
Tell me three things is a young adult novel written by Julie Buxbaum. It is a mystery/romance genre centered around 
the life of a teenager named Jessie, still getting over the death of her mother who died from cancer. Her father eloped 
with a rich actress and they moved to a small wealthy town. As Jessie tries to fit in with the rich kids at her private 
school, and deal with bullies and boys, she also tries to piece together who is sending her text messages and emails 
about her new environment.  
 
It is clear Buxbaum is trying to portray Jessie as a bullied girl who's dead mom is taking a toll on her social life, but   
Jessie is a very unlikeable character. She is very aggressive at parts of the book, such as saying she thinks of beating 
her father until he bleeds and begs for forgiveness, and thinking she wished her father died instead of her mother. 
Buxbaum tries to get the reader to feel sorry for her by including tough situations, but Jessie outdoes that by being 
aggressive and annoying.  
 
The ending is both predictable and surprising, because you thought the person who wrote Jessie all those messages 
would be someone you never expected, perhaps the girl who was bullying her, or someone who was hiding from the 
shadows, but it is the person that was so obvious all along and provided no surprise or excitement at the end. The very 
ending, the person who was sending her all those messages, it was the reason people keep reading. But the person 
who you have been waiting throughout the entire book to find out is the bland obvious guy. The 'surprising ending' 
was just a deflated helium balloon slowly exhaling air. Nothing to look at but it's at least something.  
 
This book is not a good read. Very predictable, no exciting moments, doesn't leave you thinking. Simply bland, boring, 
and cliché. Do not recommend reading, waste of time and waste of money. This book is a 1 out of 5 stars.  
 
- Vanessa, Grade 7 
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