors. Celia Cassill has 
moved from one Brooklyn neighborhood to another and 
believes in boundaries, but everything changes with the arrival 
of a new tenant - a dazzling woman of a certain age on the run 
from her husband's recent betrayal. 

 
Asylum 
by Patrick McGrath  DANI’S PICK  (Fiction) 

McGrath explores issues of power, lust, and the ever-shifting 
definition of sanity in this sensual, yet harrowing, drama of 
sexual obsession at a high-security insane asylum just outside 
London.  McGrath has a mind that revels in the toxic side of 
things and, in this tale, descent into darkness and despair. 
 

Blue Plate Special 
by Kate Christensen ROBERTA’S PICK  (Bio Christensen) 
Christensen pegs her tangy memoir to the endless quest for 
sustenance and the nurturing of the self. In her first food 
memory, she's just eaten her favorite breakfast, soft-boiled 
eggs, when her father viciously attacks her mother. 
Christensen writes with savory, home-cooked clarity as she 
digs into the pleasures and dangers of food, charting the 
culinary fads of the 1960s on, as well as changes to women's 
lives while zestfully telling intimate and hilarious tales. 
 

Burial Rites 
by Hannah Kent  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 

Kent brings to vivid life the fictional final days of a young 
woman accused of murder in Iceland in 1829. The harshness 
of the landscape and the lifestyle of Iceland is as finely detailed 
as the heartbreak and tragedy of Agnes' life, based on the true 
story of the last woman executed there. Haunting reading from 
a bright new talent. 
 

Christian Nation 
by Frederic Rich  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
Could a Sarah Palin presidency spark a faith-based civil war in 
America? Yes, according to Rich's debut novel. The book is 
narrated by Greg, who, in 2029, is recalling the country's grim 
fate after John McCain bested Barack Obama in the 2008 
election. When McCain dies shortly after taking office, Palin 
becomes the willing puppet of Christian religious zealots who 
insist on making the United States a Christian nation, home-
schooling their children into soldiers for Christ. 
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The Circle 
by Dave Eggers  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 

Eggers offers a stunning work of terrifying plausibility, a 
cautionary tale of subversive power in the digital age, 
packaged as a Silicon Valley social satire. The “Circle”, an 
internet company that is successor to Facebook, Google, 
Twitter and more, is seen through the eyes of Mae Holland, a 
new hire who starts in customer service. 

 
Dark Places 
by Gillian Flynn  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Flynn takes modern readers back to Kansas to explore the 
fictional 1985 Day family massacre from the perspective of a 
survivor as well as the suspects. In order to identify the true 
killer, Libby Day must come to terms with the traumatic events 
of her childhood.  When the truth emerges, it's so twisted that 
even the most astute readers won't have predicted it. 
 

Defending Jacob 
by William Landay  LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 

Andy Barber has been an ADA in his suburban Massachusetts 
county for more than 20 years. He is respected in his 
community and happy at home with his wife, Laurie, and son 
Jacob, until his 14-year-old is charged with the murder of a 
fellow student. With its masterfully crafted characterizations 
and dialogue, emotional depth and frightening implications, the 
novel rivals the best of Scott Turow and John Grisham. 
 

The Emperor’s Children 
by Claire Messud  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
In 2001, a decade after they met at Brown, three best friends 
are finding it hard to be 30 in Manhattan.  Danielle is struggling 
as a TV documentary maker and Julius is barely surviving 
financially as a freelance critic. Marina, the beautiful daughter 
of celebrated social activist, journalist and hob-nobber Murray 
Thwaite, is living with her parents unable to finish her book. 
 

Extraordinary, Ordinary People 
by Condoleezza Rice  PEGGY’S PICK (Biography RICE) 
This is the story of Condoleezza Rice that has never been told, 
not that of an ultra-accomplished world leader, but of a little girl 
and a young woman -- trying to find her place in a sometimes 
hostile world -- and of two exceptional parents and an 
extended family and community, that made all the difference. 
 

Hotel du Lac 
by Anita Brookner ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 

Brookner frames the eternal question "Why love?" and tells the 
story of Edith Hope, who writes romance novels. When her life 
begins to resemble the plots of her own novels, however, Edith 
flees to Switzerland, where the quiet luxury of the Hotel du Lac 
promises to restore her to her senses. 
 

The Husband’s Secret 
by Liane Moriarty ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction)  

Moriarty experiments with the intersection of comedy and 
tragedy in her consideration of secrecy, temptation, guilt and 
human beings' general imperfections in the intertwining lives of 
three women connected to a Catholic elementary school in 
Sidney. Moriarty may be an edgier, more provocative and 
bolder successor to Maeve Binchy.  

 
Inside the Dream Palace 

by Sherill Tippins  DEBORAH’S PICK (Non-Fic 647.94 TIP) 
The Chelsea Hotel, from its very inception, was different. But 
the architecture was not what made the Chelsea famous; its 
residents did. Allen Ginsberg, Andy Warhol, Janis Joplin, and 
Leonard Cohen, are only a few of the figures populating this 
entertaining book. A zesty history of more than a century of 
American culture. 

 

Life After Life 
by Jill McCorkle  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Award-winning author Jill McCorkle takes us on a splendid 
journey through time and memory. "Life After Life" is filled with 
a sense of wonder at our capacity for self-discovery at any 
age. The residents, staff, and neighbors of the Pine Haven 
retirement center share some of life’s most profound 
discoveries and are some of the most true-to-life characters 
that you are ever likely to meet in fiction. 

 
Longbourn 
by Jo Baker  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 

Elizabeth and Darcy take a backseat in this engrossing Austen 
homage, which focuses on the lives of the servants of 
Longbourn rather than the Bennet family. Baker's novel finds 
Sarah yearning for something more than washing soiled 
dresses and the arrival of a handsome new footman, James 
Smith, creates quite a stir. 
 

Look at Me: a novel 
By Jennifer Egan KERRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Thirty-five-year-old Charlotte, an unpleasant Manhattan-based 
model who escaped the middle-class nothingness of her 
upbringing in Rockford, Ill., then spent her adult life getting by 
on appearances, literally loses her face in a catastrophic car 
accident in Egan’s satisfying stew of philosophy, social 
commentary, and storytelling. 
 

Mother, Daughter, Me 
by Katie Hafner  ANNALISE’S PICK (Biography HAFNER) 
When Hafner's octogenarian mother, Helen, is no longer able 
to care for her ailing life partner in her San Diego home, Hafner 
hatches a brilliant plan: move Helen to San Francisco to live 
with her and her teenage daughter, Zoe. It seems like an ideal 
scenario. Heartbreakingly honest, yet not without hope and 
flashes of wry humor. 
 

Plainsong  and  Eventide 
by Kent Haruf  PAT’S PICK (Fiction) 

Two bachelor farmer brothers, a pregnant high school girl, and 
two devoted teachers are a few of the characters featured in 
Haruf's touching novels. Set in the plains of Colorado, both 
novels comprise several story lines that flow into one. Haruf 
quietly depicts the stalwart courage of decent and troubled 
people going on with their lives. Readers will find that what 
made “Plainsong” a bestseller - its humanity, its grace and its 
moving, heartfelt story - shines again in “Eventide”, a sequel. 
 

Prayer for Owen Meany 
by John Irving BRITTIN’S PICK (Fiction) 

Diminutive Owen Meany, believing himself to be God's 
instrument, unlocks life's mysteries for his closest friend, 
Johnny, in this imaginative mix of humor and tragedy. Readers 
will be drawn in by the story of the boys' friendship and by the 
desire to see some resolution to Johnny's mysteries. 
 

Shocked: My Mother, Schiaparelli and Me 
by Patricia Volk  ANNALISE’S PICK (Non-Fic 746.9209 SCH) 

Volk studies two different but glamorous women-her mother, 
Audrey, an upper-class New York domestic goddess with the 
looks and manners of Grace Kelly, and haute couture 
European artist Elsa Schiaparelli, whose book, art, and 
perfume forever change the course of young Volk's life. As 
funny as it is poignant, Volk's work employs a combination of 
words to live by, rich vignettes, and photographs to show how 
she learned what it meant to be a woman and how all it takes 
is one book to transform a young person's world. 


