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324 Prospect Street 

Ridgewood, New Jersey 

In 1892 Ridgewood lumber dealer Isaac E. Hutton sold a parcel of land on Prospect Street to a local 

businessman named Cornelius P. Crouter.  Hutton is credited with having had “much to do with the physical 

development of the village,” according to the local paper.  He bought and sold property throughout the town, 

and he no doubt supplied the lumber for Crouter’s house.  Apparently the two men were also friends — at the 

time of the property sale, Hutton was president of the Ridgewood Building & Loan, and Crouter was secretary.   

Ridgewood Herald-News, Feb. 26, 1892 

Ridgewood News, Nov. 1891 

Cornelius Crouter was born in 1844 on a farm in Upper Saddle River.  He was a Civil War veteran, having 

been a private with the 22nd Regiment, New Jersey Infantry [the regiment began its military duty in 

September of 1862 as part of the armed forces defending Washington, D.C. and it went on to take part in the 

Battle of Chancellorsville in Spotsylvania County, Virginia].   After the war, Crouter married Sarah Van Saun 

of Oradell, and they moved to Ridgewood in 1868.  In 1874 Crouter bought a butcher business, cementing his 

role as one of the leading businessmen in town.   

The Crouters’ son Augustus was born in 1867, and their daughter Lavinia in 1875.  So, if we stipulate that the 

house was built around 1892, Cornelius would have been about 47 years old when the family moved onto 

Prospect Street, wife Sarah would have been 34, son Augustus was 25, and daughter Lavinia was 17.  

Unfortunately, the Ridgewood newspapers have no mention of who designed or built the house.  But Isaac 

Hutton, the lumber dealer who sold the land to Crouter, had had some architectural training at Cornell — and 

Crouter himself had been a carpenter for many years before he became a butcher.  Also, noted local architect 

and builder Joseph H. Christopher lived just down the street — but no records specifically state the creator of 

the house. 



Throughout the 1890s, Cornelius played a huge role in the Ridgewood community.  As we said, he was secretary 

of the Ridgewood Building & Loan, but he was also involved in the Ridgewood Improvement Association, and 

was elected to the Board of Education in 1894, rising to its presidency.  In 1898 he was elected to Ridgewood’s 

Board of Trustees (the governing body at the time), and he became president of that Board in 1899 — a position 

he held until 1905.   

The family initially attended the Reformed Church, and Lavinia was singled out in the newspaper for her 

charming piano duets at church events, which she performed with her friend Grace Griswold — a name you’ll 

hear again.  However, in 1894 an article in the New York Evening World detailed a falling out Cornelius Crouter 

had with the Reverend Broome at the Reformed Church.  Two parishioners complained that Crouter “prayed 

too long.”  Crouter retaliated by saying “unpleasant remarks” about 

the Reverend, and, to no one’s surprise, the Crouter family left the 

church for good.  Later newspaper articles show the family became 

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.     

 

Ridgewood News, October 14, 1898 

1897 Ridgewood Town Directory 

History was made at the Crouter house in October of 1898, 

when daughter Lavinia married Sheldon Warner Hubbard of 

Allendale.  As the Ridgewood News reported: “One of the prettiest 

weddings witnessed in this village for some time took place at 

six o’clock P.M. Wednesday evening, October 12th, at the home 

of Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius P. Crouter….The house was 

beautifully decorated with palms, smilax and roses, the wedding 

colors — yellow and white — predominating everywhere.” 

Lavinia’s maid of honor was her piano-playing-partner, Grace 

Griswold — and just four years later, in June of 1901, Grace 

became the bride of Lavinia’s brother Augustus.   

The 1900 federal census gives a snapshot of life at 294 Prospect (as the house at 324 was numbered before 

1930).   The newlyweds, Lavinia and Sheldon, are living out on their own, but Augustus, not yet married, is still 

in the house.  His occupation is given as “Bookkeeper” for a drug store.   The Crouter family also has a 

“Servant” living with them, Mary Marshall, 24 years old, from Virginia.   
1900 Federal Census 



In the early 1900s, Cornelius Crouter continued his 

service on the Board of Education, heading the 

committee in charge of building new public schools.  

In 1906 he was elected a member of the Bergen 

County Board of Freeholders, eventually becoming 

president, and he was made a trustee of the 

Ridgewood YMCA.  The family remained members 

of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and Augustus 

Crouter became their organist.  Augustus and his 

wife Grace  also took part in “local theatricals,” 

according to the local newspaper.   

The New Jersey 1905 census shows that Augustus 

and his wife Grace now also live with the senior 

Crouters at the Prospect Street house, along with a 

“Domestic” named Lisa from Finland.   1905 NJ State Census 

Postcard, Prospect Street, Early 1900s 

Shortly after the 1905 census was taken, young Augustus Crouter died at the age of 38.  His wife Grace outlived 

him by more than five decades.  Jumping five years ahead...the 1910 census no longer just lists Cornelius Crouter 

as a “Butcher” — now it describes him as “Merchant” of a butcher shop.  The Crouter’s daughter-in-law Grace 

is living with them, and now a cook named Harriet, born in New Jersey, is in the household.  Cornelius’ wife 

Sarah died shortly after the 1910 census was taken.   

1910 Federal Census, Ridgewood 

Cornelius himself died of “neuralgia of the heart” in November of 1914— he was 71 years old.  His obituary in 

the Ridgewood Herald, November 19, 1914, was headlined, “Departure of a Good Man, Death of One of 

Ridgewood’s Best Citizens.”  The article went on: “The uprightness of his character and the soundness of his 

moral principles were well known...In serving his Country as a soldier, and his County and Village in the many 

offices he had filled, his faithfulness was paramount….We feel that the Village of Ridgewood owes very much 

to him.  He was a plain, unassuming man, never pushing himself to the front on any action, but the history of 

the Village will show that he was ever an active, useful citizen.” 

The Crouters’ widowed daughter Lavinia continued to live in the house for a while.  In the 1915 NJ state 

census, Lavinia is 40 years old, living on Prospect Street with her 11-year-old son, and a 21-year-old maid from 

Germany.   



On May 24, 1917, this little item appeared in the Ridgewood Herald:   

Ridgewood Herald 

May 24, 1917 

With the arrival of the Kennedy clan, 294 Prospect Street took on new life — there was Thomas A. Kennedy 

and his wife Theodosia, and mostly adult children Theodosia, Kathryn, Florence, Thomas, Ethel, Jerome, 

Lucille, and Marguerite.  The “kids” ranged in age from about 31 to 13.   

Thomas Andrew Kennedy was the son of Irish immigrants, his father a 

bricklayer and mason in West Hoboken.  Kennedy’s wife, Theodosia 

Burr, was the daughter of a journalist, author, and publisher named 

Charles Chauncey Burr, who was also a good friend of Edgar Allan 

Poe.  Burr also founded the Bergen Democrat newspaper, among other 

accomplishments.     

The Kennedy family came to 294 Prospect from just down the street, 

266 Prospect.  They were doing very well for themselves — Thomas 

was a silk merchant  in Manhattan, and he was credited with various 

innovations in the weaving and processing of silk.  A Ridgewood 

newspaper reported that he was the first to combine artificial silk with 

real silk in a woven fabric. 

It wasn’t long after the Kennedys moved in that the house saw its first 

grand celebration.  In November of 1917 oldest daughter Theodosia 

married a Brooklyn man named Howard T. Williams at Mt. Carmel 

Church, and the wedding dinner and reception were held at the 

Kennedy home.   

A happy ending thankfully also came the following year, when Mrs. Kennedy and her son Jerome successfully 

fought off the Spanish flu — Jerome was one of a few Ridgewood fraternity brothers who had caught influenza 

at the beginning of the Lafayette College school year in 1918, and when he came home to Ridgewood, he passed 

the disease on to his mother.  But by October 3rd, the Ridgewood Herald was able to report, “Mrs. T. A. Kennedy, 

ill at her home, is considerably better.”  And Jerome recovered, too, although one of his classmates did not. 

The Kennedy house also made headlines the following year, in 1919, when fifty 

soldiers from Bergen County’s Camp Merritt were treated to a lawn party at the 

house and “had the first good time they’ve enjoyed since they returned from 

France.”  As the Ridgewood News reported: “Many games were played, and the 

soldiers boyishly indulged — the winners of the prizes of candy, cigarettes and 

cigars going to it with a heap of pleasure.”  Refreshments were also served — 

ice cream, cake, and coffee.  The paper said it was the first taste of “almost 

Heaven” the men had had “since they came back from deadly business 

overseas...the ‘boys’ danced and sang in the Kennedy barn.  It was a real old-

fashioned barn dance and the men enjoyed it hugely.”   

Prospect St. Postcard, Early 1900s 

Ridgewood News,  

May 9, 1919 



The 1920 federal census gives us a glimpse of the Kennedy household at that time.  Seven of the eight children 

are living in the house with their parents, along with a young “servant” from Virginia named Louise Alexander. 

The Ridgewood newspapers reported on various goings-on during the Kennedy-era at the house, most notably 

another family wedding at the house in May of 1924.  The wedding of Marguerite Kennedy and Louis Goetting, 

an accountant and WWI aviator who was a longtime Ridgewood resident, was a “quiet but charming wedding” 

according to the Ridgewood News, attended only by immediate family members.  Marguerite wore a gown of white 

satin, trimmed with Duchess lace, and her hair was banded with orange blossoms.  As the paper reported, “The 

ceremony took place within a circle of palms grouped at the end of the living room, the young couple standing 

beneath a bower of white roses, carnations and lilies of the valley, cleverly arranged with smilax.”  After the 

ceremony, a reception was held at the house, followed by a catered wedding dinner.   

1920 Federal Census 

The 1927 Ridgewood Town Directory, shown on the left, 

shows a house full of Kennedys — father Thomas A. 

Kennedy, along with all four of his unmarried children: 

Ethel, Florence, Jerome, and Kathryn (seen here as 

Katherine).  And his three married daughters haven’t 

gone far — they’re also in Ridgewood.  But the family is 

missing its matriarch.  Thomas’ wife Theodosia died in 

1923, “after several operations at Paterson General 

Hospital,”  according to the local newspaper. 

The 1930 census, shown below, shows only four residents in the house — Thomas, now a widower, aged 68, 

and his three unmarried daughters.  Katherine, or Kathryn, is a voice teacher, and Florence and Ethel are  

“Shopowners” of “Merchandise.”   The house is valued at $20,000.   
1930 Census 



324 Prospect St., Ridgewood, New Jersey 

1920s (based on the car) 

Thomas A. Kennedy  

At Bay Head, New Jersey, 

Where the family had a summer home 

Thomas A. Kennedy 

Circa 1935 



In November of 1934, under the headline Family Dinner Party, there was this story in the Ridgewood Herald: 

“Mr. Thomas A. Kennedy of Prospect Street had his entire family with him on Thanksgiving Day,” which 

included his daughter Theodosia and her husband Howard Williams; daughters Kathryn, Florence and Ethel; 

daughter Lucille and her husband Edward Gage; daughter Marguerite and her husband Louis Goetting; son 

Thomas Kennedy and his wife Olga, and son Jerome.  The Gages and the Goettings also brought their 

children — each family had two young boys.   

There’s a chance the family photo shared below shows that Thanksgiving — if not, it shows a similar family 

gathering (there were lots of family gatherings).   The descendant who shared this photos is Thomas (Tom) 

Gage, the grandchild sitting on his father’s lap in the lower right corner.   

A few biographical notes on the children of Thomas and 

Theodosia: 

• Ethel and Florence:  Began a business called the 

Linen Shop on Ridgewood Avenue in 1923, which 

lasted in various forms and places until the 1940s. 

Neither sister ever married.   

• Katherine (or Kathryn):  Also associated with the 

Linen Shop, and was a voice teacher.  She also 

performed a small role in a dozen performances of 

the Metropolitan Opera production of “The Blue 

Bird,” 1919-1921.   

• Jerome:  Graduate of Lafayette College and 

Fordham Law School.  Apparently one of the few 

Democrats in Ridgewood at the time.  Ran a few 

times for state assembly.  Never successfully.   



• Thomas Kennedy, Jr.:  Was a film critic for 

publications like Motography, and later became 

an editor at the Showmen’s Trade Review, 

another film industry magazine.   

• Lucille:  Continued to live in Ridgewood, first 

with her husband, Edward J. Gage, a noted  

caterer in Ridgewood and Manhattan.  After his 

death in 1968, she married Dr. Sterling 

Conover, an orthodontist who also taught at 

Columbia Dental School. 

• Marguerite: Also lived in Ridgewood with her 

husband Louis Goetting, an accountant.  Their 

son, Louis Goetting III, was a Ridgewood Commissioner in the 1960s.   

• Theodosia:  Also stayed in Ridgewood, with her husband Howard Williams.  Though a lifelong member of 

Mt. Carmel Church, as was the rest of her family, she was the organist for  St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in 

Spring Valley.   

Thomas A. Kennedy died in February of 1946 at the age of 84, with his funeral held at Mt. Carmel Church.  

Jerome stayed in the house another year or so.  When Jerome left around 1948,  the Kennedy family had been 

at 324 Prospect for just over 30 years.   

There is one more federal census that shows the Kennedy family in the house at 324 Prospect, taken in 1940, 

seen below.  Thomas is now 79, and the four unmarried “children” living with him are in their 40s and 50s.  

Ethel is the “Proprietor” of a Linen Shop, and Jerome is a lawyer in private practice.  A 40-year-old maid is also 

in the house.   

Thomas Kennedy’s grandson, Tom Gage, who supplied the family photographs, grew up in Ridgewood, on 

Franklin Ave.  In a phone interview, Tom said he had so many good memories of his grandfather’s house — 

its nooks and crannies, its large yard and vegetable garden.   He’d stop by nearly every afternoon after 

school, and his grandfather would give him a quarter to go buy a Coke and bubble gum.  Tom and his 

friends and cousins would make forts in the bushes and play baseball and hide-and-seek in the yard.  

During the Kennedy years in the house, it was painted white with black shutters, Tom remembers.   

Tom didn’t get a chance to know his grandmother, but he said his grandfather was “a very nice 

gentleman,” a “gem,” and you’d never see him without his tie.  Thomas Kennedy loved his rocking chair, 

his Philco radio, and cigars. 



A new family arrived at 324 Prospect in 1948, as evidenced by a mention in the Ridgewood Herald-News of April 

29, 1948, when a Ridgewood Woman’s Club event was going to be happening in the house — and the hostess 

was named as Mrs. Anthony Woracek (Peggy).  At the beginning of their time in the house, Anthony Woracek 

was 46, his wife Peggy (sometimes Margaret) was 40, and daughters Patricia, Rita, and Judith were 18, 16, and 

10, respectively.   

Anthony Woracek, son of a beer bottler, was born in St. Louis, but by the 1930s, he’d made his way east — 

first to Brooklyn, then White Plains, and, finally, by the mid 1930s, to 250 Hope Street in Ridgewood, New 

Jersey.  He was an executive in a Columbus, Ohio, based company called the International Stacey Corporation, 

which then became International Derrick and Equipment Company — a company which made mining and 

drilling equipment.  Specifically, Woracek was the export sales manager.  

Anthony’s wife, Peggy Lee, was born in Ireland and came to the U.S. in 1925, according to census records.  

Peggy and Anthony married in Brooklyn in 1928.   

The Woracek’s oldest daughter Patricia, “Patsy,” graduated from 

Ridgewood High School in 1947.  She went on to Fordham and then 

became an elementary school teacher at the Highland Avenue School in 

Midland Park.  In 1954 she married a man named Herbert deMarrais 

from Oradell, with the wedding at Mt. Carmel Church.   

1947 “Arrow,”  

Ridgewood High School yearbook 

Rita Woracek was in the class of ‘49 at Ridgewood High School, and she 

was heavily into theater and music, as you can see from her yearbook 

entry.   Her performances started at age 4, when she was in the baby 

parade at a carnival sponsored by Ridgewood’s First Presbyterian Church, and stories of Rita’s tap-dancing and 

singing and performing made the Ridgewood newspapers for years.  She followed her heart and went to 

Oberlin college, majoring in English literature and music.  In 1953 she married a fellow Oberlin graduate/Army 

vet/medical student named John Heizer — the ceremony was at Mt. Carmel Church, but the wedding 

reception was at 324 Prospect Street.  Dr. Heizer, by the way, graduated from Tufts Medical School, and the 

couple eventually went on to live in Billings, Montana.  His lengthy obituary in 2009 states that he pioneered 

cardiac surgery in the state, performing Montana’s first heart bypass in 1972.  Until the COVID pandemic, Rita 

was still performing, as an active member of the Billings Studio Theater.   

1949 “Arrow,” RHS Yearbook 



1955 “Arrow” 

Ridgewood high School yearbook 

Judith, “Judy,” Woracek graduated from 

Ridgewood High School in 1955, and went 

on to Vassar, where she was editor of the 

Vassarion, the student yearbook.  After 

graduation, she was hired by Thomas Y. 

Crowell Publishing in Manhattan, eventually 

working her way up to Art Director.   

In 1962 she married Thomas Barry, who 

became an editor at Look magazine, and in 

1976 she married John P. Mullen, an award-

winning documentary filmmaker. 

Judith is now widowed, living in 

Manhattan, and, if you Google 

“Judith Woracek Mullen,” you will 

find many, many examples of the 

one-of-a-kind jewelry she’s 

designed.   

Around 1960 parents Anthony and Peggy Woracek moved to Stamford, Connecticut, where he continued to 

work for a few years, doing research for a company called Chemical Process Corporation.   



More Recent Owners 

• John K. Davies and Jeanne Mendler Davies.  

Were living in Glen Rock and bought from the 

Woracek family in 1960.  Davies graduated 

from Princeton, class of ‘47, and so did 

Jeanne’s brother, Ed, who must have been the 

matchmaker.  Jeanne graduated from the CT 

College for Women and before her marriage 

spent two years in Berlin working for the U.S. 

government.  Her  father was Edward C. 

Mendler, Sr., a vice-president at Studebaker.  

During their time in Ridgewood, John Davies 

was in advertising, first for McCann-Erickson 

and then for D’Arcy; the Davies children were in elementary school; and Jeanne (among other things) 

played recorder with a group called the Baroque Ensemble.  The family left Ridgewood in 1967, and 

moved to Waterville Valley, New Hampshire, opening a ski lodge called The Outlook Inn.   

• Robert P. (Bob) Norelli and Joan L. Norelli.  Owned 354 Prospect for ten years, from late 1960s through 

most of the 1970s.  Seven children were in the house during their residency, ranging from in age from 

elementary  school to high school.  Bob was with IBM for many years, finally retiring as director of 

personnel for IBM’s National Service Division in 1987.   While on Prospect Street, many of the kids were 

involved in scouting and their son Keith was on the high school wrestling team.  Bob loved photography, 

Joan loved tennis.  From Ridgewood, the Norellis went to California, Minnesota, Connecticut, and then 

back to Ridgewood in 1984 though to a different house.  

Bob became a vice-president at Ramapo College, then a 

fundraiser for the American Red Cross.  Joan took over 

the Merry-Go-Round consignment shop on Hudson 

Street.  The couple now lives in Allendale.   

Ridgewood Sunday News 

June, 1970 

• James J. (Jim Donnelly) and Kathleen (Kay) Donnelly.  Moved to 324 Prospect from River Edge in July of 

1977.  The Donnellys’ had three sons and one daughter — a 1981 newspaper article quotes Jim Donnelly 

as saying they had three children in Village schools and one in college (the one in college would have been 

Jim, Jr., who graduated from Ridgewood High School in 1979.  Jim played football and basketball at RHS, 

and then went to Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania — coincidentally the same college Prospect  

resident Jerome Kennedy attended more than 60 years before). 



Jim Donnelly was in the local newspapers quite a bit — for 20 years he was the morning drivetime anchor on 

WCBS-AM news radio.  The picture below shows him, on the right, in the WCBS studio with his sometime co-

anchor, news director Lou Adler . Donnelly’s news broadcasting career actually spanned a total of 40 years, 

with stops at radio stations in Philadelphia and at WNEW-AM in New York before he began on WCBS-AM in 

1972 (five years before his move to Prospect Street).   

In newspaper interviews, Donnelly would talk about getting up every weekday at 2 AM, and leaving his 

Ridgewood house before the crack of dawn — his shift started at 5 AM..  He said, “I love it, because I have more 

time with my family than anybody in the world.” 

Donnelly retired in 1992, and he and Kay sold 324 Prospect in 1994, moving to Long Beach Island, where they 

had a second home.  Kay is still there, but Jim Donnelly died in 2002.   

• The Suriano Family.  Began their time at 324 Prospect Street on September 23, 1993.  Until….. 

Ridgewood 
Sunday News 

June 25, 1989 

Real Estate Ad 

In the 1980s, 

almost a century 

after its 

construction, 

the house at 324 

Prospect St. was 

among the 

properties 

included in the 

“Bergen County 

Historic Sites 

Survey.”   


