
 
 
 
I Remember You: a ghost story 
by Yrsa Siguroardottir  KATHY’S PICK (Mystery Fiction) 
Iceland's queen of suspense starts a sense of foreboding early, as married 
couple Katrin and Gardar travel from Reykjavik to isolated Hesteyri to 
renovate the old house they've bought to turn into a guesthouse. Concerns 
about finances and the viability of the project pale as something about the 
house makes the trio want to leave it.  
 

Swing Time 
by Zadie Smith   LORRI’S and ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Smith again does what she does best: packing a personal story into a 
larger understanding of how we humans form tribes. In London, two 
competitive mixed-race girls meet in dance class, and while the narrator 
passionately loves movement and studies steps in old-time movies, it's 
glamorous, dominant, socially advanced Tracey who wins medals. 

 
Born to Run 
by Bruce Springsteen   ROBIN’S PICK (Biography SPRINGSTEEN) 
In his long-awaited memoir, Springsteen takes readers on an entertaining, 
high-octane journey from the streets of New Jersey to all over the world. A 
natural storyteller, Springsteen commands our attention with his tales of 
growing up poor with a misanthropic father and a mother who had endless 
faith in people. 
 

My Life on the Road 
by Gloria Steinem   KRISTEN’S PICK (Biography STEINEM) 
Steinem weaves an inspired personal narrative by sharing stories of the 
places she's seen and people who have galvanized her, which includes 
everyone from poet laureates to cab drivers. Her anecdotes-specifically 
those about her nomadic, cheerful, and kind-hearted father-are deeply 
moving. What's touching about this work is its hopefulness. 
 

Sachiko: a Nagasaki bomb survivor’s story 
by Caren Barzelay Stelson   JUSTIN’S PICK (YA Biography YASUI) 

Fifty years after surviving the atomic bombing of Nagasaki as a six-year-
old, Sachiko Yasui began to share her story. This moving work of creative 
nonfiction offers Yasui's account of life in wartime Japan, the "unspeakable 
seconds" of the bombing, her family's struggle to survive, the deaths of her 
siblings from radiation sickness, her thyroid cancer, and her decades-long 
struggle to find words as a hibakusha, a survivor of the bombing. 

Just Mercy 
by Bryan Stevenson  LORRI’S and JIN’S PICK (Non-Fic 345.73 STE) 

As a young Harvard law student in an internship in Georgia, Stevenson 
visited death-row inmates and saw firsthand the injustices suffered by the 
poor and disadvantaged, how too many had been railroaded into 
convictions with inadequate legal representation. A passionate account of 
the ways our nation thwarts justice and inhumanely punishes the poor and 
disadvantaged. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Bookseller 
by Cynthia Swanson  SARAH’S PICK (Fiction)  

A powerful debut novel that will keep you turning pages into the early 
hours. The Bookseller follows a woman in the 1960s who wrestles to 
reconcile her daily life as a spinster bookstore owner with the alternate 
reality she suddenly begins to dream about each night, in which she is a 
happily-married wife and mother. 

 
Where Am I Now?: true stories of girlhood and 
accidental fame 

by Mara Wilson  ASHLEY’S PICK (Biography WILSON) 
Wilson, who rose to fame in the 1990s as a child actress in such movies 
as Mrs. Doubtfire and Matilda, presents a collection of essays in which she 
shares memories both of her experiences making movies and aging out of 
the cute child roles she'd been known for and subsequently finding her 
calling as a writer. Wilson's story is an uplifting and charming one. 
 

Another Brooklyn 

by Jacqueline Woodsen  ERIKA’S and LORRI’S (Fiction) 
Suddenly, having lived only in Tennessee, eight-year-old August finds 
herself in her father's hometown of Brooklyn. August is bolstered by the 
responsibility of watching her brother while their father works, and by the 
certainty that their mother will soon join them. From their third-floor 
window, August and her brother observe the daily despair of poverty, but 
more notably the world of liberated, unsupervised youth: the skipping rope, 
the uncapped hydrant, in short, the kids they wish they were. 
 

More Book Suggestions are found www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Take a look! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Everyone Brave is Forgiven 

by Chris Cleave  PAT’S PICK (Fiction) 
Loosely based on his grandparents' WWII-era lives, Cleave's new novel 
follows the soul-plumbing journeys of four young Londoners fighting their 
own personal battles as their world breaks apart.   Full of insight, 
memorable and witty dialog, the story paints a portrait of a damaged city 
with its inequities amplified by war and of courageous individuals whose 
connections to one another make them stronger. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ready Player One 

by Ernest Cline  THERESA G.’S  PICK (Fiction) 
In the near future, scarce fossil fuels have ended America's era of 
prosperity, sent small-town Americans to vertical trailer parks at urban 
fringes, and the entire population uses the OASIS, an immersive virtual 
reality, for education and escape.  Our heroes, sympathetic nerds with a 
lot of free time, go after a contest for control of OASIS, as do the Sixers, 
unscrupulous corporate drones. 
 
The Girls 
by Emma Cline  ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction) 

Bored teenager Evie Boyd is mesmerized by a young woman she spots 
wandering through a park one summer afternoon. It's 1969 in Petaluma, 
California, and Suzanne represents the glamour of the counterculture to 
lonely Evie.  Cline illuminates the darkest truths of a girl's coming-of-age, 
telling a story that is familiar on multiple levels in a unique and compelling 
way. 
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To Capture What We Cannot Keep 
by Beatrice Colin  VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction)  
Jamie Arrol, the nephew of a successful Scottish engineer, talks himself 
into an apprenticeship during the construction of the Eiffel Tower. Colin's 
Paris is a city of painters, aristocrats, prostitutes, secret lovers, and the 
magnificent artistic vision taking shape high above them. Devotees of the 
Belle Époque should relish every word. 
 

Warriors of the Storm 
by Bernard Cornwell  CLAIRE’S PICK (Fiction) 
Cornwell continues his epic rendering of the long and brutal path toward 
the unification of Britain. Though this is a Cornwell novel and, therefore, 
the combat scenes are paramount, the tangled politics and social mores of 
the day are intricately interwoven into the plot, placing the frenzied action 
firmly into historical context. 
 

Sweetbitter 
by Stephanie Danler  ERICA’S and ANNALISE’S PICK (Fiction) 
Twenty-one-year-old Tess arrives in New York, chasing a ravenous desire 
to experience the world. She somehow lands a position at a prestigious 
Union Square restaurant. The staff, a colorful cast of characters who show 
her varying degrees of support and impatience, becomes her family.  She 
works, studies to learn about wine, drinks excessively, and counters 
alcohol with cocaine-all with the diner staff. 

 
Ghostland: an American history in haunted places 
by Colin Dickey  ASHLEY’S PICK (Non-Fic 133.109 DIC ) 
Dickey continues his exploration of the strange and macabre with this 
latest work. Each chapter is an essay revolving around a spooky site or 
sighting. The focus ranges from specific landmarks to institutions such as 
Southern U.S. plantations to entire cities such as Salem, MA, and New 
Orleans-all supposed magnets for supernatural activity. 
 

In The Darkroom 
by Susan Faludi  LORRI’S PICK (Biography Faludi) 
Faludi, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist, presents the story of her father, 
who, after 25 years of estrangement, informed the author in 2004 that she 
had undergone a sex change operation, changing her name from Steven 
to Stefanie. Faludi tries to tease out the reasons for Stefanie's drastic 
decision and also reconcile this new person with the man she knew as a 
child: temperamental, masculine, obfuscating, and violent. 
 

Homegoing 
by Yaa Gyasi  ERICA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Fiction can do what historical narrative cannot: compress 300 years of 
African American experience into a story that is at once cohesive and 
compelling. The saga begins in West Africa in the 18th century, when 
Effia, a beautiful girl in the Asante tribe, is married off to a British officer 
who oversees slave trafficking, and continues through pivotal historical 
moments up to the present. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
My Year With Eleanor: a memoir 
by Noelle Hancock KRISTEN’S PICK (Biography HANCOCK) 

Journalist Hancock lived an inspirational Eleanor Roosevelt quotation: “Do 
one thing every day that scares you”.  Laid off from her job, she decided to 
follow up on Eleanor's command with gusto. While facing her fears small 
(price haggling) and large (climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro) every day during the 
year leading up to her thirtieth birthday, she read Roosevelt's abundant 
writings, and she peppers the book with anecdotes from her idol.  

 
The Flight of Gemma Hardy 
By Margot Livesey  ANNALISE’S PICK (Fiction) 
The talented Livesey updates Jane Eyre, changing the setting to Scotland 
and the Orkneys during the 1950s but taking care to keep resonating 
elements of this classic: a resourceful orphan makes her way in an 
uncaring world and not only endures but also triumphs. Despite readers' 
familiarity with the story line, they will be held rapt as Gemma Hardy, 
orphaned at age 10, is taken in by a loving uncle only to lose him, too. 

 
The Nix 
by Nathan Hill  CLAIRE’S PICK (Fiction) 

When Samuel was growing up, his mother drew on Norwegian folklore to 
tell him about the Nix, a spirit that carries trusting children to their deaths. 
The moral, she explained, is that "the things you love the most will one day 
hurt you the worst." This is the kernel from which Hill's accomplished novel 
germinates. Cartwheeling among multiple narrators, it spins the 
galvanizing stories of three generations derailed in unexpected ways. 

Party of One: a memoir in 21 songs 
by Dave Holmes  LORRI’S PICK (Biography HOLMES) 

The former MTV VJ waxes nostalgic on his life in pop culture. Holmes is 
all charm, and his self-deprecating style makes his story relatable and 
engaging without feeling self-involved. A hilarious and touching coming-of-
age story that will strike a particular nerve among Generation Y. 

 
Dead Wake: the last crossing of the Lusitania 
by Erik Larson  KERRI’S PICK (Non-Fic 940.451 LAR) 

Once again, Larson transforms a complex event into a thrilling human 
interest story.  When veteran captain William Thomas Turner accepted the 
pinnacle position of commander of the RMS Lusitania, he never imagined 
the danger that lay ahead. Larson traces the liner's final voyage by 
intertwining narratives of Turner with those of notable passengers. 

 
Florence Gordon 
by Brian Morton  VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction)  
Seventy-five-year-old activist Florence Gordon, blunt, imperious, intolerant 
of distractions, has been fighting the good fight in obscurity for decades 
until now. Suddenly, she is being profiled in magazines. Morton's 
intelligent portrait of a feisty, independent older woman is an absolute joy 
to read, not only for its delightful wit but also for its dignified appraisal of 
aging and living life on one's own terms. 
 

Everything I Never Told You 
by Celeste Ng   JIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
"Lydia is dead," the novel opens- blunt and unnerving.  She's only 16. The 
cracks in Lydia's perfect-daughter foundation erupt suddenly and 
tragically, and her death threatens to destroy her parents and deeply scar 
her siblings. Tantalizingly thrilling, Ng's emotionally complex debut novel 
captures tensions between cultures and generations. 

  
The Children’s Crusade 
by Ann Packer  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 

From a bestselling, award-winning author comes a sweeping, masterful 
new novel that explores the secrets and desires, the remnant wounds and 
saving graces of one California family, over the course of five decades.  
Packer begins her well-crafted family saga from the ground up with 
pediatrician Bill Blair's Portola Valley, California land purchase in 1954. He 
marries, has children, and their stories unfold. 
 

The Girl with the Lower Back Tattoo 
by Amy Schumer   ANNALISE’S PICK (Biography SCHUMER) 
Emmy Award-winning comedian, actress and writer shares the 
experiences that have shaped who she is--a woman with the courage to 
bare her soul and stand up for what she believes in, all while making us 
laugh. Ranging from the raucous to the romantic, the heartfelt to the 
harrowing, this highly entertaining and universally appealing collection is 
the literary equivalent of a night out with your best friend -- an 
unforgettable and fun adventure you wish could last forever. 



 
 
 
The Chilbury Ladies’ Choir 
by Jennifer Ryan  VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction RYAN)  

Letters and journals reveal the struggles, affairs, deceptions, and triumphs 
of five members of a village choir during World War II as they band 
together to survive the upheavals of war and village intrigue on the English 
home front. 
 

Books for Living 
by Will Schwalbe   LORRI’S PICK (Non-Fic 028.9 SCH) 
The right book at the right time can change your life, Schwalbe (The End 
of Your Life Book Club) argues as he distills a lifetime of reading 
recommendations down to this personal list of books for many moods and 
occasions.  

 
Hope in the Dark: untold histories, wild possibilities 
by Rebecca Solnit   LORRI’S PICK (Non-Fic 303.4 SOL) 
Solnit makes a radical case for hope as a commitment to act in a world 
whose future remains uncertain.  Drawing on her decades of activism and 
environmental, cultural, and political history, Solnit argues that the positive 
consequences of our acts are not always immediately seen. 
 

Without Reservations: the travels of an independent woman 
by Alice Steinbach   KRISTEN C.’S PICK (Biography STEINBACH) 
In a travel-book-memoir set against a glamorous background of European 
cities, Pulitzer-winning journalist Steinbach describes the nine months she 
spent traveling after she took a 1993 sabbatical from her job as columnist 
for the Baltimore Sun. 
 

Mothering Sunday 
by Graham Swift   LORRI’S and VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction SWIFT)  
Set in 1924, in an England still reeling from the loss of young men to the 
Great War, this tale offers a haunting portrait of lives in a world in 
transition. Its events unfold from the viewpoint of Jane Fairchild, a 22-year-
old maid at the Berkshire estate Beechwood. 
 

Hillbilly Elegy 
by J.D. Vance  VISTORIA’S and ERICA’S PICK (Biography VANCE) 
Growing up in Appalachia, Vance delves into his childhood and upbringing 
to make a distinction between perception and reality. Vance ended a cycle 
of poverty, abuse, and drug use after becoming a U.S. Marine and Yale 
Law School graduate. His memoir is less about his triumph and more 
about exposing the gritty truth of how a culture fell into ruin.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Afterwards 
by Rosamund Lupton  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction LUPTON)  

A blaze at a suburban London school takes on sinister overtones in 
Lupton's superb follow-up to Sister (2010). Grace runs headlong into the 
inferno, determined to rescue her 17-year-old daughter, Jenny, but both 
end up in critical condition in the hospital. A cozy scenario of suburban 
family accord morphs into a full-throttle psychological thriller.   

 
Family Life 
by Akhil Sharma  JIN’S PICK (Fiction SHARMA) 
Via the voice of protagonist Ajay Mishra, we travel from New Delhi to New 
York as his father, mother, brother Birju, and he arrive and settle in 
America. The family's misfortunes become extreme, but Sharma's prose 
transcends any disbelief, and his characters and their experiences will 
linger in the mind's recesses long after the last page is read. 
 

4321: a novel 
by Paul Auster  ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction AUSTER) 
A sweeping family saga (with a twist) about the life and loves of Archie 
Ferguson, a Jewish boy born to second-generation immigrants just after 
World War II.  The “twist” is that four identical Fergusons made of the 
same DNA, go on to lead four parallel and entirely different lives. 
 

Sag Harbor 
by Colson Whitehead  ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction WHITEHEAD) 
In a classic entering-manhood tale framed within the summer of 1985, 
Benji, 15, skinny, nerdy, and well-meaning reports on life in an African 
American enclave in Sag Harbor, Long Island. He and his brother attend 
private school in Manhattan and spend each summer here with a circle of 
friends, making for a generous, wisely funny novel. 
 

Watching Edie 
by Camilla Way  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction WAY) 
For fans of Gone Girl and The Girl on the Train: A dazzling work of 
psychological suspense that weaves together the past and present of two 
women's twisted friendship. Beautiful, creative, a little wild 
 

More Book Suggestions are found www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 
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Big Trouble 

by Dave Barry  KRISTEN’S PICK (Fiction BARRY) 
This first novel by the popular humorist won't fail to disappoint his 
numerous fans because it's a delightful romp through the less noble side 
of Miami life. With its kooky characters, this novel boils down to comic 
relief, a great source of diversion, and even chuckles. Hats off to Barry's 
cleverness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Mothers 

by Brit Bennett  ROBERTA’S  PICK (Fiction BENNETT) 

Bennett's brilliant debut novel is about a trio of young people coming of 
age under the shadow of harsh circumstances in a black community in 
Southern California. Deftly juggling multiple issues, Bennett addresses 
infidelity, religious faith, hypocrisy, and race-head-on.  The story is 
narrated in part by “the mothers” – a chorus of elder church women. 

 
The Guest Room 
by Chris Bohjalian  KATHY’S PICK (Fiction BOHJALIAN) 
Bohjalian's cautionary tale concerns a very poorly planned bachelor party. 
Richard Chapman, a middle-aged banker, makes one mistake that will 
upend his life: he hosts a bachelor party at his suburban Bronxville home 
for his younger brother, Philip.  Richard's wife, Kristin, a good sport about 
the impending high jinks, is spending the weekend at her mother's with 
their 9-year-old daughter, Melissa, to allow the boys to be boys.  
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Moon Palace 
by Paul Auster  JORDAN’S PICK (Fiction AUSTER)  
M. S. Fogg is a “love child'' who graduates from Columbia University and 
almost dies while living on handouts in Central Park. After his rescue, he 
becomes the live-in companion of an old, eccentric, blind cripple. Auster's 
narrative takes the reader out of the chaos of New York and into the 
silence of Utah, leading Fogg to his until-then unknown father.  
 

How to Set a Fire and Why 
by Jesse Ball  CLAIRE’S PICK (Fiction BALL) 
Lucia, a teenage girl who has lost everything and will burn anything, has 
been kicked out of school, again. Her father is dead; her mother is 
in a mental institute; and she's living in a garage-turned-bedroom with her 
aunt.  Lucia’s fascination with arson becomes a riveting story of family, 

loss, misguided friendship, and destruction. 
 

Celine 
by Peter Heller LORRI’S PICK (Fiction HELLER) 
Celine is a licensed PI, living near the Brooklyn Bridge with her 
partner/husband Pete. The main plot centers on a daughter's quest for her 
father, who "disappeared" at Yellowstone many years back, supposedly 
mauled by a grizzly, but his body was never found.  Celine and Pete head 
West and launch an investigation, venturing into international cover-ups, 
and culminating in hilarious showdowns in which wit is the mightiest.  

 
To the Bright Edge of the World 
by Eowyn Ivey VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction IVEY) 
Set in the wilds of her native Alaska, Ivey portrays a fictional 1885 
expedition, led by Colonel Allen Forrester of the U.S. Army, into the newly 
acquired Alaska Territory to map the area's rivers and gather information 
about the Native populations. By means of the colonel's journal entries 
and letters between him and his wife, Sophie, Ivey deftly draws the reader 
into the perils of the journey.  
 

Better: the everyday art of sustainable living 
by Nicole Caldwell  KRISTEN’S PICK (Non-Fic 640 CAL) 

The key to the author's "Better Theory" is that every experience, good or 
bad, is an opportunity for growth. She presents stories of people who have 
started communities to serve those with physical disabilities, homeless 
veterans, and others, but her vision expands to all who desire a more 
fulfilling life. 
 

City on Fire 
by Garth Risk Hallberg  JIN’S PICK (Fiction HALLBERG) 
This magnificent first novel is full to bursting with plot, character, and 
emotion, all set within an exquisitely grungy 1970s New York City.  Sam 
Cicciaro heads to Central Park on New Year's Eve and is found hours later 
barely clinging to life after being shot in the head. Why this charismatic 
punk-rock fan was shot is just one of the many plot strands in this 
sprawling but completely engrossing novel. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Faking It 
by Jennifer Crusie KRISTEN’S PICK (Fiction CRUSIE) 
Bestseller Crusie takes readers on another smooth ride in her latest 
romantic caper. At the wheel this time is art forger Matilda Goodnight, 
whose chance encounter in a closet with cute con man/thief Davy 
Dempsey leads to madcap mayhem and breathless romance.  

 
11/22/1963 
By Stephen King  JORDAN’S PICK (Fiction KING) 
Maine restaurant owner Al tells high school English teacher Jake Epping 
that there's a time portal to 1958 in his diner. Al has terminal cancer and 
asks Jake to grant his dying wish: go back in time and prevent the 1963 
assassination of JFK. Alternate-history buffs will enjoy the twist ending. 

 
Euphoria 
by Lily King  ERICA’S PICK (Fiction KING) 
The love lives and expeditions of anthropologists Margaret Mead, Reo 
Fortune, and Gregory Bateson are fictionalized and reimagined in King's 
entrancing book. Set in the 1930s in Papua New Guinea, the fascinating 
descriptions of tribal customs and rituals, paired with the characters' 
insatiable appetites for scientific discovery, all contribute to a thrilling read.  
 

You’ll Grow Out of It 
by Jessi Klein  LORRI’S PICK (Biography KLEIN) 

Comedian Klein hilariously navigates the world of 21st-century adulthood, 
adding levity to the difficult stage of life for millennial women in the thick of 
it. From mundane topics (lingerie) to more significant ones (childbirth), 
Klein's refreshing anecdotes explore the facets of being a modern woman 
with raw honesty and indelible wit. 
 

A Piece of the World 
by Christina Baker Kline  VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction KLINE) 

Kline takes Andrew Wyeth's iconic and enigmatic painting Christina's 
World as the inspiration for her new novel. The story knits together the 
period in the 1940s when Wyeth sets up a studio in an old farmhouse in 
Maine, where 46-year-old Christina Olson lives with her brother Alvaro.  

 
Flight of Dreams 
by Ariel Lawhon  SARAH’S PICK (Fiction LAWHON)  

Lawhon fictionalizes the transatlantic flight of the German passenger 
airship Hindenburg before it exploded on May 6, 1937. The author 
escalates the tension with a variety of subplots involving ill-fated romance, 
increasing prejudice against the Jewish passengers, dark revenge 
schemes, and a hapless cabin boy who ends up in all the wrong places. 
 

Under the Influence 
by Joyce Maynard   ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction MAYNARD) 
An emotionally fragile woman falls under the spell of a glamorous wealthy 
couple in the latest from Maynard.  A recovering alcoholic still mourning 
the misstep that cost her custody of her young son, Helen is working odd 
jobs to make ends meet when she encounters Ava and Swift Havilland.  
The reader be absorbed by this beguiling, compulsively readable yarn. 

 
Bright Precious Days 
by Jay McInerny  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction MCINERNY) 
McInerney's continuation of his New York City saga will pull in his many 
fans as he observes the passage of life's seasons with indelible clarity. 
McInerney's tale is a powerful portrait of the ebbs and flows of a marriage 
in tumultuous times in a city ravaged by drugs, terrorism, economic 
depression and in the shadow of the looming subprime mortgage crisis. 

 
A Fall of Marigolds 
by Susan Meissner   PAT’S PICK (Fiction MEISSNER) 
A scarf ties together the stories of two women as they struggle with 
personal journeys 100 years apart in Meissner's historical novel. In 1911, 
Clara Wood witnesses the traumatic death of the man she loves in the 
Triangle Shirtwaist Fire. Interwoven into Clara's tale is the story of widow 
Taryn Michaels who does her best to avoid the overwhelming emotions 
she's felt since she witnessed the destruction of the World Trade Towers.  

 
The Children’s Crusade 
by Ann Packer  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction PACKER) 
This compassionate tale spans 30 years and follows a doctor, his wife, 
and their four children. Bill Blair is a gifted healer who worries that his wife 
Penny's unhappiness will traumatize their children. With the birth of their 
fourth child, Penny is suddenly deeply unhappy with her domestic role and 
opts to turn their garden shed into an art studio, where she spends most of 
her time. The children, meanwhile, feel her absence deeply and try to lure 
her back into the fold, with mixed results. 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Secret Life of William Shakespeare 
by Jude Morgan   AMY’S PICK (Fiction MORGAN)) 
Morgan is no stranger to literary historical fiction, and readers will note that 
he takes liberties with the Bard's words, motivations, and personality while 
staying true to the spirit of the Shakespeare we all know and love. At 18, 
William Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway, a woman six years his 
senior and already pregnant. A few facts are really all that's known about 
the early life of Shakespeare.  Morgan creates an entertaining read. 
 

Idaho 
by Emily Ruskovich   LORRI’S PICK (Fiction RUSKOVICH) 
Ann attempts to piece together her husband Wade's past -namely, the 
murder of his younger daughter, May, by his ex-wife, Jenny, and the 
disappearance of his elder daughter, June. The book is set in the 
landscape of Idaho, spanning over 50 years, and depicting Ann's 
obsession and determination to figure out what happened to the girls. 
 

Anything is Possible 
by Elizabeth Strout   ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction STROUT) 
If you miss the charming characters from Pulitzer Prize winner Elizabeth 
Strout's best-selling My Name Is Lucy Barton, you'll be happily reunited 
with them in Strout's smart and soulful Anything Is Possible. An 
unforgettable cast of small-town characters copes with love and loss.  
 

Saints for All Occasions: a novel 
by Courtney J. Sullivan   ERICA’S PICK (Fiction SULLIVAN)  
Nora and Theresa Flynn are twenty-one and seventeen when they leave 
their small village in Ireland and journey to America.  A sweeping, 
unforgettable novel about the hope, sacrifice, and love between two 
sisters and the secret that drives them apart.  
 

The Lying Game 

by Ruth Ware  KATHY’S  PICK (Fiction WARE) 
In the wake of a woman's horrifying discovery of human remains along a 
scenic tidal estuary, the members of a once-inseparable clique from a 
second-rate boarding school near the English Channel reflect on their 
participation in a dangerous game of deception that contributed to the 
death of a teacher. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
A Gentleman in Moscow 
by Amor Towles  VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction TOWLES)  
Count Alexander Rostov, in 1922, is sentenced to house arrest in the 
grand hotel Metropol.  As he carves out a new existence for himself in his 
shabby attic room and within the magnificent walls of the hotel, his 
conduct, his resolve, and his commitment to his home and to the hotel 
guests and staff form a triumph of the human spirit. 

 
Cocoa Beach: a novel 
by Beatriz Williams  AMY’S PICK (Fiction WILLIAMS) 
New York Times bestselling author Williams transports readers to sunny 
Florida in this lush and enthralling historical novel--an enchanting blend of 
love, suspense, betrayal, and redemption set among the rumrunners and 
scoundrels of Prohibition-era Cocoa Beach. 
 

The Bassoon King: my life in art, faith, and idiocy 

by Rainn Wilson  ASHLEY’S PICK (Biography WILSON) 
A comedic memoir by the actor best known for his portrayal of Dwight on 
"The Office" traces his experiences as a young misfit, his early career 
struggles, and his post-success reconnection with the artistic and creative 
values of his Baháí faith. 
 

Before We Were Yours 
by Lisa Wingate  THERESA C.’S PICK (Fiction WINGATE) 
Wingate's latest follows the interwoven story lines of Avery Stafford, a 
lawyer from a prominent South Carolina family, and Rill Foss, the eldest of 
five children who were taken from their parents' boat by an unscrupulous 
children's home in the 1930s. Wingate is a compelling storyteller, steeping 
her narrative with a forward momentum that keeps the reader engaged 
and curious. 
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The Sleepwalker 

by Chris Bohjalian  KATHY’S PICK (Fiction BOHJALIAN) 
One night when her professor husband is out of town, and while her 
teenage daughters sleep in their rooms, Annalee Ahlberg walks out her 
front door and heads toward the river. She is never seen again. Set in 
Vermont in 2000, this fusion of mystery and domestic thriller considers the 
impact of a sleepwalker's disappearance on her husband and children. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
How to Behave in a Crowd 

by Camille Bordas  ERICA’s PICK (Fiction BORDAS) 
Bordas's intriguing first novel in English consists of the personal narrative 
of Isidore (Dory) Mazal from age 11 to 14 as he struggles to understand 
his family, his hometown in France, and what little he sees of the world. 
Dory is a charming narrator, average, agreeable, and kindhearted.  This 
“dramedy” is refreshing and enjoyable and will make readers nostalgic for 
the best parts of their awkward childhoods. 

 
The Bookshop on the Corner 
by Jenny Colgan  AMY’S PICK (Fiction COLGAN) 
A "literary matchmaker" who takes joy in pairing readers with perfect 
books, moves from the city to a sleepy village where she becomes a 
bookmobile driver and rediscovers her sense of adventure while searching 
for a happy ending of her own. 
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SPQR 
by Mary Beard  CLAIRE’S PICK (Non-Fic 937 BEA)  
The first millennium of Rome is Beard's topic in this delightful and 
extensive examination of what made Rome, and why we should 
care.  Since the author is a well-known popularizer of classical studies, it is 
no surprise that this is a humorous and accessible work. 
 

The Address 
by Fiona Davis  SUSAN E.’S PICK (Fiction DAVIS) 
A compelling historical fiction about love and loss, success and ruin, 
passion and madness in Manhattan's storied Dakota apartment building.  
Within two intertwining stories that take place 100 years apart, the author 
shows how tough it could be for women in the 19th century. The historical 
asides about old New York and the Dakota's beginnings are fun to read. 
 

What Made Matty Run 
by Kate Fagan THERESA C.’S PICK (Non-Fic 616.858 FAG) 
ESPN columnist Fagan delves into the haunting story of Maddy Holleran, 
a track runner at the University of Pennsylvania whose struggles with 
depression and the pressures of sports culture ended in suicide. The 
narrative flips back and forth between chapters that recreate Maddy's life 
and essays on how athletics impact mental health of millions of people.  

 
The Art of Fielding 
by Chad Harbach VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction HARBACH) 
An amiable, Middle American, baseball-centric coming-of-age tale. Henry 
Skrimshander seems bound for nowhere special, and fast. He's good 
enough out on the field, but not quite good enough for the Majors or the 
Ivy League, as he knows.  In the end, nothing ever quite turns out like 
anyone expects, which, as grown-ups know, is the nature of life. 
 

News of the World 
by Paulette Jiles  PAT’S and ERICA’S PICK (Fiction JILES) 
After the Civil War, an aging itinerant news reader agrees to transport a 
young captive of the Kiowa back to her people, an aunt and uncle she 
does not remember--strangers who regard her as an unwanted burden. 
The reader becomes immersed in the dusty Texan landscape, witnessing 
the anguish, fear, compassion, and joy in the unlikely pair's journey. 
 

Made for Love 
by Alyssa Nutting  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction NUTTING) 
Moving to a senior citizen trailer park with her father, Hazel, the estranged 
wife of a corporate CEO who demanded she install a brain chip so that 
they could be constantly connected, tries to carve out a new life while her 
ex uses sophisticated technology to stalk her. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
How to Find Love in a Bookshop 
by Veronica Henry AMY’S PICK (Fiction HENRY) 
The enchanting story of a book shop, its owner, a supportive literary 
community, and the extraordinary power of books to heal the heart.  There 
are serious depths within Henry's latest as characters navigate 
relationships, heartaches, and grief. 

 
When Breath Becomes Air 
By Paul Kalanithi  JIN’S PICK (Biog KALANITHI) 
With incredible literary quality, philosophical acuity, and medical authority, 
facing mortality is approached from the dual perspective of the 
neurosurgeon Kalanithi, who spent a decade meeting patients in the 
twilight between life and death, and the terminally ill patient Kalanithi who 
suddenly found himself living as a terminal cancer patient.  

 
The Lowland 
by Jhumpa Lahiri  ERICA’S PICK (Fiction LAHIRI) 
Set in both India and America, The Lowland is a tale of two brothers 
bound by tragedy, a fiercely brilliant woman haunted by her past, a country 
torn by revolution, and a love that lasts long past death. 
 

The Bridge to Brilliance 
by Nadia Lopez  THERESA C.’S PICK (Non-Fic  371.01 LOP) 
Lopez details her struggles and triumphs as the principal of Mott Hall 
Bridges Academy, the middle school she founded in a poverty-ridden 
section of Brooklyn. Her lessons on leadership and respect would also be 
useful at home and in the corporate world. 
 

Everything You Want Me To Be 
by Mindy Mejia  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction MEJIA) 
A teenage girl's murder splits apart a rural Minnesota community, 
uncovering not only her secrets, but also those of the town. Mejia explores 
manipulation and identity in this compelling psychological thriller . 

The Admissions  
by Meg Mitchell Moore  AMY’S PICK (Fiction MOORE)  
Moore captures the frazzled pressure cooker of modern life as a 
seemingly perfect family comes undone by a few desperate measures, 
long-buried secrets—and college applications!. 
 

Mata Hari’s Last Dance 
by Michelle Moran   PAT’S PICK (Fiction MORAN) 
As Mata Hari awaits her fate in a grim Parisian prison in 1917, she is 
visited by a reporter determined to peel away the layers of intrigue and 
mystery.  Moran expertly balances fact and fiction and brings to vibrant life 
the famed world of Mata Hari: dancer, courtesan, and possibly, spy. 
 

Little Fires Everywhere 
by Celeste Ng  ROBERTA’S and ERICA’S PICK (Fiction NG) 
When the eccentric and itinerant artist Mia Warren and her 15-year-old 
daughter, Pearl, move into a rental house in Shaker Heights, Ohio, neither 
they nor their conventional, affluent landlords, the Richardsons, have any 
reason to anticipate how dangerously enmeshed the two families will 
become. This novel is an intricate and captivating portrait of an eerily 
perfect suburban town with its dark not-quite-hidden undertones. 
 

Behold the Dreamers 
by Imbolo Mbue   PAT’S PICK (Fiction MBUE) 
A debut novel about marriage, immigration, class, race, and the trapdoors 
in the American Dream--the story of a young Cameroonian couple making 
a new life in New York just as the Great Recession upends the economy.  
Mbue challenges us to consider what it takes to make us genuinely 
content, and how long is too long to live with our dreams deferred. 
 

Commonwealth 
by Ann Patchett  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction PATCHETT) 
Patchett draws from personal experience for a funny, sad, and ultimately 
heart-wrenching family portrait: a collage of parents, children, stepchildren, 
siblings, and stepsiblings in 1960s California.   Commonwealth is a 
meditation on inspiration, interpretation, and the ownership of stories. It is 
a brilliant and tender tale of the far-reaching ties of love and responsibility 
that bind us together.  
 
 

Good Omens: the nice and accurate prophesies of 
Agness Nutter, witch 
by Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett KERRI’S PICK (Fiction GAIMAN) 
A zany novel of religious and social satire featuring a devil and an angel 
who join forces to prevent Armageddon (which would spoil their 
comfortable life-styles) by chasing down the Antichrist, a nice but 
invulnerable 11-year-old boy. This novel is definitely an acquired taste, but 
when one considers the popularity of the authors, it's obvious that there 
are plenty of readers who have indeed acquired the taste. 


	2017 Winter Staff Picks.pdf
	2017 Spring-Summer Staff Picks.pdf
	2017 Fall Staff Picks.pdf

