
279 Woodside Ave. 
Ridgewood, NJ 

An article in the Paterson Morning Call newspaper from June 22, 1912, states that 279 

Woodside Avenue was built: 

Frank Wilson and family have moved from their former home, 93 Woodside Avenue, to 

their handsome new residence at the corner of Woodside Avenue and High Street (High 

Street is now Carlisle Terrace).   

Between 1907 and 1911 home construction boomed in Ridgewood, with an average of one 

hundred new homes a year going up.  Residential “parks” were being laid out throughout 

the Village, and one such park was “Woodside Park,” mapped out in late 1910.  The 

engineer in charge of designing Woodside Park was William L. Thompson, working for 

Ridgewood Land & Improvement Company (Thompson also worked on Prospect Park and 

Godwin Road, and for a time was Ridgewood city engineer).   Woodside Park included 

Woodside Avenue, Ivy Place, and Linden Street, and it was praised for being “within eight 

minutes’ walk of the center of the Village and overlooks the valley both to the east and 

west.”      

1913 Ridgewood map, showing homes of Woodside Park 



We can put the date of construction of 279 Woodside Avenue around 1911/1912, and the 

“first family” in the house was that of Frank Wilson, his wife Jane, and their four children 

(bear in mind, the street number of the house at this time would have been 138 Woodside, 

sometimes also mistakenly called 140).   The 1915 NJ state census gives a snapshot of the 

family at 279 Woodside.   Frank  Wilson is 60 years old, working in the wholesale coffee 

business.  His wife Jane is 58, no occupation given.  The oldest child, Ida, is 34 and single; 

daughter Jessie P. is 31, a trained nurse (and a Wellesley grad, class of ‘08); Alice is 29 and a 

teacher; the youngest child, John K. Wilson, is 17 years old and attending Ridgewood 

Preparatory School (run by a teacher named James B. Parsons).   Frank and Jane were both 

born in England, Frank coming over to America in 1870 and Jane in 1880.    

Frank Wilson Woodside Ave. house on 1916 Sanborn map 

Undated postcard showing 279 Woodside Avenue,  

corner of Woodside and what’s now  Carlisle Terrace 



During their time in the house, the Wilson family appears  a few times in the Bergen Record. 

In September of 1912, Frank Wilson, his son John, and one of the daughters went on a 

fishing trip to Nantucket, catching 235 fish in three days.  In November of 1913, Jane Wilson 

hosted a meeting of the local Needlework Guild of America—they were making warm 

clothing “in the interest of Labrador fishermen.”  And in September of 1914, Jane Wilson 

and some of the children spent some time at Southhold, Long Island.  

Frank Wilson died in 1920 at the age of 65 and is buried in Valleau Cemetery in Ridgewood.  

Much of the family seems to have then moved to the Hartford CT area.    

The 1920 federal census shows the family of  Margaret and William H. Pruden in the house, 

still being referred to as “138 Woodside” at this point (the Ridgewood street numbers 

changed in 1930).   Pruden is a dentist, 58 years old, and his wife Margaret is 57.  Also in the 

house is their son, Kenneth C. Pruden, age 25, also a dentist, and their daughter Florence, 

23, who was a graduate of Vassar.  The Pruden family also has a “house servant,” Kate 

McGee from Ireland, 55 years old.   Pruden’s dental office is at 44 Church Street in Paterson.  

Previous local newspaper articles reveal Dr. Pruden participated in homing pigeon races 

(“William Pruden’s Bird a Winner”), and had recently bought a six-cylinder Matheson touring 

car, “attracting much comment around town.”   
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By the time of the 1930 census, the Pruden’s home is now officially “279 Woodside Avenue.”  

Dr. and Mrs. Pruden are 69 and 68 years old, respectively.  Pruden is still a practicing dentist, 

and there’s still a servant in the house, this one named Margaret.   Their son Kenneth is still in 

Ridgewood, living at 123 Woodlawn Ave.  The census shows the Prudens own a radio (which 

was a question asked in the 1930 census), and the house is valued at $40,000, by far the 

priciest in the neighborhood.   

Margaret Pruden died in 1935, the newspaper stating that she was leaving her three-stone 

diamond ring to her son, and her one-stone diamond ring to her daughter, Florence Pruden 

Lowe of Tenafly.  All of her “real” property was left to her husband.   

William Pruden continued to live in the house, but in the late 1930s, he was joined by his 

niece, Mrs. Lillian B. Haff.   The 1940 census  shows William Pruden, age 78; his niece Lillian 

Haff, age 53; and a maid, Charlotte Tucker, 50.  Lillian is described as the “housekeeper.”  Also 

in 1940, there are several articles in the Bergen Record which mention Lillian’s volunteer 

work as a Red Cross “Braillist,” that is, transcribing books into braille for the blind.  She 

hosted a few teas for her fellow Braillists at the Woodside Ave. house.   

As he reached his 90s, and was still practicing dentistry, Dr. Pruden made headlines in 

various North Jersey newspapers, even getting a mention in a “Ripley’s Believe It or Not” 

column.   
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When Dr. William Heston Pruden died on Saturday, January 5, 1957, he was 95 years old 

and had only retired a few months before.  His obituary, which ran in newspapers from 

Spokane to Cincinnati to Des Moines to St. Louis to Philadelphia to New York, said he was 

“the oldest practicing dentist in the nation at the time of his retirement.”  Newspaper 

articles noted the fact that he’d peered into some 150,000 mouths over the years….and 

was also part of a three-generation partnership that had been called “unique in the field of 

dentistry.”  He was in practice in Paterson with his son, Kenneth, and also his grandson, 

William H. Pruden, II.   

Pruden’s patients included Vice-President Garret A. Hobart  (VP under President McKinley); 

evangelist Billy Sunday, who developed a toothache while on a local speaking 

engagement; NJ Governor John W. Griggs, who also served as US Attorney General under 

President McKinley; and silk magnate Catholina Lambert, who built Lambert Castle in 

Paterson.   He claimed to have made the first gold dental crown in New Jersey, and to have 

hired the first female dental assistant.    The obituary says his hobbies were hunting, 

fishing, trap-shooting, and gardening: “He was particularly proud of his tulips, of which he 

had hundreds of varieties in the gardens of his home.”   

William Pruden would be a hard act to follow at 279 Woodside Ave.   Subsequent owners 

included Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. Timony and James Pearson.   


