
Roth, Philip. The Human Stain – Lestra’s pick 

It is 1998, the year in which America is whipped into 

a frenzy of prurience by the impeachment of a 

president, and in a small New England town, an 

aging classics professor, Coleman Silk, is forced to 

retire when his colleagues decree that he is a racist. 

The charge is a lie, but the real truth about Silk 

would have astonished even his most virulent 

accuser. FICTION 

 

Smith, Zadie. White Teeth  – Marion’s pick 

Set in post-war London, this novel of the racial, 

political, and social upheaval of the last half-century 

follows two families--the Joneses and the Iqbals, 

both outsiders from within the former British 

empire--as they make their way in modern England. 

FICTION 

 

Spark, Muriel.  A Far Cry from Kensington  

Roberta’s pick 

Set on the crazier fringes of 1950s literary London, A 

Far Cry from Kensington is a delight, hilariously 

portraying love, fraud, death, evil, and 

transformation. FICTION 

 

Toibin, Colm.  Brooklyn – Pat’s pick 

Leaving her home in post-World War II Ireland to 

work as a bookkeeper in Brooklyn, Eilis Lacey 

reluctantly parts with her sister and fragile mother 

and discovers a new romance in America with a 

charming blond Italian man before devastating news 

threatens her happiness.  FICTION 

 

Waldman, Ayelet.  Bad Mother – Deborah’s pick 

Covering topics as diverse as the hysteria of 

competitive parenting (whose toddler can recite the 

planets in order of their distance from the sun?), the 

relentless pursuits of the Bad Mother police, and the 

bane of every mother’s existence (homework, that 

is), Bad Mother illuminates the anxieties that riddle 

motherhood today, while providing women with the 

encouragement they need to give themselves a 

break. NONFICTION 

 

Welch, Diana, Liz, Amanda & Dan.   

The Kids are All Right - Roberta’s pick 

A family story told from the revolving viewpoints of 

its four children describes how they lost both of 

their parents and their privileged lifestyle early in 

life before being separated into different homes, 

where they struggled to achieve independence and 

find one another. NONFICTION 

 

Whitehead, Colin. Sag Harbor  – Deborah’s pick 

Benji, one of the only black kids at an elite prep 

school in Manhattan, tries desperately during the 

school year to find a social group that will accept 

him.  Every summer, he and his brother, Reggie, 

escape to the East End of Sag Harbor, where a small 

community of African-American professionals has 

built a world of its own, in a funny coming-of-age 

novel that explores racial and class identity. FICTION 

January - March 2010 

 

BaldaccI, David. True Blue  - Carol’s pick 

Mason 'Mace' Perry was a maverick cop on the DC 

police force until she was kidnapped and framed for 

a crime. She lost everything - her career, her liberty - 

and spent two years in prison. Now back on the 

outside, Mace is trying to rebuild her life and track 

down the people who set her up. FICTION 

 

Banville, John. The Sea  – Nancy B.’s pick 

Struggling to cope with grief, anger, and loss 

following the death of his wife, Max, a middle-aged 

man, returns to his childhood seaside home, where 

he deals with his memories of his first encounter 

with the Graces, a wealthy vacationing family, his 

recollections of his wife, and the emotional upheaval 

of the present as he comes to an understanding of 

the profound influence of the past on the his life. 

FICTION 

 

Bastianich, Lidia.  Lidia cooks from the  

heart of Italy  – Nancy H.’s pick 

In this warmly written, lushly illustrated new 

cookbook, Lidia delves into the regional cooking of 

many lesser known parts of Italy—Molise, Liguria, 

Umbria, Abruzzo, Calabria, Valle d’Aosta, Le Marche, 

Trentino Alto Adige, Basilicata, and Sardinia—and 

explores hidden treasures in the well-known 

gastronomic domains of Lombardy and Emilia 

Romagna. NONFICTION 

 

Benioff, David.  City of Thieves - Dani’s pick 

Documenting his grandparents' experiences during 

the siege of Leningrad, a young writer learns his 

grandfather's story about how a military deserter 

and he tried to secure pardons by gathering hard-to-

find ingredients for a powerful colonel's daughter's 

wedding cake. FICTION 

 

Blum, Jenna. Those Who Save Us  – Maryjo’s pick 

A professor of German history begins a long journey 

back into a past she has pushed aside, returning to 

Germany to reopen the wounds of her own life--as 

well as that of her mother--as a child living in Nazi 

Germany. FICTION 

 

Byatt, A.S. Possession – Pat’s pick 

A young academic couple's attempt to trace the 

relationship between two turbulent, romantic, and 

superstitious Victorian poets reveals uncanny 

parallels with their own lives and culminates in the 

exhumation of a poet's corpse. FICTION 

 



Christensen, Kate.  Epicure’s Lament –Chris’ pick 

Disenchanted with life and losing his cherished 

solitude in the wake of returning estranged family 

members, wealthy bachelor, Hugo Whittier, 

deliberately overindulges in tobacco use against the 

recommendations of his doctor and involves himself 

in the affairs of others. FICTION 

 

Cleave, Chris. Little Bee  – Chris’ pick 

A haunting novel about the tenuous friendship that 

blooms between two disparate strangers--one an 

illegal Nigerian refugee, the other a recent widow 

from suburban London. FICTION 

 

Dexter, Pete. Spooner – Barbara’s pick 

Losing his father shortly after birth, Warren Spooner 

endures a troubled childhood and even more 

troubled young adulthood that is marked by his 

dishonorably discharged stepfather, whose 

inexhaustible patience is tested by the difficult 

Warren. FICTION 

 

Dunant, Sarah . Sacred Hearts  – Page’s pick 

Condemned by sixteenth-century demands for 

lucrative dowries in order to marry, young Serafina 

is ripped from an illicit love affair and confined in a 

Renaissance Italy convent, a situation against which 

she passionately rebels and reminds the convent's 

doctor of her own unhappy early years. FICTION 

 

Gill, Gillian. We two : Victoria and Albert : rulers, 

partners, rivals  - Nancy H.’s pick 

Gillian Gill offers a revolutionary portrait of a queen 

and her prince, revealing at once both an intimate 

but far-from-idyllic relationship that succeeded 

against all odds as the strong, feisty queen and the 

brilliant, fragile prince worked together to build a 

family based on support, trust, and fidelity. 

NONFICTION 

 

Goddard,Robert. In Pale Battalions  - Dani’s pick 

A young girl grows up unaware of the incredible 

events of her birth and of the mysterious 

circumstances surrounding the death of Captain 

John Hallows, perhaps her father and most certainly 

her benefactor, until a trip to Paris reveals her 

family's dark secrets. FICTION 

 

Horowitz, Alexandra. Inside of a dog : what dogs 

see, smell, and know  – Eileen’s pick 

A psychologist and aficionado offers insight into the 

canine mind, drawing on current cognitive research 

to illuminate a dog's perceptual abilities and the 

experiences that shape dog behavior, in a report 

that also shares stories about the author's 

relationship with her canine friend, Pumpernickel. 

NONFICTION 

 

 

 

Jordan,  Hillary. Mudbound  – Lestra’s pick 

When Henry McAllan moves his city-bred wife, 

Laura, to a cotton farm in the Mississippi Delta in 

1946, she finds herself in a place both foreign and 

frightening. Henry's love of rural life is not shared 

by Laura, who struggles to raise their two young 

children in an isolated shotgun shack under the eye 

of her hateful, racist father-in-law. FICTION 

 

Katz, Jon.  Soul of a dog: reflections on the 

spirits and the animals of Bedlam Farm   

Eileen’s pick 

Explores the question of whether animals have 

souls, sharing stories about the author's border 

collie and other pet and farm animals he lives with 

to consider their spiritual characters and seemingly 

moral or amoral choices. NONFICTION 

 

Lahiri, Jhumpa. The Namesake  – Marion’s pick 

An incisive portrait of the immigrant experience 

follows the Ganguli family from their traditional life 

in India through their arrival in Massachusetts in the 

late 1960s and their difficult melding into an 

American way of life, in a debut novel that spans 

three decades, two continents, and two 

generations. FICTION 

 

Lahiri, Jhumpa. Unaccustomed Earth Maryjo’ pick 

Exploring the secrets and complexities lying at the 

heart of family life and relationships, a collection of 

eight stories includes the title work, about a young 

mother in a new city whose father tends her 

garden while hiding a secret love affair. FICTION 

 

McCullough, David.   The Johnstown Flood  

Nancy B.’s pick 

A graphic account of the collapse of a poorly 

constructed dam and the resulting flood which 

killed 2,000 people and caused a nationwide 

scandal. NONFICTION 

 

Mieville, China.  The City and The City  Page’s pick 

When the body of a murdered woman is found in 

the extraordinary, decaying city of Beszel, 

somewhere at the edge of Europe, it looks like a 

routine case for Inspector Tyador Borlú of the 

Extreme Crime Squad. But as he probes, the 

evidence begins to point to conspiracies far 

stranger, and more deadly, than anything he could 

have imagined. Soon his work puts him and those 

he cares for in danger. FICTION 

 

Roberts, Gregory David.  Shantaram, – Lois’ pick 

Having escaped an Australian maximum security 

prison, a disillusioned man loses himself in the slums 

of Bombay, where he works for a drug mafia 

kingpin, smuggles arms for a crime lord, forges 

bonds with fellow exiles, and finds love with an 

elusive woman. FICTION 

 



Simonson,Helen. Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand–Nancy H’s 

pick 

Change is threatening the little world of Edgecombe St. Mary. 

Lord Dagenham is about to sell off part of his ancestral estate 

to developers, and Pakistanis have taken over the village shop. 

Major Ernest Pettigrew is definitely old school, but he has 

been lonely since his wife died, and though he is prey to 

various unattached ladies it is with shopkeeper Mrs. Ali that he 

forms a bond, nourished by their mutual interest in literature. 

FICTION 

 

Stegner, Wallace.  Angle of Repose  Nancy B’s pick 

Stegner's Pulitzer Prize-winning novel--the magnificent story 

of four generations in the life of an American family. A 

wheelchair-bound retired historian embarks on a monumental 

quest: to come to know his grandparents, now long dead. 

FICTION 

 

Stegner, Wallace.  Crossing to Safety Nancy B’s pick 

From the award-winning author of "Angle of Repose" comes a 

brilliant novel of family and friendship that "The New York 

Times Book Review" called "superb". It is the poignant story of 

two couples who form a lifelong friendship, and the loyalties, 

celebrations, tragedies, and conflicts that afflict them as 

individuals and as families.. FICTION 

 

Stockett, Kathryn.  The Help – Marion’s pick 

Aibileen is a black maid in 1962 Jackson, Mississippi, who's 

always taken orders quietly, but lately she's unable to hold her 

bitterness back. Her friend Minny has never held her tongue 

but now must somehow keep secrets about her employer 

that leave her speechless. White socialite Skeeter just 

graduated college. Together, these seemingly different 

women join together to write a tell-all book about work as a 

black maid in the South, that could forever alter their 

destinies and the life of a small town...FICTION 

 

Styron, William. Confessions of Nat Turner – Nancy B’s pick 

In 1831 Nat Turner awaits death in a Virginia jail cell. He is a 

slave, a preacher, and the leader of the only effective slave 

revolt in the history of 'that peculiar institution'. William 

Styron's ambitious and stunningly accomplished novel is 

Turner's confession, made to his jailers under the duress of his 

God. Encompasses the betrayals, cruelties and humiliations 

that made up slavery - and that still sear the collective psyches 

of both races. . FICTION 

 

Tanenbaum, Leora. Taking Back God – Aisha’s pick 

In Taking Back God, Leora Tanenbaum recounts the stories of 

women across the United States, starting with herself, who 

love their religion but hate their second-class status within it. 

NONFICTION 

 

Thayer, Nancy.  Summer House – Barbara’s pick 

During the summer, life for the prestigious Wheelwright 

family revolves around their Nantucket house.  Three 

generations of Wheelwright women find common bonds on 

their way to self-discovery as secrets are unearthed making 

this clan a true family. FICTION 

 

Tsukiyama, Gail. The Samurai’s Garden – Deborah’s pick 

The story about a 20-year-old Chinese painter named Stephen 

who is sent to his family's summer home in a Japanese coastal 

village to recover from a bout with tuberculosis.  FICTION 

 

Verghese, Abraham. Cutting for Stone – Nancy B’s pick 

Marion and Shiva Stone are twin brothers born of a secret 

union between a beautiful Indian nun and a brash British 

surgeon. Orphaned by their mother’s death and their father’s 

disappearance, bound together by a preternatural connection 

and a shared fascination with medicine, the twins come of age 

as Ethiopia hovers on the brink of revolution. FICTION 

June — August 2010 

Anshaw, Carol. Aquamarine  - Lorri’s pick 

Olympic swimmer Jesse Austin is seduced and consequently 

edged out for a gold medal by her Australian rival. From there, 

Anshaw intricately traces three possible paths for Jesse, spinning 

exhilarating variations on the themes of lost love and parallel 

lives unlived. FICTION 

 

Atwood, Margaret. Oryx & Crake  – Aisha’s pick 

With breathtaking command of her shocking material and with 

her customary sharp wit and dark humor, Atwood projects us 

into a conceivable future of our own world, an outlandish yet 

wholly believable place left devastated in the wake of ecological 

and scientific disaster. FICTION 

 

Bennett, Alan.  Uncommon Reader  – Nancy H.’s pick 

When her corgis stray into a mobile library parked near 

Buckingham Palace, the Queen feels duty-bound to borrow a 

book. Discovering the joy of reading widely and intelligently, she 

finds that her view of the world changes dramatically. Her new 

passion for reading initially alarms the palace staff and soon 

leads to surprising and very funny consequences for the country 

at large. FICTION 

 

Bettelheim, Bruno.  The Uses of Enchantment – Roberta’s 

pick 

Wicked stepmothers and beautiful princesses ...magic forests 

and enchanted towers ...little pigs and big bad wolves ...Fairy 

tales have been an integral part of childhood for hundreds of 

years. But what do they really mean? Dr Bruno Bettelheim 

presents a thought provoking and stimulating exploration of the 

best-known fairy stories. He reveals the true content of the 

stories and shows how children can use them to cope with their 

baffling emotions and anxieties. NONFICTION 

 

Blake, Sarah.  The postmistress - Deborah’s pick 

Weaving together the stories of three very different women 

loosely tied to each other, debut novelist Blake takes readers 

back and forth between small town America and war-torn 

Europe in 1940. Single, 40-year-old postmistress Iris James and 

young newlywed Emma Trask are both new arrivals to Franklin, 

Mass., on Cape Cod. While Iris and Emma go about their daily 

lives, they follow American reporter Frankie Bard on the radio as 

she delivers powerful and personal accounts from the London 

Blitz and elsewhere in Europe. 

 

Bohjalian, Chris.  The Law of Similars - Dani’s pick 

Two years after his wife's sudden, accidental death, a Vermont 

deputy state prosecutor, Leland Fowler, finds that the stress of 

raising their small daughter alone has left him with a chronic 

sore throat. Desperate to rid himself of a malady that has 

somehow managed to elude conventional medicine, Leland 

turns to homeopath Carissa Lake--who cures both his sore throat 

and the aching loneliness at the root of his symptoms.  FICTION 

 

Browning, Dominique. Slow Love: How I Lost My Job, Put On 

My Pajamas & Found Happiness – Nancy H’s  pick 

Browning's 13-year-job as editor-in-chief of House & Garden 

fulfillingly defined her days and her identity; when the magazine 

folded, she was shaken to the core of her being. Her life and 

general sense of self was radically shaken over the next year, and 

in this enchanting, funny, deeply gracious memoir, Browning, 

many years divorced, recounts how she found enlightenment at 

the other end. NONFICTION 

 

Butcher, Jim, Summer Knight – Aisha’s pick 

Private detective/wizard-for-hire Harry Dresden is suckered into 

tangling in the affairs of Faerie, where the fate of the entire 

world-and his soul-are at stake. FICTION 

 



Christensen, Kate.  The Great Man –Chris’ pick 

Oscar Feldman, the renowned figurative painter, has passed away. 

Oscar is survived by his wife, Abigail, their son, Ethan, and his sister, 

the well-known abstract painter Maxine Feldman. What the obituary 

does not note, however, is that Oscar is also survived by his 

longtime mistress, Teddy St. Cloud, and their daughters.  As two 

biographers interview the women in an attempt to set the record 

straight, the open secret of his affair reaches a boiling point. FICTION 

 

Cleave, Chris. Incendiary – Chris’ pick 

One spring afternoon a woman, whom we know only by the 

nickname “Petal”, watches her husband and their son head happily 

off to Ashburton Grove, Arsenal’s brand new stadium, to see their 

favorite team play. A few hours later the horror of a terrorist 

bombing plays out on her television — the bombing of Ashburton 

Grove.  FICTION 

 

Cusk, Rachel. The Country Life – Roberta’s pick 

After clearing out her flat, 29-year-old Stella heads for Hilltop, a tiny 

village in Suffolk, having taken a job with the Maddens family as 

carer for their disabled teenage son, Martin. As the narrative 

unfolds, the reasons for her removing all traces of her former life 

become clear. FICTION 

 

Fieri, Guy . More Diners, Drive-ins and Dives: A Drop-Top 

Culinary Cruise Through America's Finest and Funkiest Joints– 

Margaret’s pick 

Join New York Times bestselling author and Food Network star Guy 

Fieri for a second helping of the best diners, drive-ins, and dives 

across America!  NONFICTION 

 

Forster, Margaret. Lady’s Maid - Pat’s pick 

She was Elizabeth Barrett's lady's maid. But "Wilson" was more than 

that. She was a confidante, friend and conspirator in Elizabeth's 

forbidden romance with Robert Browning. Wilson stayed with 

Elizabeth for sixteen years, through every trial and crisis, and when 

Wilson's affairs took a dramatic turn she expected the same loyalty 

from Elizabeth. FICTION 

 

Grealy, Lucy. Autobiography of a Face  - Chris’ pick 

With eloquent candor, a woman who in childhood endured a 

severly disfiguring cancer offers a meditation on the pain, and 

healing she has endured, searching through a culture obsessed with 

physical beauty for love, acceptance, and inner peace. NON-FICTION 

 

Green, Simon. Something from the Nightside  -Aisha’s pick 

John Taylor is not a private detective per se, but he has a knack for 

finding lost things. That's why he's been hired to descend into the 

Nightside, an otherworldly realm in the center of London where 

fantasy and reality share renting space and the sun never shines. 

FICTION 

 

Heilemann, John.  Game Change  -Anna’s pick 

In Game Change, John Heilemann and Mark Halperin, two of the 

country's leading political reporters, use their unrivaled access to 

pull back the curtain on the Obama, Clinton, McCain, and Palin 

campaigns. NONFICTION 

 

McMurtry, Larry. Books:  A Memoir – Margaret’s pick 

McMurtry (Lonesome Dove) calls this "a book about my life with 

books." He begins with his Texas childhood in an isolated, "totally 

bookless" ranch house. His life changed in 1942 when a cousin, off to 

enlist, gave McMurtry a box of 19 adventure books, initiating what 

eventually became his personal library of 28,000 books. NONFICTION 

 

Miller, Angela. Hay Fever: How Chasing a Dream on a Vermont 

Farm Changed My Life   – Nancy B’s pick 

The compelling, funny story of a high-powered professional’s life-

changing journey from Manhattan big cheese to Vermont goat 

cheesemaker  NONFICTION 

 

Mortenson, Greg.  Stones Into Schools  — Marcia’s pick 

Mortenson picks up where Three Cups of Tea left off in 2003, 

recounting his relentless, ongoing efforts to establish schools for 

girls in Afghanistan. NONFICTION 

Nelson, Sara.  So Many Books, So Little Time: A Year of 

Passionate Reading —  Margaret’s pick 

Sometimes subtle, sometimes striking, the interplay between our 

lives and our books is the subject of this unique memoir by self-

described "readaholic" Sara Nelson. From Solzhenitsyn to Laura 

Zigman, Catherine M. to Captain Underpants, the result is a 

personal chronicle of insight, wit, and enough infectious 

enthusiasm to make a passionate reader out of anybody. 

NONFICTION 

 

Patchett, Ann. Bel Canto – Marcia’s pick 

Somewhere in South America, a lavish birthday party is being 

held in honor of the powerful businessman.  Roxane Coss, opera's 

most revered soprano, has mesmerized the international guests 

with her singing. It is a perfect evening—until a band of gun-

wielding terrorists takes the entire party hostage. Friendship, 

compassion, and the chance for great love lead the characters to 

forget the real danger that has been set in motion . . . and cannot 

be stopped.  FICTION 

 

Quindlen, Anna.  One True Thing – Pat’s pick 

After caring for her mother during her final, painful battle with 

terminal cancer, Ellen Gulden discovers many surprising things 

about her mother's life and finds herself accused of murdering 

her mother in a mercy killing.  FICTION 

 

Rakoff, David. Don’t Get Too Comfortable - Anna’s pick 

Rakoff takes us on a bitingly funny grand tour of our culture of 

excess. He comes away from his explorations hilariously horrified. 

At once a Wildean satire of our ridiculous culture of 

overconsumption and a plea for a little human decency.  

NONFICTION 

 

Rakoff, David. Fraud - Anna’s pick 

Rakoff--urban, gay, Canadian, and Jewish--exposes fraud in a 

variety of guises in his tightly wound and hilarious essays, 

including his own sense of imposture while on assignment in a 

small New England town at Christmas.  NONFICTION 

 

Rutherfurd, Edward. New York Deborah’s pick 

Rutherfurd celebrates America's greatest city in a rich, engrossing 

saga that showcases his extraordinary ability to combine 

impeccable historical research and storytelling flair. As in his 

earlier, bestselling novels, he illuminates cultural, social, and 

political upheavals through the lives of a remarkably diverse set 

of families. FICTION 

 

Sackville-West, Vita.   All Passion Spent  Roberta’s pick 

As an unmarried 17-year-old, Lady Slane nurtures a secret, 

burning ambition—to become an artist. Instead, she becomes the 

wife of a great statesman and the mother of 6 children. 70 years 

later, released by widowhood, and to the dismay of her pompous 

children, she abandons the family home for a tiny house in 

Hampstead.  It is here in this world of her own that she finds a 

passion that comes only with the freedom to choose.  FICTION 

 

Searles, John.  Strange But True Dani’s pick 

After a mysterious fall from his Manhattan apartment, Philip 

Chase has moved home with his mother, Charlene, a bitter 

woman who has never fully accepted the death of her younger 

son, Ronnie, five years earlier. But everything changes one winter 

night when Ronnie's high school girlfriend shows up on their 

doorstep to deliver the news that she is pregnant ... and the 

father, she claims, is Ronnie.  FICTION 

 

Sheffield, Rob.  Love is a Mix Tape, – Lorri’s pick 

A rock critic tells about the love of life via a series of 15 mix tapes 

full to bursting with songs of passion, regret and bad rhyme 

schemes. This is a lightly-handled, skillful and sincere celebration 

of pop, of love, sad songs, bad songs & the long, nearly 

unbearable ache of being a young widower. NONFICTION 

 

Shriver, Lionel. The Post-Birthday World – Lorri’s pick 

It all hinges on one kiss. Whether Irena McGovern does or does 

not lean in to a specific pair of lips in London will determine 

whether she stays with her disciplined, intellectual partner 

Lawrence or run off with Ramsey, a hard living snooker player. 

FICTION 



Simonson,Helen. Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand–Nancy H’s 

pick 

Change is threatening the little world of Edgecombe St. Mary. 

Lord Dagenham is about to sell off part of his ancestral estate 

to developers, and Pakistanis have taken over the village shop. 

Major Ernest Pettigrew is definitely old school, but he has 

been lonely since his wife died, and though he is prey to 

various unattached ladies it is with shopkeeper Mrs. Ali that he 

forms a bond, nourished by their mutual interest in literature. 

FICTION 

 

Stegner, Wallace.  Angle of Repose  Nancy B’s pick 

Stegner's Pulitzer Prize-winning novel--the magnificent story 

of four generations in the life of an American family. A 

wheelchair-bound retired historian embarks on a monumental 

quest: to come to know his grandparents, now long dead. 

FICTION 

 

Stegner, Wallace.  Crossing to Safety Nancy B’s pick 

From the award-winning author of "Angle of Repose" comes a 

brilliant novel of family and friendship that "The New York 

Times Book Review" called "superb". It is the poignant story of 

two couples who form a lifelong friendship, and the loyalties, 

celebrations, tragedies, and conflicts that afflict them as 

individuals and as families.. FICTION 

 

Stockett, Kathryn.  The Help – Marion’s pick 

Aibileen is a black maid in 1962 Jackson, Mississippi, who's 

always taken orders quietly, but lately she's unable to hold her 

bitterness back. Her friend Minny has never held her tongue 

but now must somehow keep secrets about her employer 

that leave her speechless. White socialite Skeeter just 

graduated college. Together, these seemingly different 

women join together to write a tell-all book about work as a 

black maid in the South, that could forever alter their 

destinies and the life of a small town...FICTION 

 

Styron, William. Confessions of Nat Turner – Nancy B’s pick 

In 1831 Nat Turner awaits death in a Virginia jail cell. He is a 

slave, a preacher, and the leader of the only effective slave 

revolt in the history of 'that peculiar institution'. William 

Styron's ambitious and stunningly accomplished novel is 

Turner's confession, made to his jailers under the duress of his 

God. Encompasses the betrayals, cruelties and humiliations 

that made up slavery - and that still sear the collective psyches 

of both races. . FICTION 

 

Tanenbaum, Leora. Taking Back God – Aisha’s pick 

In Taking Back God, Leora Tanenbaum recounts the stories of 

women across the United States, starting with herself, who 

love their religion but hate their second-class status within it. 

NONFICTION 

 

Thayer, Nancy.  Summer House – Barbara’s pick 

During the summer, life for the prestigious Wheelwright 

family revolves around their Nantucket house.  Three 

generations of Wheelwright women find common bonds on 

their way to self-discovery as secrets are unearthed making 

this clan a true family. FICTION 

 

Tsukiyama, Gail. The Samurai’s Garden – Deborah’s pick 

The story about a 20-year-old Chinese painter named Stephen 

who is sent to his family's summer home in a Japanese coastal 

village to recover from a bout with tuberculosis.  FICTION 

 

Verghese, Abraham. Cutting for Stone – Nancy B’s pick 

Marion and Shiva Stone are twin brothers born of a secret 

union between a beautiful Indian nun and a brash British 

surgeon. Orphaned by their mother’s death and their father’s 

disappearance, bound together by a preternatural connection 

and a shared fascination with medicine, the twins come of age 

as Ethiopia hovers on the brink of revolution. FICTION 

October—December 2010 

 

Conroy, Pat. South of Broad  - Barbara’s pick 

Follows narrator Leopold Bloom King, son of an amiable science 

teacher and an ex-nun, across two decades-from 1960s 

counterculture through the dawn of the AIDS crisis in the 1980s, 

as the family deals with the after-effects of his brother’s suicide 

and Leo’s  attempts to  find himself in the world.  FICTION 

 

Cowell, Stephanie. Claude & Camille – Peggy’s pick’s 

Captures mid-1800’s France and the lives of the Impressionists 

through the  story of Claude Monet and Camille Doncieux, the 

subject of several paintings in his early years, notably Camille 

(The Woman in the Green Dress) and Women in the Garden.  

FICTION 

 

Durrow, Heidi.  The Girl Who Fell from the Sky  – Roberta’s 

pick 

This debut novel tells the story of Rachel, the daughter of a 

Danish mother and a black G.I. who becomes the sole survivor of 

a family tragedy.  Growing up in the 1980s, she learns to swallow 

her overwhelming grief and confronts her identity as a biracial 

young woman in a world that wants to see her as either black or 

white. 

 FICTION 

 

Friedman, Kinky.  Elvis, Jesus & Coca-cola – Margaret’s pick 

Homicide, a TV talk-show theft,  a suspicious fire at a snuff-film 

studio, the resurrection of a Mafia don, and tasteful run-ins with   

Big Apple riffraff, all connect  to solve the mystery of the 

suspicious  overdose of  a film director and the  disappearance 

of his documentary film on Elvis impersonators.  FICTION 

 

Gwin, Minrose.  The Queen of Palmyra - Deborah’s pick 

In the turbulent southern summer of 1963, Millwood's white 

population steers clear of "Shake Rag," the black section of 

town. Young Florence Forrest is one of the few who crosses the 

line. The daughter of a salesman with dark secrets and the 

town's "cake lady,"   Florence attaches herself to her 

grandparents' longtime maid, Zenie Johnson. The more time 

Florence spends in Shake Rag, the more she recognizes how 

completely race divides her town, and her story, far from 

ordinary, bears witness to the truth and brutality of her times.  

FICTION 

 

Gaiman, Neil.  Neverwhere - Aisha’s pick 

When Richard Mayhew stops one day to help a girl he finds 

bleeding on a London sidewalk, his life is forever altered, for he 

finds himself propelled into an alternate reality that exists in a 

subterranean labyrinth of sewer canals and abandoned subway 

stations. He has fallen through the cracks of reality and has 

landed somewhere different, somewhere that is Neverwhere.   

FICTION 

 

Hastings, Selina. The Secret Lives of Somerset Maugham;  A 

Biography – Nancy H’s  pick 

In Hastings's new biography, the facts of Maugham's life form a 

fascinating narrative because they are full of public incident and 

accomplishment, shadowed by privately known and whispered 

secrets.  The biographer of Nancy Mitford and Evelyn Waugh, 

Hastings is a stylish and sensitive writer who addresses her 

subject's double life with insight and compassion. NONFICTION 

 

Hiaasen, Carl, Tourist Season – Margaret’s pick 

First, a Shriner's fez washes up on a Miami beach. Second, a city 

leader is found dead with a toy rubber alligator lodged in his 

throat. And that is just the beginning. A caper that mixes 

football players, politicians, and police with a group of fanatics 

and a very hungry crocodile. FICTION 



Krauss, Nicole.  The History of Love –Marion’s pick 

Sixty years ago, in the Polish village where he was born, Leo fell in 

love and wrote a book. And although he doesn't know it, that book 

survived: it crossed oceans and generations, and changed lives. 

Fourteen-year-old Alma was named after a character in that book. She 

has her hands full keeping track of her little brother Bird (who thinks 

he might be the Messiah) and taking copious notes in her book, How 

to Survive in the Wild Volume Three. But when a mysterious letter 

arrives in the mail she undertakes an adventure to find her namesake 

and save her family. FICTION 

 

Lawson, Mary. Crow Lake– Chris’  & Robin’s pick 

The story, narrated by 26-year-old Kate Morrison, is set in the 

eponymous Crow Lake, an isolated rural community where time has 

stood still. The reader dives in and out of a year's worth of Kate's 

childhood memories--when she was 7 and her parents were killed in 

an automobile accident that left Kate, her younger sister Bo, and two 

older brothers, Matt and Luke, orphaned.  Kate is still in turmoil over 

the events of that fateful summer and winter 20 years ago when the 

tragedy of another local family, the Pyes, spilled over into their lives 

with earth-shattering consequences. But does the tragedy really lie in 

the past or the present? FICTION 

 

Cusk, Rachel. The Country Life – Roberta’s pick 

After clearing out her flat, 29-year-old Stella heads for Hilltop, a tiny 

village in Suffolk, having taken a job with the Maddens family as carer 

for their disabled teenage son, Martin. As the narrative unfolds, the 

reasons for her removing all traces of her former life become clear. 

FICTION 

 

Fieri, Guy . More Diners, Drive-ins and Dives: A Drop-Top Culinary 

Cruise Through America's Finest and Funkiest Joints– Margaret’s 

pick 

Join New York Times bestselling author and Food Network star Guy 

Fieri for a second helping of the best diners, drive-ins, and dives 

across America!  NONFICTION 

 

Forster, Margaret. Lady’s Maid - Pat’s pick 

She was Elizabeth Barrett's lady's maid. But "Wilson" was more than 

that. She was a confidante, friend and conspirator in Elizabeth's 

forbidden romance with Robert Browning. Wilson stayed with 

Elizabeth for sixteen years, through every trial and crisis, and when 

Wilson's affairs took a dramatic turn she expected the same loyalty 

from Elizabeth. FICTION 

 

Grealy, Lucy. Autobiography of a Face  - Chris’ pick 

With eloquent candor, a woman who in childhood endured a severly 

disfiguring cancer offers a meditation on the pain, and healing she 

has endured, searching through a culture obsessed with physical 

beauty for love, acceptance, and inner peace. NON-FICTION 

 

Green, Simon. Something from the Nightside  -Aisha’s pick 

John Taylor is not a private detective per se, but he has a knack for 

finding lost things. That's why he's been hired to descend into the 

Nightside, an otherworldly realm in the center of London where 

fantasy and reality share renting space and the sun never shines. 

FICTION 

 

Heilemann, John.  Game Change  -Anna’s pick 

In Game Change, John Heilemann and Mark Halperin, two of the 

country's leading political reporters, use their unrivaled access to pull 

back the curtain on the Obama, Clinton, McCain, and Palin campaigns. 

NONFICTION 

 

McMurtry, Larry. Books:  A Memoir – Margaret’s pick 

McMurtry (Lonesome Dove) calls this "a book about my life with 

books." He begins with his Texas childhood in an isolated, "totally 

bookless" ranch house. His life changed in 1942 when a cousin, off to 

enlist, gave McMurtry a box of 19 adventure books, initiating what 

eventually became his personal library of 28,000 books. NONFICTION 

 

Miller, Angela. Hay Fever: How Chasing a Dream on a Vermont 

Farm Changed My Life   – Nancy B’s pick 

The compelling, funny story of a high-powered professional’s life-

changing journey from Manhattan big cheese to Vermont goat 

cheesemaker  NONFICTION 

 

Mortenson, Greg.  Stones Into Schools  — Marcia’s pick 

Mortenson picks up where Three Cups of Tea left off in 2003, 

recounting his relentless, ongoing efforts to establish schools for girls 

in Afghanistan. NONFICTION 

Nelson, Sara.  So Many Books, So Little Time: A Year of 

Passionate Reading —  Margaret’s pick 

Sometimes subtle, sometimes striking, the interplay between our 

lives and our books is the subject of this unique memoir by self-

described "readaholic" Sara Nelson. From Solzhenitsyn to Laura 

Zigman, Catherine M. to Captain Underpants, the result is a 

personal chronicle of insight, wit, and enough infectious 

enthusiasm to make a passionate reader out of anybody. 

NONFICTION 

 

Patchett, Ann. Bel Canto – Marcia’s pick 

Somewhere in South America, a lavish birthday party is being held 

in honor of the powerful businessman.  Roxane Coss, opera's most 

revered soprano, has mesmerized the international guests with 

her singing. It is a perfect evening—until a band of gun-wielding 

terrorists takes the entire party hostage. Friendship, compassion, 

and the chance for great love lead the characters to forget the 

real danger that has been set in motion . . . and cannot be 

stopped.  FICTION 

 

Quindlen, Anna.  One True Thing – Pat’s pick 

After caring for her mother during her final, painful battle with 

terminal cancer, Ellen Gulden discovers many surprising things 

about her mother's life and finds herself accused of murdering 

her mother in a mercy killing.  FICTION 

 

Rakoff, David. Don’t Get Too Comfortable - Anna’s pick 

Rakoff takes us on a bitingly funny grand tour of our culture of 

excess. He comes away from his explorations hilariously horrified. 

At once a Wildean satire of our ridiculous culture of 

overconsumption and a plea for a little human decency.  

NONFICTION 

 

Rakoff, David. Fraud - Anna’s pick 

Rakoff--urban, gay, Canadian, and Jewish--exposes fraud in a 

variety of guises in his tightly wound and hilarious essays, 

including his own sense of imposture while on assignment in a 

small New England town at Christmas.  NONFICTION 

 

Rutherfurd, Edward. New York Deborah’s pick 

Rutherfurd celebrates America's greatest city in a rich, engrossing 

saga that showcases his extraordinary ability to combine 

impeccable historical research and storytelling flair. As in his 

earlier, bestselling novels, he illuminates cultural, social, and 

political upheavals through the lives of a remarkably diverse set 

of families. FICTION 

 

Sackville-West, Vita.   All Passion Spent  Roberta’s pick 

As an unmarried 17-year-old, Lady Slane nurtures a secret, burning 

ambition—to become an artist. Instead, she becomes the wife of 

a great statesman and the mother of 6 children. 70 years later, 

released by widowhood, and to the dismay of her pompous 

children, she abandons the family home for a tiny house in 

Hampstead.  It is here in this world of her own that she finds a 

passion that comes only with the freedom to choose.  FICTION 

 

Searles, John.  Strange But True Dani’s pick 

After a mysterious fall from his Manhattan apartment, Philip 

Chase has moved home with his mother, Charlene, a bitter 

woman who has never fully accepted the death of her younger 

son, Ronnie, five years earlier. But everything changes one winter 

night when Ronnie's high school girlfriend shows up on their 

doorstep to deliver the news that she is pregnant ... and the 

father, she claims, is Ronnie.  FICTION 

 

Sheffield, Rob.  Love is a Mix Tape, – Lorri’s pick 

A rock critic tells about the love of life via a series of 15 mix tapes 

full to bursting with songs of passion, regret and bad rhyme 

schemes. This is a lightly-handled, skillful and sincere celebration 

of pop, of love, sad songs, bad songs & the long, nearly 

unbearable ache of being a young widower. NONFICTION 

 

Shriver, Lionel. The Post-Birthday World – Lorri’s pick 

It all hinges on one kiss. Whether Irena McGovern does or does 

not lean in to a specific pair of lips in London will determine 

whether she stays with her disciplined, intellectual partner 

Lawrence or run off with Ramsey, a hard living snooker player. 

FICTION 
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