
 
 
Stone Arabia 
by Dana Spiotta LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Spiotta's novel is an inspired consideration of sibling devotion, 
Southern California, and fame.  Nik, a promising songwriter 
and musician, stopped performing long ago and his sister, 
Denise, worries about her mother's dementia and her own 
cognitive functions. Spiotta delivers one of the most moving 
and original portraits of a sibling relationship in recent fiction. 
 
 

This is Where I Leave You 
by Jonathan Tropper  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Simultaneously mourning the death of his father and the 
demise of his marriage, Judd joins the rest of the Foxmans as 
they reluctantly submit to their father’s dying request:  spend 
the seven days following the funeral together, in the same 
house, like a family. As the week quickly spins out of control, 
longstanding grudges resurface, secrets are revealed, and old 
passions reawakened. 

 

Ali in Wonderland and Other Tall Tales 
By Ali Wentworth    LOIS’ PICK (792.028 WENTWORTH) 
Growing up in a family of political journalists, and daughter of 
President Reagan's White House social secretary, Wentworth 
rebelled against her blue-blood upbringing. Today she is an 
acclaimed comedic actress and writer, former Oprah regular, 
wife of political and media star George Stephanopoulos, and a 
mother who lets her two girls eat cotton candy before bed. In 
this addictively funny and warm memoir, Wentworth offers an 
entertaining look at life that is both intimate and hilarious. 
 

The Healing 
by Jonathan O’Dell  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
The Healing is a warmhearted novel set in Antebellum 
Mississippi, about the unbreakable bonds between three 
generations of female healers and their power to restore the 
body, the spirit, and the soul. The book transcends clichés with 
its captivating prose, its firm grasp of history, and vital, fully 
realized people, particularly the slaves with their many shades 
of color and modes of survival. 
 

The Light Between Oceans 

by M.L. Stedman   DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 

This tale opens in 1918 with the return of Tom Sherbourne to 
Australia after serving four years in the Great War. He marries, 
and the childless couple live quietly, running a lighthouse. The 
miraculous arrival of a child by boat delivers profound love, but 
also the seeds of destruction. Moral dilemmas don't come 
more exquisite than the one around which Australian novelist 
Stedman constructs her debut.  
 

Family Acts 
by Louise Shaffer  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
A pleasant excursion into the heart and soul of theater life 
involving two women who become the mysterious inheritors of 
an old opera house.  It seems Katie and Randa have no 
connection--Katie is a native New Yorker and a scriptwriter and 
Miranda is a business manager for spoiled Hollywood actors. 
But after a few days together in Georgia, the two find what has 
always eluded them--family history.  
 

More Staff Suggestions are found on our website: 
www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Pull down the Reference tab on the homepage.  
“Book and Film Corner” 

                       Take a look! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
A Walk Across the Sun 
by Corban Addison  DANI’S PICK (Fiction)  
After a tsunami in India tragically orphans 17-year old Ahalya 
Ghai and her 15-year-old sister, Sita, the girls are kidnapped 
and taken to a Mumbai brothel where their nightmare begins. 
Addison uncovers the underside of human trafficking in this 
dazzling story about the power of conviction, the bonds of 
family, and the tenacity of love. 
 

Red Book 
by Deborah Copaken Kogan  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 

Before Facebook, there was the Red Book: a report with 
astonishingly personal updates from Harvard alumni. Kogan's 
wry and irresistible novel takes entries of five alumni to explore 
a relationships-altering, score-settling, life-changing weekend 
that is their 20th reunion. 
 

Moloka’i 
by Alan Brennert  EILEEN’S PICK  (Fiction) 
At seven, Rachel and her dreams are shattered by the 
discovery that she has leprosy. In her exile to the leper colony 
on Moloka’i she finds a family of friends to replace the family 
she's lost. True to historical accounts, Moloka'i is the story of 

an extraordinary human drama, the full scope and pathos of 
which has never been told before in fiction.  
 

Unorthodox: the scandalous rejection of my 
Hasidic roots. 
by Deborah Feldman   PAT P.’s PICK (Biog FELDMAN) 

Born into a Hasidic community in Brooklyn, and raised by 
devout grandparents who forbade her to read in English, 
Feldman was determined to live her own life. Her spark of 
rebellion started with sneaking off to the library and hiding 
novels under her bed. After an arranged marriage and having a 
child, she plots her escape. An engaging and gripping story of 
what it is like to be different when everyone else is the same.  
 

Hotel at the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 
by Jamie Ford  MARCIA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Chinese American Henry and Japanese American Keiko bond 
as the only Asian students in a Seattle elementary school in 
1942. The two are victims of both racist attitudes and patriotic 
fervor following Pearl Harbor. While emphasizing their deep 
friendship, Ford also conveys the details of that particular time 
and place. A timely debut that reminds readers to examine the 
present and take heed we don't repeat those injustices. 
 

The Ghost at the Table 
by Suzanne Berne   DANI’S PICK  (Fiction) 

Different since childhood and leading very dissimilar lives now, 
sisters Frances and Cynthia have nevertheless managed to 
remain "devoted"- so long as they stay on opposite coasts. But 
with the reappearance of their elderly, long-estranged father 
sleeping tensions and old sorrows awaken. 
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Forever 
by Pete Hamill  PAT P.’s PICK (Fiction) 

Cormac O'Connor, arriving in NYC from Ireland in 1741, has 
been given the gift of immortality--but only if he never leaves 
Manhattan. Through his eyes, this magical epic follows the 
city's history and transformation to the present day. But this is 
also Cormac's story as he explores the mysteries of time and 
immortality, death, loss, and love. 
 

Saving CeeCee Honeycutt 
by Beth Hoffman  MARCIA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Steel Magnolias meets The Help in this Southern debut novel 
sparkling with humor, heart, and feminine wisdom. It is a novel 
that explores the indomitable strengths of female friendship 
and gives us the story of a young girl who loses one mother 
and finds many others. 
 

Into the Darkest Corner 
by Elizabeth Haynes  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 

British author Haynes' first novel, a harrowing psychological 
thriller, charts one woman's life on two different time paths as 
they gradually converge. The Catherine we meet in 2003 was 
fun loving and liked going out with her friends in Lancaster. 
The frightened Cathy we see in 2007 has difficulty leaving her 
London flat for work or talking to neighbors.  
 

Until It Hurts 
by Mark Hyman  BRITTIN’S PICK (Parent/Gen 796.083 HYM) 
Sports journalist Hyman gives an analysis of the detrimental 
effects of adult over-involvement in youth sports, arguing for a 
more kid-centric approach. Despite warnings from educators 
and physicians, parents continue to be over-involved in 
children's sports, ratcheting up competition and taking youth 
athletics away from being a safe, character-building recreation.  
 

The Snow Child 
by Eowyn Ivey  MARION’S PICK (Fiction) 
In 1920’s Alaska, childless Jack and Mabel, in a moment of 
levity, build a child out of snow. The next morning the snow 
child is gone, but they glimpse a little girl running through the 
trees. This girl, who calls herself Faina, seems to be a child of 
the woods. But things are rarely as they appear, and what they 
eventually learn about Faina will transform all of them. 
 

The Poisonwood Bible 
by Barbara Kingsolver  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 

The story is told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan 
Price, a fierce, evangelical Baptist who takes his family to the 
Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry with them everything they 
believe they will need, but soon find that all of it-from garden 
seeds to Scripture-is calamitously transformed on African soil.  
 

In the Garden of the Beasts 
by Erik Larson  PEGGY’S PICK (943.086 DODD LAR)  
Larson turns his considerable literary nonfiction skills to the 
experiences of U.S. ambassador to Germany William E. Dodd 
and his family in Berlin in the early years of Hitler's rule. Using 
Dodd's diary, Larson chillingly portrays the terror and 
oppression that slowly settled over Germany in 1933. 
 
Henry and Clara 

by Thomas Mallon  JIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
Blending fact with fiction, Mallon vividly re-creates the tragic 
story of Henry and Clara Rathbone--the young couple who sat 
in the President's box on the night of Lincoln's assassination. 
Witnessing the event that shook the entire nation changed their 
lives forever, leading to guilt, madness, and eventually murder. 
A moving and astonishing story based on a little known tale.  
 

The Surrendered 
by Chang-rae Lee  JIN’S PICK (Fiction) 

In this haunting, heartbreaking story about how love and war 
change the lives of those they touch, June was a girl when the 
Korean War left her orphaned and Hector was a young GI. 
When the war ended, their lives collided at a Korean 
orphanage. Thirty years later, on the other side of the world, 
June and Hector are reunited in a plot that forces them to 
come to terms with the mysterious secrets of their past, and 
the shocking acts of love and violence that bind them together. 
 

The Chaperone 
by Laura Moriarty  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Drawing on the rich history of the 1920s,'30s, and beyond, this 
is a captivating novel about the woman who chaperoned 
fifteen-year-old Louise Brooks to New York City in 1922, only a 
few years before Brooks became a silent film star and an icon 
of her generation. 
 

The Last Dickens 
By Matthew Pearl PAT’S PICK (Fiction) 

Charles Dickens has just died, leaving behind his unfinished 
novel, The Mystery of Edwin Drood, when a clerk who was 
sent to the docks by Dickens' American publisher to receive 
the final installment of the manuscript is suspiciously 
murdered. A juicy trans-Atlantic mystery unfurls, filled with 
dazzling twists and turns and unerring period details. 
 

Lots of Candles, Plenty of Cake 
by Anna Quindlen  PEGGY’S PICK (Biog QUINDLEN) 
In this irresistible memoir, the New York Times bestselling 
author and winner of the Pulitzer Prize  writes about looking 
back and ahead--and celebrating it all--as she considers 
marriage, girlfriends, our mothers, faith, loss, all the stuff in our 
closets, and more. 
 

Shantaram 
by Gregory Roberts LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 
This huge novel has the world of human experience in its 
reach, a passionate love for India at its heart, and sails along 
at an amazingly fast clip. Based on the life of the author, our 
narrator, having ditched his revolutionary ideals for heroin, 
ends up imprisoned in Australia, then escapes to a vividly 
depicted Bombay to smuggle drugs and arms. 
 

Dreams of Joy 
by Lisa See  PEGGY’S PICK (Fiction) 
This is the eagerly anticipated sequel to See's Shanghai Girls, 

and what a sequel it is!  Continuing the story of Pearl and May 
Chin, who escaped the Japanese invasion of China during the 
1930s, the novel centers on Joy, the daughter that both women 
have raised, one as aunt, one as mother. 
 

Was She Pretty 
by Leanne Shapton  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 

In this gem of a book, artist/writer Shapton weaves together a 
voyeuristic tale of love and life, each spread including one or 
more b&w line drawings plus short, poetryesque texts. As an 
unflinching observer of human behavior, Shapton encapsulates 
entire relationships in a few, stingingly perfect lines. 
  

Remembrance of Things I Forgot 
by Bob Smith  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 

Through time travel and edgy humor, Smith examines family 
dysfunction, New York City, and the Bush-Cheney years, while 
effortlessly blending wild domestic comedy with science fiction, 
political satire, and social scrutiny.   



 
 
Mary Coin 
by Marisa Silver DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
In 1936, photographer Dorothea Lange took a portrait that 
would become the most iconic image of the Great Depression. 
Her subject was a 32-year-old Native American and mother of 
seven. "Mary Coin" is the novel inspired by that photograph.  
Mary, along with Vera Dare, a strong-minded photographer 
and polio survivor, and Walker Dodge, a history professor with 
a surprising link to the celebrated photograph, are the 
mesmerizing novel's three central characters.  
 

This Boy’s Life: a memoir 

by Tobias Wolff  PAT M.’S PICK (Biography WOLFF) 
In this jewel-like, tragicomic memoir of childhood in the 1950's, 
Wolff describes his difficult rite of passage and his growing up 
Catholic in Seattle--with a mother he loves, a stepfather he 
hates, and a history of troublemaking he yearns to leave 
behind. 

 
Blind Descent: the quest to discover the deepest 

place on earth 
By James M. Tabor   PEGGY’S PICK (Non-Fic 796.525 TAB) 
Fully evoking the peril, lure, and Everest-scale logistics of 
extreme caving, Tabor is an able dramatist for the adventure-
reading audience. Tabor, a former contributing editor at 
Outside magazine and author of “Forever on the Mountain”, 
contrasts two sterling teams, one American and the other 
Russian, in their perilous search to locate the deepest 
supercave on earth. 
 

The Sixteen Pleasures 
By Robert Hellenga MARCIA’S PICK (Fiction) 
29-Year-old Margot Harrington is one of the many Americans 
who flock to Florence to help restore priceless treasures after 
the flooding of the Arno. She works and lives at a Carmelite 
convent. One of the books turns out to be a rare volume of 
Renaissance erotica bound with a book of prayers. This is a 
rewarding read, with a witty heroine, a marvelous setting, and 
lots of fascinating detail about book and art restoration. 
 

The Book Thief 
by Marcus Zusak  PAT P.’S PICK (Fiction) 
Death is the narrator of this powerful story of a town in Nazi 
Germany. He is a kindly, caring Death, overwhelmed by the 
souls he has to collect from people in the gas chambers, from 
soldiers on the battlefields, and from civilians killed in 
bombings. Death relates the story of Liesel--a young German 
girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain 
her family and the Jewish man they are hiding and Rudy, who 
defies the Hitler Youth and convinces Liesel to steal for fun.  

 
Stiff Upper Lip, Jeeves 
by P.G. Wodehouse  PEGGY’S PICK (Fiction) 
Any of the collections of classic Jeeves stories introduces 
readers to the world of the British upper class with Bertie 
Wooster and his valet, Jeeves. The dialog is crisp, erudite and, 
oftentimes so funny that listeners will laugh out loud.  
 
 
 

More Staff Suggestions are found on our website: 
www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Pull down the Reference tab on the homepage.  
“Book and Film Corner” 

                       Take a look! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Last Nude 
by Ellis Avery LORRI’S PICK (Fiction)  

Avery presents a stunning story of love, sexual obsession, 
treachery, and tragedy about an artist and her most famous 
muse in Paris between the World Wars. 
 

This is How You Lose Her 
by Junot Diaz,   ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
A Pulitzer Prize winner turns his prodigious talent to the 
haunting, impossible power of love. Hilarious and devastating, 
raucous and tender, these stories lay bare the infinite longing 
and inevitable weaknesses of our all-too-human hearts. 
 

Crossing the Borders of Time 
by Leslie Maitland  PEGGY’S PICK (Non-Fic 940.5314 MAI) 
Booklist *Starred Review*.  Maitland, an award-winning former 
"New York Times" reporter, presents a sweeping account of 
her family's escape from war-torn Europe that hinges on the 
intimate and deep romance of Maitland's mother with a 
Catholic Frenchman. 

 
Transatlantic 
by Colum McCann   DEBORAH.’s PICK (Fiction) 
A soaring novel that spans continents, leaps centuries 
(Newfoundland 1919, Dublin 1845, New York 1998), and 
unites a cast of deftly rendered characters, both real and 
imagined. “TransAtlantic” is a profound meditation on identity 
and history in a world that grows somehow smaller and more 
wondrous with each passing year. There’s passion and humor 
and pure life force on every page. 
 

The Rest of Her Life 
by Laura Moriarty  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Moriarity delivers a compassionate and provocative look at 
mothers and daughters. Like the best works of Jane Hamilton, 
Jodi Picoult, and Alice Sebold, Moriarty's novel presents a 
complex moral dilemma, filled with nuanced characters and a 
page-turning plot that makes readers ask themselves, "What 
would I do?" 
 

Code Name Verity 
by Elizabeth Wein   BRITTIN’S PICK  (Fiction) 
In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied 
France and the survivor tells a tale of friendship, espionage, 
and courage. A Michael L. Printz Award Honor book that was 
called "a fiendishly-plotted mind game of a novel" in The New 
York Times, “Code Name Verity” is a visceral read of danger, 

resolve, and survival that shows just how far true friends will go 
to save each other. 
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The Legacy 
by Katherine Webb  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
*Starred Review* Booklist. After their grandmother's death, 
sisters Erica and Beth return to the English estate where they 
summered as children. What begins as a quiet tale about a 
troubled relationship between two sisters snowballs into a far 
more desperate quest for identity and truth. This stunning, 
unforgettable first novel speeds past the reader with all the 
suspense, melancholy, and terror of a haunted-house story. 
 

The Secret Keeper 
by Kate Morton  DEBORAH’S and BRENNA’S PICK (Fiction) 
This spellbinding novel is filled with mystery, thievery, murder, 
and enduring love. Laurel Nicholson, at 16, witnesses her 
mother, Dorothy, commit a shocking crime. The story takes the 
reader from pre-WWII England to the '60s and beyond. It is the 
secret history of three strangers who meet by chance in 
wartime London and whose lives are forever entwined. 

All We Know 
by Lisa Cohen  LORRI’S PICK (Non-Fiction 920.72 COH) 
Cohen's astute and graceful profiles acquaint us with three 
complex, innovative, and influential modern women, now 
almost completely forgotten: Esther Murphy, Mercedes de 
Acosta, and Madge Garland. Cohen describes these women's 
glamorous choices, complicated failures, and controversial 
personal lives with lyricism and empathy.  
 

Crashing Through:  a story of risk, adventure, and 
the man who dared to see 
by Robert Kurson  PEGGY’S PICK (Non-Fiction 362.4 KUR)) 
Kurson tells the stunning true story of one man's heroic 
odyssey from blindness into sight.  Mike May, blinded at age 
three, broke world records in speed skiing, joined the CIA, and 
became a successful entrepreneur and family man. He had 
never yearned for vision. In 1999, a stem cell transplant 
surgery could restore May's vision. He began to contemplate 
an astonishing new world: Would music still sound the same? 
Would his marriage survive? Would he still be Mike May? 
 

Heart of the Matter 
by Emily Giffin  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Tessa has recently given up her career to focus on her family 
and the pursuit of domestic happiness. Valerie is an attorney 
and single mother to six-year-old Charlie--a boy who has never 
known his father. One night, a tragic accident causes their lives 
to converge in ways no one could have imagined. Giffin excels 
at creating complex characters and stories that ask us to 
explore what we really want from our lives. 
 

Lean In:  women, work, and the will to lead 
by Sheryl Sandberg  DEBORAH’S PICK  

(Non-Fiction 658.4092 SAN) 
*Starred Review* Booklist. With no small amount of self-
deprecating humor, a massive quantity of facts and research, 
plus a liberal dose of very personal anecdotes, Facebook COO 
(and first-time author) Sandberg forces each one of us to 
reexamine ourselves at work and in life.  Though there are no 
solutions offered, except in the formation of communities 
around the country and (we hope!) around the world, there is 
tremendous energy in feeling that, thanks to Sandberg, the 
world just might be a different place. 

 
Alys, Always 
by Harriet Lane  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction)  
Lane presents a suspenseful, assured, literary debut that 
explores the dark side of desire and ambition through one 
woman’s unlikely entry into an elite world and a destiny of her 
own design on a bitter winter’s night. 

 
The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin 
by Benjamin Franklin  PEGGY’S PICK (BIO FRANKLIN) 
The second edition of Franklin's famous autobiography is 
accompanied by a portfolio of illustrations and an introduction 
that provides background and invites us to think about the 
work's lasting impact on American society and culture. 

 
The Dressmaker 

by Kate Alcott  MARSHA’S PICK (Fiction) 
A Titanic romance, focused on the survivors and the scandal, 
seen from the perspective of an aspiring seamstress whose 
fortunes intertwine with real characters from the epic tragedy. 
Alcott's debut wraps a conventional tale of love and wish 
fulfillment around interesting historical facts. 
 

The Round House 
by Louise Erdrich  LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 
In 1988, a woman living on an Ojibwe reservation in North 
Dakota is attacked. The details of the crime are slow to surface 
as Geraldine Coutts is traumatized and reluctant to relive or 
reveal what happened, either to the police or to her husband 
and thirteen-year-old son, Joe.  Erdrich’s novel embraces 
tragedy, a spirit world, and a tale of injustice. 
 

The Match: the day the game of golf changed 
forever 
by Mark Frost  PAT M.’S PICK (Non-Fiction 796.352 FRO) 
Golf’s greatest money match, featuring Hogan and Nelson at 
Cypress Point, comes to life in the story of an immortal 
foursome and the game they played that day in 1956--
legendarily known in golf circles as the greatest private match 
ever played. It's a gripping tale with edge-of-your-seat 
suspense --as good as Patterson, Grisham, or any other 
contemporary novelist could create.  
 

Wild: from lost to found on the Pacific Crest Trail 
by Cheryl Strayed  PEGGY’S PICK (Biography STRAYED) 
A powerful, blazingly honest memoir: the story of an eleven-
hundred-mile solo hike that broke down a young woman 
reeling from catastrophe--and built her back up again. In the 
wake of her mother's death, her scattered family and her 
destroyed marriage, the author made the most impulsive 
decision of her life: to hike alone the Pacific Crest Trail from 
the Mojave Desert to Washington State. 
 

Murder on Theater Row: a Bill Donovan mystery 
by Michael Jahn  MARGARET’S PICK (Mystery) 

In his fifth mystery starring Bill Donovan and, equally, the city 
of New York, Jahn’s homicide detective’s fascination with weird 
suspects and exotic weapons continues to involve him in 
bizarre murders committed in the city's historic landmarks. In 
this case, the setting is the Old Knickerbocker Theater.  The 
series includes murder at the Museum of Natural History, Fifth 
Avenue, Central Park, the waterfront, and Coney Island.  
 

Tigers in Red Weather 
by Liza Klaussmann DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Set in bucolic, hoity-toity post-WWII Martha's Vineyard, this 
unnerving literary thriller debut from the great-great-great-
granddaughter of Herman Melville finds a family unmoored by 
an unsolved murder in their apparently porcelain community. 
 

Me Before You 
by Jojo Moyes ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
Louis Clark takes a badly needed job working for ex--Master of 
the Universe Will Traynor, who is wheelchair bound after an 
accident.. When she learns that Will has shocking plans of his 
own, she sets out to show him that life is still worth living.  



 
Love, Dishonor, Marry, Die, Cherish, Perish 
by David Rakoff  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Rakoff, the best-selling author of Half Empty (2010), brings his 
thoughtful and tender perspective on life to this wonderfully 
funny yet heartbreakingly sad novel-in-verse. Throughout this 
rhyming novel, he crosses decades, telling the great American 
story through memorable characters loosely linked by acts of 
kindness or callousness. For example, a young runaway 
unfairly banished from her home finds unlikely comfort with a 
vagabond. Each chapter serves up a slice of life's victories, 
discoveries, cruelties, and casualties. 
 

Fairyland: A Memoir of My Father 

by Alysia Abbott  ANNALISE’S PICK (BIOG ABBOTT) 
The child of 1960s parents, Abbott lost her mother when she 
was only two. Determined to raise her, Steve Abbott took her 
along to San Francisco. There, he supported her through the 
many moves consequent upon his bohemian lifestyle as a 
newly out homosexual and a writer-editor. Fairyland is written 
in shiningly clear, precise prose that gives it literary as well as 
testimonial distinction. 

 
Fools 
By Joan Silber   ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 
“Doing good", a hot topic in fiction and non-fiction, is treated 
subtlety in this collection of interrelated stories. A young 
anarchist in 1920s Greenwich Village tries to balance her 
marriage vows with the temptations of free love; the spoiled 
son of well-to-do hoteliers finds himself broke in Paris, and a 
young woman lives in 1950s New York while her husband 
works in Okinawa. Silber creates a memorable meditation on 
work, religion, love, and the search for personal integrity. 
 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 
By Sherman Alexie BRENNA’S PICK (Fiction) 

Presented as the diary of hydrocephalic 14-year-old cartoonist 
and Spokane Indian Arnold Spirit Jr., the novel revolves 
around Junior's desperate hope of escaping the reservation. 
Poetic, deeply funny, politically incorrect, slightly naughty, and 
heart-wrenching, the story provides a glimpse into an 
unfamiliar culture and maintains a balance between the bleak 
reality of reservation life and the stunning beauty of a loving 
family and friendship. For young adults and adults. 
 

Almost a Family 
by John Darnton  PEGGY’S PICK (BIOG DARNTON) 

Darnton vividly chronicles the era of classic journalism and his 
stints as a Times correspondent in Africa and Solidarity-era 
Poland, but what drives his memoir are the pursuit of the fullest 
possible picture of his father's death, the story of his mother's 
alcoholism and sobriety, and most of all, the quest for deeply 
buried facts about his parents and their relationship. 

 
Before I Go to Sleep 
by S.J. Watson  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
This debut novel takes an intriguingly fresh look at the 
amnesia-focused psychological thriller. Each morning, 
Christine’s husband Ben shares the same carefully rehearsed 
story of their long marriage and gently encourages her struggle 
to remember. Christine begins to suspect that Ben is not telling 
her the complete truth about her accident, their son Adam, her 
successful career as a novelist, or the fire that destroyed the 
collection of family photos that might help her remember. 
 

More Staff Suggestions are found 
www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Reference Tab on the homepage 

 “Book and Film Corner”  Take a look! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Forbidden 
by Tabitha Suzuma DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction)  
Sixteen-year-old Maya and seventeen-year-old Lochan tell, in 
their separate voices, of their confusion and longing as they fall 
in love with one another after years of functioning as parents to 
three younger siblings due to their alcoholic mother's neglect. 
 

The Woodcutter 
by Reginald Hill   MARCIA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Wilfred "Wolf" Hadda, the poor but ambitious son of a 
woodcutter, has waited five years to marry Imogen, in order to 
fulfill the three tasks she demanded: become socially polished, 
get an education, and amass a fortune. Now Sir Wilfred Hadda 
and head of an international corporation, he's dumfounded 
when he's arrested, charged with child pornography and fraud, 
and sentenced to 12 years in prison. Has he been framed? 
 

Let’s Explore Diabetes with Owls 
by David Sedaris  ROBIN’S PICK (Non-Fic 814.54 SED) 
From the perils of French dentistry to the eating habits of the 
Australian kookaburra, from the squat-style toilets of Beijing to 
the particular wilderness of a North Carolina Costco, we learn 
about the absurdity and delight of a curious traveler's 
experiences. Sedaris takes us on side-splitting adventures that 
are not to be forgotten. 

 
The Girl You Left Behind 
by JoJo Moyes   ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Moyes' enchanting latest entwines two love stories set 90 
years apart, connected by a painting called “The Girl You Left 
Behind”. In 1916, 22-year-old Sophie struggles against a 
German commandant in her occupied French village. Trying to 
keep her family safe and her restaurant open, Sophie must 
decide whether to gamble everything on the commandant's 
fascination with her husband's portrait of her. Jumping ahead 
to London in 2006, the story turns to 32-year-old Liv Halston, 
whose architect husband David bought Sophie's painting for 
Liv shortly before he died in an accident. 
 

And the Mountains Echoed 
by Khaled Hosseini  LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 
Saboor, a laborer, pulls his young daughter and his son across 
the desert in a red wagon, leaving their poor village of 
Shadbagh for Kabul, where his brother-in-law, Nabi, a 
chauffeur, will introduce them to a wealthy man and his 
beautiful, despairing poet wife. Hosseini traces the traumas of 
tyranny, war, crime, lies, and illness in the intricately 
interconnected and extraordinary lives of his vibrantly realized 
characters to create a grand and encompassing tree of life. 
 

The Interestings 
by Meg Wolitzer  JIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
Wolitzer follows a group of friends from adolescence at an 
artsy summer camp in 1974 through adulthood and into late-
middle age as their lives alternately intersect, diverge and 
reconnect. Secrets are kept for decades, resentments are 
nursed; loyalties are tested. 
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The Lost Wife 
by Alyson Richman  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Star-crossed lovers are separated during WWII in Richman's 
heart-wrenching fourth novel. Josef and Lenka meet as 
students in Prague in 1936 and fall instantly in love. Three 
years later, with Nazis crossing the border, they rush to marry, 
but circumstances then force them apart. For 61 years, each 
believes the other dead until they meet by chance at the 
wedding of their grandchildren, leading them to reflect on the 
past and the separate lives they've led.  
 

My Brilliant Friend 
Elena Ferrante  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
The first book in a prospective trilogy, this is a compelling and 
moving coming-of-age story. In a poor, midcentury Italian 
neighborhood, Elena and Lila exhibit remarkable intelligence 
early in school, at a time when money is scarce and education 
a privilege. Only Elena is allowed to continue in school, and 
she devotes herself to her studies, while Lila redirects her own 
talent toward her family's business. As they approach 
adolescence, their friendship is challenged. 
 

The Alchemist 
by Paulo Coelho LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 

This inspirational fable by Brazilian Coelho is full of wisdom 
about becoming self-empowered, overcoming depression, and 
believing in dreams. The charming tale of Santiago, a 
shepherd boy, who dreams of seeing the world, gains 
resonance through the many lessons Santiago learns during 
his adventures. He journeys from Spain to Morocco in search 
of worldly success, and eventually to Egypt, where a fateful 
encounter with an alchemist brings him at last to self-
understanding and spiritual enlightenment.  
 

Gods of Gotham 
by Lyndsay Faye  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Set in 1845 NYC, Faye's knockout is first in a new series. As 
Irish immigrants pour into the city, Timothy Wilde, a 27-year-
old former bartender, adjusts to life in NY’s newly formed 
police force. As one of the first to wear the copper star, Wilde 
soon discovers more than one unwelcome surprise. An 
investigation launched into a boy's murder brings him deep into 
the heart of human darkness. Vivid period details, fully formed 
characters, and a blockbuster of a twisty plot put Faye in a 
class with Caleb Carr. 
 

The Art Forger 
by B.A. Shapiro  PEGGY’S PICK (Fiction) 
By page two, the reader is fully engrossed into the world of 
struggling artist Claire Roth who copies famous paintings for a 
website called Reproductions.com.   When Aidan Markel, the 
owner of a prestigious gallery, offers her a show of her own 
work in exchange for forging a painting, she reluctantly agrees. 
A highly recommended debut filled with delightful twists and 
ruminations on what constitutes truth in art and a book that 
would be great for discussion groups. 

Buddhaland Brooklyn 
by Richard Morais ANNALISE’S PICK (Fiction) 
A gentle Buddhist priest from Japan is given the task of 
building a temple in Brooklyn, and the results are both 
calamitous and sweet. Before the move, Reverend Seido Oda 
had already lived a full and tragic, but placid, life. Morais writes 
with sensitivity and insight about the many ways American life 
challenges the Reverend Oda's equanimity. 
 
 
 
 

 
Instructions for a Heatwave 
by Maggie O’Farrell  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction)  
When Gretta Riordan's husband, Robert, disappears during the 
1976 London heat wave, her three grown children return home 
for the first time in years. All are dealing with personal crises 
that affect their relationships with each other and are tied back 
to their family history.  O'Farrell skillfully navigates between 
past and present, as family secrets are revealed and old 
grudges are hashed out. 
 

Americanah 

by Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
Adichie burst onto the literary scene in 2006 with Half of a 
Yellow Sun, her searing depiction of the civil war in Nigeria. 
Her equally compelling and important new novel follows the 
lives of that country's postwar generation as they suffer 
endemic corruption and poverty under a military dictatorship. 
Adichie writes a vibrant tale about love, betrayal, and destiny; 
about racism; and about a society in which honesty is extinct 
and cynicism is the national philosophy. 
 

The Dog Stars 
by Peter Heller  PAT P.’S PICK (Fiction) 
In the tradition of post-apocalyptic literary fiction such as 
Cormac McCarthy's The Road, this first novel by adventure 
writer Heller takes place after a superflu has killed off much of 
mankind. Hig, an amateur pilot living in Colorado, has retreated 
to an abandoned airport from which he flies sorties. His only 
neighbor is the survivalist Bangley, who's sitting on a stockpile 
of weapons and munitions. Heller blends suspense, romance, 
social insight, and humor and holds out some hope that human 
relationships can be redemptive.  
 

Behind the Beautiful Forevers 
by Katherine Boo  JIN’S PICK (Non-Fic 305.569 Boo) 
New Yorker staff writer Boo creates an intimate portrait of 
India's urban poor. For more than three years, Boo lived 
among the residents of Annawadi, observing their struggles 
and quarrels and listening to their dreams and despair. She 
came away with a detailed portrait of individuals daring to 
aspire but too often denied a chance, allowing the reader to 
know them and admire the fierce intelligence that allows them 
to survive in a world not made for them. 
 

The Absolutist 
by John Boyne  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Boyne’s novel documents the lives of two inseparable men 
navigating the trenches of WWI and the ramifications of a 
taboo involvement. The wartime saga is narrated by Tristan 
Sadler, a soldier en route to return letters to dead comrade Will 
Bancroft's older sister Marian in England, a few years after the 
Great War. The story oscillates between Sadler's trip to 
Marian, and recollections of wartime, including a forbidden and 
fleeting homosexual affair with Bancroft.  Bancroft is the self-
declared "absolutist" of the title, objecting not only to fighting, 
but to doing anything at all that would "further the war effort." 
 

Eighty Days: Nellie Bly and Elizabeth Bisland's 
History-Making Race around the World  
by Matthew Goodman   
PEGGY’S PICK (Non-Fic 910.4109 GOO) 
A double narrative of the adventures of two young women 
journalists in a race against time, each striving to be the first to 
travel around the world in 75 days, outdoing the fictional 
Phileas Fogg's 80 day, and of journalism in the 1890s and 
women's place in that field.  The author also examines the 
shenanigans of the press, the vicissitudes of travel and the 
global power of the British Empire in the Victorian era. 
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