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Me & Earl & the Dying Girl 
by Jesse Andrews  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction)  

Seventeen-year-old Greg has managed to become part of every social 
group at his Pittsburgh high school without having any friends, but his life 
changes when his mother forces him to befriend Rachel, a girl he once 
knew in Hebrew school who has leukemia. 
 

One Step Too Far 
by Tina Seskis  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
A woman leaves her happy family and home to reinvent herself as a 
completely different person, with no trace of her former self, working in a 
hip London ad agency, until a shocking revelation makes her face what 
she has done.  An evocative, skillful novel about the price of escape. 
 

Quiet; the power of introverts in a world that just can’t 
stop talking 
by Susan Cain  PAT’S PICK (Non-Fic 155.232 CAI) 

It's hard to believe, in this world of social media and reality TV, that one-
third to one-half of Americans are introverts. Cain demonstrates how 
introverted people are misunderstood and undervalued in modern culture 
and champions introvert talents in education, the workplace, and personal 
relationships. An intriguing and potentially life-altering examination of the 
human psyche that is sure to benefit both introverts and extroverts alike. 
 

A Reunion of Ghosts 
by Judith Claire Mitchell  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Three middle-aged sisters collaborating on a memoir that's meant to 
double as their suicide note may not sound like a hilarious premise for a 
novel, but Mitchell's family saga is as funny as it is aching. Inspired in part 
by the troubled life of Fritz Haber, Nobel Prize winner and inventor of 
mustard gas, the three tell the story of a family haunted by suicide ever 
since the sisters' great-grandfather developed the lethal agent used in the 
Third Reich's gas chambers. 
  

Revolution 
by Jennifer Donnelly  BRENNA’S PICK (Fiction) 

An angry, grieving seventeen-year-old musician facing expulsion from her 
prestigious Brooklyn private school travels to Paris to complete a school 
assignment and uncovers a diary written during the French revolution by a 
young actress attempting to help a tortured, imprisoned little boy--Louis 
Charles, the lost king of France. 
 

Station Eleven 
by Emily St. John Mandel  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 

One snowy night a famous Hollywood actor slumps over and dies onstage 
during a production of King Lear. Hours later, the world as we know it 
begins to dissolve.  An audacious, darkly glittering novel sometimes 
terrifying, sometimes tender, about art, fame, and ambition set in the eerie 
days of civilization's collapse.  
 

The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry 
by Gabrielle Zevin  PAT’S PICK (Fiction) 
In this sweet, uplifting homage to bookstores, Zevin captures the joy of 
connecting people and books. Fikry, the cantankerous owner of Island 
Books, is despondent after losing his wife and the ever-declining number 
of sales at his small, quirky bookstore. Then one day A.J. discovers in his 
store a child abandoned by her mother, and his life takes a surprising turn.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Time Traveler’s  Guide to Medieval England 
by Ian Mortimer  CLAIRE’S PICK (Non-Fic 942.03 MOR)  
Mortimer has done copious, impeccable research into the appearance and 
texture of the High Middle Ages, and, assuming that the time-traveling 
reader has arrived in fourteenth-century England on an extended visit from 
the modern world, he serves as tour guide, offering an amazingly detailed 
social history of life in city, town, village, and countryside. 
 

The Whistling Season 

by Ivan Doig  VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Paul Milliron is on the verge of announcing the closure of Montana’s one-
room schools, seen as hopelessly out of date. The narrative takes us back 
to Paul's pivotal seventh-grade year, 1910, when he was a student in one 
of those one-room schools. Intriguing and unpredictable characters come 
together in surprising ways in this affectionate, heartwarming tale. 
 

Wonder 
by R.J. Palacio  BRITTIN’S PICK (Fiction)  
10-year-old August is a homeschooled boy who is about to take the 
plunge into a private middle school. Even 27 operations later, Auggie's 
face has what doctors call anomalies. Wonder is a rare story with the 
power to open eyes-and hearts-to what it's like to be singled out for a 
difference you can't control. 
 

More Staff Suggestions are found www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

“Book and Film Corner”  Take a look! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Almost Famous Women 
by Megan Mayhew Bergman LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
A marvelous collection of stories about remarkable people whose lives 
were reduced to mere footnotes.   While the stories themselves are 
fictitious, the characters are not. We meet a member of the first all-female 
integrated swing band and Allegra, Lord Byron's illegitimate daughter. We 
also meet a cigar-smoking speedboat racer who calls herself Joe, Oscar 
Wilde's disturbed niece Dolly, and Norma, the sister of Edna St. Vincent 
Millay, to name but a few. 
 

The Art of Racing in the Rain 

by Garth Stein  LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 

Nearing the end of his life, Enzo, a dog with a philosopher's soul, tries to 
bring together the family, pulled apart by a three year custody battle 
between daughter Zoe's maternal grandparents and her father Denny, a 
race car driver. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
City of Thieves 
by David Benioff  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 

Looking for the feel-good World War II book of the year? This tale of two 
miscreants in Soviet Leningrad might be the one, as Lev and Kolya 
attempt to locate a dozen eggs for a stern Soviet colonel who needs them 
for his daughter's wedding cakes. Delivering the eggs will release them 
from their death sentences, as Lev was caught looting the body of a 
downed German paratrooper and Kolya deserted his unit to visit 
girlfriends. Deftly sly humor and respect for the agony of warfare elevate 
this boys-to-men story. 

http://www.ridgewoodlibrary.org/


The Day of Atonement 
by David Liss  LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 

Historical fiction buffs will enjoy an action-packed adventure in an unusual 
setting: 1755, the Portuguese Inquisition.  Sebastian Foxx, a converso (a 
Jew who converted to Christianity), escaped the Inquisition by leaving 
Lisbon for London when he was 13 years old. The rest of his family, and 
many of their friends, died while in the hands of the Inquisitors. In London, 
Sebastian reverts to Judaism and is now ready to seek revenge on those 
responsible for the death of his family. 
 

The Dud Avocado 
by Elaine Dundy  CLAIRE’S PICK (Fiction) 
The Dud Avocado follows the romantic and comedic adventures of a 
young American who heads overseas to conquer Paris in the late 1950s. 
Edith Wharton and Henry James wrote about the American girl abroad, 
but it was Dundy's Sally Jay Gorce who told us what she was really 
thinking. Charming, sexy, and hilarious. 
 

The First Bad Man 
by Miranda July  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
In a bizarrely touching first novel, July brings the characteristic humor and 
emotional ruthlessness of her previous work to a larger canvas. Cheryl 
Glickman lives a lonely, arranged life afflicted by mysterious neuroses, 
including the persistent sensation of a lump in her throat. She obsesses 
over Phillip Bettelheim, a board member of the nonprofit where she works, 
and the belief that she keeps meeting a familiar soul embodied in the 
babies of strangers. This well-written, compelling novel will delight the 
open-minded reader looking for something new. 
 

Foundling Boy 
by Michel Deon  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
The boy, named Jean by the couple who takes him in, grows up in a 
simple but honest home in Normandy and develops a set of values that 
will lend him stability when he leaves home on some eventful journeys 
between the two world wars. In 1936, at age 17, he travels to Italy, 
meeting en route a friendly Hitler Youth, a fascist Italian truck driver, a 
beguiling fraudster and a voracious female restaurateur. Other trips are 
similar voyages of discovery encompassing friendship, culture, and 
morality. Brightly descriptive, Deon’s spry, bittersweet ramble invites 
nostalgia for a lost era. A sequel will follow. 
 

God Help the Child 
by Toni Morrison  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 
In this short, emotionally-wrenching novel, a mother learns about the 
damage adults do to children and the choices children make as they grow 
to suppress or overcome their shame. Sweetness, who is from a family 
whose members can pass for white, gives birth to the midnight-black Lula 
Ann and raises her at an ashamed and bitter distance, As an adult who 
renames herself Bride, Lula Ann becomes a successful, beautiful career 
woman until her life starts falling apart. 

The Goldfinch 
by Donna Tartt  LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 

The story begins with an explosion at the Metropolitan Museum that kills 
Theo Decker's mother and results in his unlikely possession of a Dutch 
masterwork, “The Goldfinch.”  Shootouts, gangsters, and the black market 
for art all play parts in the ensuing life of the painting in Theo's care. Theo 
is stricken with grief and post-traumatic stress syndrome and seeks 
sanctuary with a troubled Park Avenue family and, in Greenwich Village, 
with a kind and gifted restorer of antique furniture. Fate then delivers Theo 
to utterly alien Las Vegas, where he meets a young outlaw, Boris.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society 
by Mary Ann Shaffer  SARAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
The German occupation of the Channel Islands is recalled in letters 
between a London reporter and an eccentric gaggle of Guernsey 
islanders. This debut by an "aunt-niece" authorial team presents itself as 
cozy fiction about comfortably quirky people in a bucolic setting, but it 
quickly evinces far more serious, and ambitious, intent. The engrossing 
subject matter and lively writing make this a sure winner. 
 

Hausfrau 
by Jill Alexander Essbaum  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 

Anna Benz, an American woman in her thirties, lives in comfort and 
affluence with her Swiss banker husband and their three children in a 
suburb of Zurich. Despite the tranquility and order of her domestic 
existence, Anna is falling apart inside. Anna begins three adventures to 
restart her life: Jungian analysis, German language classes, and a series 
of extramarital affairs.  Hausfrau is a daring novel about marriage, fidelity, 
morality, and most especially, self. 
 

 

 
Home 
by Toni Morrison  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
The Korean conflict is over, and soldier Frank Money has returned to the 
States with a disturbed psyche. From the mental ward in which he has 
been incarcerated he determines that he must escape. He needs to get to 
Atlanta to attend to his gravely ill sister and take her back to their Georgia 
hometown of Lotus.  Morrison shows how a damaged man can gather the 
fortitude to clear his mind of war's horror and face his own part in that 
horror and take responsibility for his own life as well as someone else’s. 
 

In a Lonely Place 
by Dorothy B. Hughes  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction)  

Postwar Los Angeles is a lonely place where the American Dream is 
showing its seamy underside--and a stranger is preying on young women. 
Dix Steele is the LAPD's top suspect. Dix knows enough to watch his step, 
but when he meets the luscious Laurel Gray--a femme fatale with brains--
something begins to crack. A superb novel by one of noir fiction's finest. 
 

In the Shadow of the Banyan 
by Vaddey Ratner   DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
Ratner's first novel recounts the harrowing experiences of Raami, the 
seven-year-old daughter of a prince, during the rise of the Khmer Rouge in 
Cambodia and her family's capture and internment in work camps. What 
makes her novel especially remarkable is that it's based on Ratner's real 
experiences as a young girl of the Cambodian aristocracy under the 
Khmer Rouge. Her heartrending tale depicts the senselessness of the 
violence there while still managing to capture small, beautiful moments. 
 

Information Doesn’t Want to Be Free 
by Cory Doctorow  DEBORAH’S PICK (Non-Fic 346.73 DOC) 
The Internet has cluttered the debate over intellectual property with 
technical terms and special interests, but Doctorow breaks down some of 
the most fundamental concepts at work into plain language. The book is 
organized around Doctorow's Three Laws, which consider digital rights 
management, piracy versus obscurity, and the way copyright ought to 
work. Equal parts manifesto and field guide, Doctorow's primer for artists 
and creators delivers a healthy dose of clarity to the debate. 
 

The Innovators: how a group of inventors, hackers, 
geniuses, and geeks created the digital revolution 
by Walter Isaacson   ROBIN’S PICK (Non-Fic 338.7 ISA) 
In 1843, Ada Lovelace, the daughter of Lord Byron, wrote in a letter to 
Charles Babbage that mathematical calculating machines would one day 
become general-purpose devices that link the operations of matter and the 
abstract mental processes, correctly predicting the rise of modern 
computers. Thus begins a remarkable overview of the history of 
computers in a very accessible manner that often reads like a thriller. 

 


