
 
 
The Rosie Project 
by Graeme Simsion BRITTIN’S PICK (Fiction SIMSION) 
Don Tillman-geneticist and rule follower, is well aware that his grasp on 
the nuances of social inter-action is weak at best. His attempts at dating 
have always ended in disaster. At age 39, Don begins the Wife Project, 
an effort that he hopes will filter out all unsuitable candidates and help 
him find his ideal partner. Enter Rosie, a woman who wants Don's help 
on a project of her own: finding her biological father. 
 

The Death of Mrs. Westaway 
by Ruth Ware   ROSA’S PICK (Fiction WARE) 

Hal receives a mysterious letter bequeathing her a substantial 
inheritance. She realizes very quickly that the letter was sent to the 
wrong person--but also that the skills she's honed as a tarot card reader 
might help her claim the money. Hal finds herself at the funeral of the 
deceased, where it dawns on her that there is something very wrong 
about this situation. A thriller from the Agatha Christie of our time. 
 

The Friend 
Sigrid Nunez  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction NUNEZ) 
Quietly brilliant and darkly funny, Nunez's latest novel is a story of grief, 
writing, and the human-canine bond. After her best friend and mentor's 
suicide, an unnamed middle-aged professor is bequeathed his well-
behaved beast of a dog. Apollo is a majestic, if aging, Great Dane, kept 
against many reasonable protests. 
 

Atomic Habits 
by James Clear ROBIN’S PICK (Non-Fiction 155.24 CLE)  
Atomic Habits will reshape the way you think about progress and 
success, and give you the tools and strategies you need to transform 
your habits--whether you are a team looking to win a championship, an 
organization hoping to redefine an industry, or simply an individual who 
wishes to lose weight, reduce stress, or achieve any other goal. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Indianaplois 
by Lynn Vincent  ROBIN’S PICK (Non-Fiction 940.5426 VIN)  
Based on years of original research and new reporting, two acclaimed 
authors deliver the riveting and emotionally wrenching full story of the 
worst sea disaster in United States naval history: the sinking of the USS 
Indianapolis during World War II--and the fifty-year fight to exonerate 
the captain after a wrongful court martial. 
 

The Haunting of Hill House 

by Shirley Jackson  ROSA’S PICK (Fiction JACKSON) 
The four visitors at Hill House are there for knowledge or adventure. At 
first, their stay seems destined to be merely a spooky encounter with 
inexplicable phenomena. But Hill House is gathering its powers--and 
soon it will choose one of them to make its own. A great haunted house 
story and the inspiration for a 10-part Netflix series. 
 

Becoming 
by Michelle Obama  JIN’S PICK (Biog OBAMA) 

In her memoir of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle 
Obama invites readers into her world, chronicling the experiences that 
have shaped her - from her childhood on the South Side of Chicago to 
her years balancing the demands of motherhood and work, to her time 
spent at The White House.  With honesty and lively wit, she describes 
her triumphs and her disappointments, both public and private. 

 
Housegirl 
by Michael Donkor  LARISSA’S PICK (Fiction DONKOR) 
Promising new writer Donkor uses his British and Ghanaian background 
to craft this tale of an aspiring teenage African heroine. When her 
prostitute mother can no longer afford her schooling, Belinda is sent into 
service as a housegirl for a wealthy and kindly expat couple who have 
retired to Kumasi, Ghana. She wins them over with her intelligence and 
compulsive cleaning as well as her devotion to a younger, more 
undisciplined servant named Mary. 
 

More Book Suggestions are found 
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That Kind of Mother 
by Rumaan Alam  ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction ALAM) 
This story is about a white woman, already a mother, who adopts her 
black nanny's son. Alam burrows deep into issues of race, class, and 
the nature of motherhood and family. Rebecca Stone is the attractive 
wife of a British diplomat and a talented poet. Navigating motherhood 
for her is a matter of learning how to raise two children whom she loves 
with equal ferocity, but whom the world is determined to treat differently. 

 
The Woman Who Would Be King 
by Kara Cooney  ROSA’S PICK (Biog HATSHEPSUT)  
An engrossing biography of the longest-reigning female pharaoh in 
Ancient Egypt and the story of her audacious rise to power. Hatshepsut-
-the daughter of a general who usurped Egypt's throne--was expected 
to bear the sons who would legitimize her father’s reign.  Her failure 
paved the way for her improbable rule for over 20 years. 
 

Whiskey and Ribbons 
by Leesa Cross-Smith  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction CROSS-SMITH) 
Evi--a classically-trained ballerina--was nine months pregnant when her 
husband Eamon was killed in the line of duty in July. Now, it is 
winter, and Eamon's adopted brother Dalton has moved in to help her 
raise six-month-old Noah. Cross-Smith presents an honest exploration 
of the complicated natures of love, relationships, and grief. 
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French Exit 
by Patrick deWitt  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction DeWITT)  
Frances Price--tart widow, possessive mother, and Upper East Side 
force of nature--is in dire straits, beset by scandal and impending 
bankruptcy. With her son and aging cat Small Frank, they leave for 
Paris to try to escape their troubles.  It doesn’t work. 

 
The Air You Breathe 
by Frances de Pontes Peebles  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction PEEBLES) 

Dores is an orphaned servant girl raised in the kitchen of a sugar 
plantation in 1930s Brazil. Graça is the spoiled only daughter of the 
plantation owners. The two girls bond over their mutual love of music 
and as teenagers, they engineer a daring escape, landing in the Lapa 
district of Rio. A haunting, poetic novel about friendship. 
 

Lethal White 
by Robert Galbraith  SARAH’S PICK (Fiction GALBRAITH) 

Under her Galbraith pseudonym, J.K. Rowling impressively sustains 
suspense over the course of a mystery for London PI Cormoran Strike 
and his partner, Robin Ellacott. The pair have reunited professionally to 
solve the curious case of a government minister, slashed horses and a 
body buried in a pink blanket.  
 

Gone with the Windsors 
by Laurie Graham  AMY M.’S PICK (Fiction GRAHAM) 
Graham has written a witty and insightful historical novel about the 
abdication of Edward VIII and his relationship with Wallis Simpson and 
even manages to make the brainless and superficial fictional character 
Maybell likable. Familiarity with the story will certainly help the reader 
get all the humor, though the novel can be enjoyed without it. 
 

All the Ugly and Wonderful Things 
by Bryn Greenwood  SUSAN C.’S PICK (Fiction GREENWOOD) 
Greenwood's strong debut is about a young girl's triumph over the 
sordid life she might have led as the daughter of drug addicts, one of 
whom is a meth dealer. The story unfolds from a variety of characters' 
viewpoints, whether it's Wavy, the main character, whom we see 
growing from a six-year-old to a young adult; Wavy's grandmother, who 
takes care of her before succumbing to cancer; or the loving Kellen, 
whose street smarts makes up for his lack of education. 
 
 

 

Rust and Stardust 
by T. Greenwood  KERRI.’S PICK (Fiction GREENWOOD) 

Greenwood reimagines the true-crime story that inspired Nabokov's 
Lolita in this riveting tale that takes readers across state lines and 
through several years of terror. Eleven-year-old Sally Horner is a shy 
misfit longing for friendship when Frank LaSalle, pretending to be a cop, 
tricks her into custody after he observes her stealing a notebook. 
 

Game of Queens:the women who made sixteenth-
century Europe 
By Sarah Gristwood  ROSA’S PICK (Non-Fiction 940.2 GRI) 
In sixteenth-century Europe, a particular set of circumstances propelled 
more than a handful of powerful women to the forefront of history, 
creating an age where female rulers and regents flourished. In this 
fascinating work of world and women's history, Gristwood portrays the 
sisterhood of Renaissance movers and shakers, including Isabella of 
Castile, Catherine de Medici, Anne Boleyn, and Elizabeth I of England. 
 

Doctor Sleep 
by Stephen King  ASHLEY’S PICK (Fiction KING) 
As a boy, Dan Torrance survived the terrifying events in King's classic 
The Shining, but he eventually became an alcoholic as he attempted to 
drown out his psychic abilities, his "shining." He is now on his last 
chance to build a life for himself. As Dan joins AA and begins using his 
abilities to ease the suffering of hospice patients, he also meets a young 
girl, Abra, whose shining is even brighter than his own. 
 

The Incendiaries 
by R.O. Kwon SUSAN C.’S PICK (Fiction KWON) 
Written in dazzling, spare prose, Kwon's debut tells the fractured story 
of three young people looking for something to believe in while 
attending the prestigious Edwards University - Will Kendall and his sort-
of girlfriend Phoebe Lin, and John Leal, an enigmatic cult leader. 
 

Crudo 
by Olivia Laing  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction LAING) 

The days leading up to the summer 2017 wedding of Kathy, a New 
Yorker living in London, to an Englishman almost 30 years her senior 
are punctuated by news of underground nuclear testing in North Korea, 
floods in Houston, and much ado about President Donald Trump. The 
jazzy stream-of-consciousness writing perfectly suits this zippy novel, 

 

 

Josh and Hazel’s Guide to Not Dating 
by Christina Lauren  BRITTIN’S PICK (Fiction LAUREN)  

This romantic comedy also delivers when it comes to more serious 
emotions. Best friends Josh and Hazel find themselves single at the 
same time and under-take a series of blind double dates to get 
themselves back into the game. Hazel is a delightfully unique character, 
and Josh happily plays her straight man, making the odd situations they 
find themselves in even funnier. 
 

The Sleeping Dictionary 
by Sujata Massey   PAT’S PICK (Fiction MASSEY) 
Massey's harrowing yet hopeful story concerns Kamala, a strong, clever 
girl who perseveres through the direst of circumstances toward her 
dream of independence, not only from the British rule of India but from 
her checkered past. Set from the 1920s through the end of World War 
II, around the time of the tumultuous Indian independence movement. 

 
Circe 
by Madeline Miller  ROSA’S PICK (Fiction MILLER) 
Follow Circe, the banished witch daughter of Helios, as she hones her 
powers and interacts with famous mythological beings. A conflict with 
one of the most vengeful Olympians forces her to choose between the 
worlds of the gods or mortals. 

 
Where the Crawdads Sing 
by Delia Owens  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction OWENS) 
A stunning debut novel about an unforgettable young woman 
determined to make her way in the wilds of North Carolina, and the two 
men that will break her isolation open.  Owens juxtaposes an exquisite 
ode to the natural world against a heartbreaking coming of age story 
and a surprising murder investigation. 
 

The Angel’s Game 
By Carlos Ruiz Zafon  THERESA G.’S PICK (Fiction Ruiz Zafon) 
Another delicious supernatural mystery from bestselling Catalan author 
Ruiz Zafon.  In 1920s Barcelona, David Martin is born into poverty, but, 
aided by patron and friend Pedro Vidal, he rises to become a crime 
reporter and then a beloved pulp novelist. He produces two great 
novels, one for Vidal to claim as his own, and one for himself. But 
Vidal's book is celebrated while David's is buried, and when Vidal 
marries David's great love, David accepts a commission to write a story 
that leads him into danger. 



 

Spring-Summer 2019 

The Leavers 
by Lisa Ko  JIN’S PICK  
(Fiction KO) 
One morning, Deming Guo's mother, an undocumented 
Chinese immigrant named Polly, goes to her job at the 
nail salon and never comes home. The Leavers is the 
story of how one boy comes into his own when everything 
he's loved has been taken away--and how a mother 
learns to live with the mistakes of her past. 

Looker: a novel 
by Laura Sims  KERRI’S and ERICA’S PICK   
(Fiction SIMS) 
The wine-drinking, window-watching, stoop-sitting unnamed 
narrator of Sims's gripping and intense debut gets her kicks 
from quietly spying on her famous actress neighbor and her 
family. As the narrator's marriage unravels, her fixation with 
the actress gets darker and more lethal. 

The Wartime Sisters 
By Lynda Loigman  VICTORIA’S PICK  
(Fiction LOIGMAN) 
Two estranged sisters, raised in Brooklyn, each burdened 
with her own shocking secret, are reunited at the  
Springfield Armory in the early days of WWII. Resentment 
festers between the two, and secrets are shattered when 
a mysterious figure from the past re-emerges. 

The Rossetti Letter 
by Christi Phillips  ROSA’S PICK  
(Fiction PHILLIPS)  
A debut novel jumping between the saucy adventures of a 
17th-century courtesan and the 21st-century academic 
researching her life. Claire Donovan is almost finished 
with her dissertation on Alessandra Rossetti when she 
learns a Cambridge professor is about to challenge her 
entire thesis at an Italian conference. 

The Masterpiece 
by Fiona Davis  SUSAN E.’S PICK  
(Historical Fiction DAVIS)  
In her latest captivating novel, nationally bestselling author 
Fiona Davis takes readers into the glamorous lost art 
school within Grand Central Terminal, where two very 
different women, fifty years apart, strive to make their 
mark on a world set against them. 

The Only Woman in the Room 
by Marie Benedict ROBIN’S PICK  
(Fiction BENEDICT) 
A novel based on the incredible true story of Hedy  
Lamarr, glamour icon and scientist, whose groundbreaking 
invention revolutionized modern communication. (view  
documentary DVD “Bombshell”).  Marriage to an Austrian 
arms dealer allowed Hedy to to evade Nazi persecution 
despite her Jewish heritage.  She escapes the Third Reich 
and flees to Hollywood where she becomes a screen star. 

The Subway Girls 
by Susie Schnall  VICTORIA’S PICK  
(Fiction SCHNALL) 
Two young women finding their way in New York City 
years apart drive Schnall's novel. In 1949, Charlotte is 
about to graduate from college and hopes for a career in 
advertising. Winning the Miss Subways contest might 
help. Seventy years later, Olivia is working for an ad 
agency and, when pitching a new campaign, she decides 
the Miss Subways contest would be a good hook and 
begins trying to locate former winners. 

Waiting for Bojangles 
by Oliver Bourdeaut  LORRI’S PICK  
(Fic BOURDEAUT)  
A young boy lives with his madcap parents, Louise and 
George, where the unopened mail rises in a tower by the 
door, the bird acts like a member of the family, and his 
parents dance to "Mister Bojangles." As his mother  
descends into mental illness, it is up to the boy and his 
father to keep her safe and, when that fails, happy. 

The Chalk Man 
by C.J.Tudor   ASHLEY’S PICK  
(Fiction TUDOR) 
Narrated by 'Eddie' who receives a chalk drawing of a 
stick figure that hurtles him back to an innocent childhood 
game 30 years before which went terribly, terribly wrong. 
As history begins to repeat itself, it seems the game was 
never really over.  An absorbing debut with a well-crafted 
mystery. 

The Great Believers 
by Rebecca Makkai  LORRI’S PICK  
(Fiction MAKKAI)  
A dazzling new novel of friendship and redemption.  
Spanning 30 years and two continents, the latest from 
Makkai is a journey through the 1980s AIDS crisis and its 
residual effects on the contemporary lives of survivors. 
Makkai creates a powerful, unforgettable meditation, not 
on death, but rather on the power and gift of life. 

Be Everything at Once: tales of a cartoonist 
lady person 
by Dami Lee  LARISSA’S PICK  
(Graphic Biography LEE) 
Lee, who has lived in South Korea and the U.S., discusses 
identity in this collection of entries pulled from her webcomic, 
As Per Usual.  Her self-deprecating jokes and commentary 
on modern life, the Internet, and Korean and American  
cultures are funny, relatable, and clever. 

The Children Act 
By Ian McEwan  ROBERTA’S PICK  
(Fiction MCEWAN) 
McEwan's latest follows well-worn story lines but explores 
greater themes including love, parenting, duty, risk, logic, 
and religion. Fiona Maye, a British family law judge must 
decide the fate of Adam, a Jehovah's Witness minor who, 
along with his parents, is refusing a blood transfusion that 
could help him to survive leukemia. 

More book suggestions can be found at 

RidgewoodLibrary.org 

Take a look! 

Updated 7/1/19 



Class Mom 
by Laurie Gelman  BRITTIN’S PICK  
(Fiction GELMAN) 
When Jen Dixon is asked by her best friend to be  
kindergarten class mom for the third time, she begrudgingly 
agrees. With her first email, full of wit and charm, Jen sets 
the stage for how things will be in Miss Ward's class. 
Moms, trying to hold back tears of laughter, will relate. 

The Grave’s a Fine and Private Place: a  
Flavia de Luce novel 
by Alan Bradley  ROBERTA’S PICK  
(Fiction BRADLEY) 
Who but Flavia de Luce could dangle her hand in the 
river on a boating outing and hook a human corpse in 
the mouth?   Acclaim for Alan Bradley's beloved  
Flavia deLuce novels continues.  If ever there were a 
sleuth who is bold, brilliant, and adorable, 
it's Flavia de Luce. a combination of Eloise and  
Sherlock Holmes. 

Social Creature 
by Tara Isabella Burton  LORRI’S PICK  
(Fiction BURTON) 
Louise has nothing.  Lavinia has everything. After a 
chance encounter, the two spiral into an intimate, intense, 
and possibly toxic relationship.  Patricia’s Highsmith’s The 
Talented Mr. Ripley updated for the internet age. 

Everyone Brave is Forgiven 
by Chris Cleve  SARAH.’S PICK  
(Fiction CLEVE) 
Loosely based on his grandparents' WWII-era lives, 
Cleave's new novel follows the soul-plumbing journeys of 
four young Londoners fighting their own personal battles 
as their world breaks apart. Among all the recent fictions 
about the war, Cleave's novel is a surprising standout, 
with irresistibly engaging characters who sharply  
illuminate issues of class, race, and wartime morality. 

Harry’s Trees 
by Jon Cohen  VICTORIA’S and LISA’S PICK  
(Fiction COHEN) 
Traumatized by the sudden death of his wife, thirty-four 
year old Harry Crane leaves his old life and heads for the 
remote forests of northeastern Pennsylvania, where he 
meets a young girl who sets him on a feverish road to 
redemption.   

The Lost for Words Bookshop 
by Stephanie Butland  LISA’S PICK  
(Fiction BUTLAND)  
The latest from Butland is a novel about love's many forms 
and the power of books. Loveday Cardewan, an anti-social 
25-year-old comes to terms with her dark past and learns to 
live in the present. Set in a used bookshop, Butland's novel 
tackles love, grief, violence, and friendship.  

Vox 
By Rebecca Dalcher  LORRI’S PICK  
(Fiction VOX) 
On the day the government decrees that women are  
allowed  no more than 100 words daily, Dr. Jean McClelan  
is in denial – this can’t happen here. Not in America. Not to 
her.  Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale and  
Sinclair Lewis’ It Can’t Happen Here all rolled into one. 

All the Ugly and Wonderful Things 
by Bryn Greenwood   SUSAN C.’S PICK  
(Fiction GREENWOOD) 
Greenwood's strong debut is about a young girl's triumph 
over the sordid life she might have led as the daughter of 
drug addicts, one of whom is a meth dealer. The story 
unfolds from a variety of characters' viewpoints, whether 
it's Wavy, whom we see growing from a six-year-old to a 
young adult; Wavy's grandmother, or the loving Kellen.  

The Importance of Being Kennedy: a novel 
by Laurie Graham AMY’S PICK  
(Fiction GRAHAM) 
Graham moves her focus to an imaginative fictionalization 
of the Kennedy clan's evolution between the world wars. 
The story is told from the perspective of Nora Brennan, an 
Irish immigrant nanny who watched over the Kennedy 
kids beginning in 1917. Though Nora adores each child, 
she grows especially fond of Rosie Kennedy, whose 
learning disability makes her the runt of the overachieving 

Summer Hours at the Robbers Library 
by Sue Halpern  ROBIN’S PICK  
(Fiction HALPERN) 
Halpern, a master of precise, warmhearted, nonfiction 
infuses this tale of second chances with empathy and 
humor. Riverton, New Hampshire, is a dingy small town 
grateful for its anchoring library, one of 1,687 constructed 
by Andrew Carnegie. The local library becomes a beacon 
for lost souls. Journalist-author Halpern has written a 
sweet novel with genuine charm.  

Giovanni’s Room 
by James Baldwin  ELIAS’ PICK  
(Fiction BALDWIN)  
Set in the 1950s Paris of American expatriates, a young 
man finds himself caught between desire and conventional 
morality.  Baldwin's 1956 novel was daring for its time,  
depicting a young man deep into Paris's second expatriate 
movement following World War II as he grapples with his 
sexual identity.  

The Magicians 
by Lev Grossman  SARAH’S PICK  
(Fiction GROSSMAN) 
This first book in a highly recommended series, will please 
adult fans of Harry Potter and The Chronicles of  
Narnia.  When Quentin, a brooding and insecure teenager 
is invited to enroll in a university for young spellcasters, he 
is thrilled beyond words, but the pursuit of magic is boring 
until friends endeavor to go on a heroic quest. 

Killers of the Flower Moon: the Osage  
Murders and the Birth of the FBI 
by David Grann  PAT’S PICK  
(Non- Fiction 976.6 GRA) 
In 1920s Oklahoma, many members of the oil-wealthy 
Osage Nation were dying suspicious deaths, leading to the 
establishment of what is now known as the FBI. Grann 
makes the violence and deception easy to follow by  
keeping the focus on one Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, 
whose family members were murdered one by one. This 
gripping title uncovers a baffling level of corruption. 

The Dream Quest of Vellitt-Boe 
By Kij Johnson  ELIAS’ PICK  
(Sci Fan JOHNSON) 
In Johnson's absorbing novella, mathematics professor 
Vellitt Boe, who lives in the land of dreams, must track 
down Clarie Jurat, a student who seems to have run away 
with a man who inhabits the waking world. Her father is a 
trustee of the college, and this is a scandal that might get 
women banned from the school. Vellitt sets off across an 
ever-shifting dreamworld of scheming elder gods,  
treacherous landscapes, and fantastical creatures. 

The Nasty Bits 
by Anthony Bourdain  JIN’S PICK  
(Non-Fic 641.5092 BOU) 
Bourdain’s  essay collection is divided into the flavors of 
salty, sweet, bitter, sour, and umami and makes for highly 
entertaining and sometimes shocking reading. Lovers of 
adventurous culinary experiences will find much to whet 
their appetites here, and those who loathe the celebrity 
chef phenomena will find a friend in Bourdain. 



 

Fall 2019 

American Spy 
by Lauren Wilkinson      LORRI’S PICK  
(Fiction WILKINSON) 

Marie Mitchell, a Cold War FBI intelligence officer, 
joins an undercover task force to undermine Thomas 
Sankara, the revolutionary Communist president of 
Burkina Faso, who she secretly admires and comes 
to love, in a novel inspired by true events. 

Putney 
by Sofka Zinovieff       LORRI’S PICK   
(Fiction ZINOVIEFF) 

An inappropriate bond between the preadolescent 
daughter of a famous novelist and a rising 1970s  
London composer twenty years her senior intensifies 
into a predatory affair, in a tale told from three  
perspectives.  

The Nickel Boys: a novel 
By Colson Whitehead      ERICA’S PICK  
(Fiction WHITEHEAD) 

There were rumors about Nickel Academy, a Florida 
reform school, but survivors kept their traumas to 
themselves until a university archaeology student 
discovered the secret graveyard in a tautly focused 
and gripping portrait of two African American teens 
during the last vicious years of Jim Crow.  

Factfulness: ten reasons we’re wrong about  
the world and why things are better than 
you think. 
by Hans Rosling      CLAIRE’S PICK  
(Non-Fic 302.12 ROS)  

A Professor of International Health and popular TED 
speaker and his son and daughter-in-law explain 
how the best guesses, thoughts and concepts we 
accept as fact are actually tempered and informed 
by unconscious and predictable biases.  

The Dutch House 
by Ann Patchett      ROBERTA’S PICK 
(Fiction PATCHETT)  

Patchett returns with her most powerful novel to 
date: a richly moving story that explores the indeli-
ble bond between two siblings, the house of their 
childhood, and a past that will not let them go—the 
Dutch House, a lavish estate in the suburbs  
outside of Philadelphia.  

The Storyteller’s Secret 
by Sejal Badani      ROBIN’S PICK  
(Fiction BADANI) 

Jaya, a New York journalist, decides to go to India 
to uncover answers to her family’s past. She be-
comes intoxicated by the culture, but it is Ravi—her  
grandmother’s former servant and trusted  
confidant—who reveals the resilience, secrets, and 
tragic fall of Jaya’s pioneering grandmother during 
the British occupation. 

The Library Book 
by Susan Orlean      JIN’S PICK  
(Non-Fic 027.479 ORL) 

New Yorker staff writer Orlean doubles as an  
investigative reporter and an institutional historian in 
this sprawling account of the 1986 fire at the Los 
Angeles Central Public Library. Orlean celebrates 
libraries as sanctuaries,  community centers, and 
open universities run by people of commitment, 
compassion, creativity, and resilience.  

Bringing Down the Duke 
by Evie Dunmore      LORRI’S PICK  
(Fiction DUNMORE)  

A fiercely independent vicar’s daughter takes on a 
duke in a fiery love story that threatens to upend 
British social order.    Learn about women’s suf-
frage in Britain while enjoying a fluffy romance. 

Gaslighting 
by Stephanie Moultan-Sarkin      ROBIN’S PICK  
(Non-Fiction 158.2 SAR) 

Licensed mental health counselor Sarkin introduces 
the little-researched phenomenon of gaslighting —
manipulating someone by psychological means into 
questioning their own sanity. This behavior can be 
found in politics, the boardroom, and personal  
relationships. A fascinating and necessary study 
and how to steer clear of being a victim.  

The Giver of Stars 
by Jojo Moyes      ROBERTA’S PICK  
(Fiction MOYES)  

Alice Wright escapes her stifling English family by 
marrying an American, but this choice leads to  
further misery in the rural Kentucky household of 
her unaffectionate husband and his domineering 
father, She finds respite in riding with the women of 
the new WPA-sponsored horseback library.  

Something in the Water 
by Catherine Steadman       LORRI’S PICK  
(Fiction STEADMAN 

One minute newlyweds Erin and Mark are enjoying a 
honeymoon to die for in Bora Bora and the next they're 
being sucked into a maelstrom that might actually get 
them killed, in this captivating  debut from Downton 
Abbey alum Steadman (she played Mabel Lane Fox). 
What changes everything is the couple's discovery of a 
locked canvas duffel bag. 

Dune 
By Frank Herbert      CLAIRE’S PICK  
(SciFi HERBERT) 

Science fiction's masterpiece, Dune ,will be forever 
considered a triumph of the imagination. Set on the 
desert planet Arrakis, it is the story of the boy Paul 
Atreides, who will become the mysterious man 
known as Muad'Dib.  A stunning blend of adventure 
and mysticism, environmentalism and politics. 

More book suggestions can be found at 
RidgewoodLibrary.org 

Take a look! 

Updated 10/11/2019 



The Flight Portfolio 
by Julie Orringer       SARAH’S PICK  
(Fiction ORRINGER) 

Orringer's magnificent novel is centered around  
American journalist Varian Fry's work helping  
imperiled refugees out of Nazi-occupied France in 
1940. Orringer addresses head-on the moral dilemma 
of making value judgments on individual lives.  

The Swallows 
by Lisa Lutz       LORRI’S PICK  
(Fiction LUTZ) 

A new teacher in a New England prep school  
ignites a gender war — with deadly consequences.  
What do you love? What do you hate? What do 
you want? It starts with this simple writing prompt 
from Alex Witt, Stonebridge Academy's new  
creative writing teacher.   

Red, White, and Royal Blue 
by Casey McQuiston      BRITTIN’S PICK  
(Fiction MCQUISTON) 

The much-loved royal romance genre gets a fun  
update. Alex Claremont-Diaz, son of the American 
President Ellen Claremont, knows one thing for 
sure: he hates Henry, the British prince to whom he 
is always compared. He lives for their verbal  
sparring matches, but one of their fights at a royal 
wedding goes a bit too far. 

The Lake House 
by Kate Morton       JIN’S PICK  
(Fiction MORTON) 

Retreating to Cornwall to pass an enforced leave 
from the London Metropolitan Police,  
Det. Constable Sadie Sparrow stumbles upon an 
estate abandoned 70 years ago after a toddler went 
missing. Three generations of family secrets are 
unraveled, rebounding from the horrors of World 
War I to the 1930s and then on to the present day. 

A Place For Us 
by Fatima Farheen Mirza       JIN’S PICK 
(Fiction MIRZA) 

A story of family, identity, and belonging follows an 
Indian family through the marriage of their daughter, 
from the parents' arrival in the United States to the 
return of their estranged son.   What Mirza does best 
is show how family dynamics can shape one's life 
and how seemingly inconsequential events can have 
a large impact over time.  

There There: a novel 
by Tommy Orange      JIN’S PICK  
(Fiction ORANGE)  

Orange's commanding debut chronicles stories of 
contemporary Native Americans in Oakland, CA, in 
the days leading up to the city's inaugural Big  
Oakland Powwow. Orange presents more than a  
dozen men, women, and children confronting broken 
families, and socioeconomic and cultural problems. 

The Ghost Clause 
by   Howard Norman       ERICA’S PICK  
(Fiction NORMAN) 

The author poignantly examines two marriages from 
the viewpoint of a ghost.  Recently deceased Simon 
haunts his Vermont farmhouse, which is purchased in 
the summer of 1994 by a young couple, Muriel and 
Zachary.  Throughout, Simon infuses sharp  
observations with insights about the joys of living.  

The Secret History 
by Donna Tartt       ROSA’S PICK  
(Fiction TARTT) 

This well-written first novel attempts to be a  
psychological thriller and a satire of collegiate  
mores and popular culture. Brilliant students at a 
posh Vermont school are involved in two murders, 
one supposedly accidental and one deliberate.  

Daisy Jones and the Six 
by Taylor Jenkins Reid    LORRI’S & ROBERTA’S PICK  
(Fiction REID) 

Reid delivers a stunning story of sex, drugs, and 
rock 'n' roll in the 1960s and '70s in this expertly 
wrought novel. Mimicking the style and substance of 
a tell-all celebrity memoir, the book is narrated by a 
character whose identity is a secret until the end.  

The Paragon Hotel 
by Lyndsay Faye       PAT’S PICK  
(Fiction FAYE) 

In 1921, Alice "Nobody" James, who is white, es-
capes  the New York Mafia with a bullet in her side. 
She meets African American train porter Max, who 
guides her to the Paragon Hotel, the only all-black 
hotel in Portland, OR. So begins Alice's stay at the 
Paragon, where the residents have their own  
problems, with the Ku Klux Klan gaining popularity .  
Historical fiction and a suspenseful mystery.  

A Discovery of Witches 
by Deborah E. Harkness       SARAH’S PICK  
(Fiction HARKNESS) 

Diana Bishop is the last of the Bishops, a powerful 
family of witches, but she has refused her magic ever 
since her parents died and has turned to academia. 
When a new project takes her to Oxford, she is  
looking forward to several months of investigating  
manuscripts, but her peace is soon interrupted. 

The Story of Lucy Gault 
by Willam Trevor      VICTORIA’S PICK  
(Fiction TREVOR) 

One night, arsonists attempt to burn down the  
country home of Colonel Gault, a retired Irish officer 
in the British army, married to an Englishwoman. 
Despite the fact that it breaks their hearts to do so, 
the Gaults decide to leave Ireland. Their little child, 
Lucy, runs away from home to show her parents her 
intense aversion to the relocation. 

A Woman is No Man 
by Etaf Rum      ERICA’S PICK  
(Fiction RUM) 

Three generations of Palestinian-American women 
in contemporary Brooklyn are torn by individual  
desire, educational ambitions, a devastating  
tragedy, and the strict mores of traditional Arab  
culture The story reads with well-developed  
characters and a wonderfully paced narrative. 

The Book of Essie 
By Meghan MacLean Weir       LORRI’S PICK  
(Fiction WEIR) 

A debut novel of family, fame, and religion that 
tells the wildly captivating story of the seventeen 
year-old daughter of an evangelical preacher, 
star of the family's hit reality show, and the secret 
pregnancy that threatens to blow their entire world 
apart. 

My Favorite Half-Night Stand 
by Christina Lauren       BRITTIN’S PICK  
(Fiction LAUREN) 

A criminology professor uses a fake dating profile to 
flirt with her best friend.   This NY Times bestselling 
author, who hilariously depicts modern dating,  
provides us with a laugh-out-loud romp. 


	2019 Winter Staff Picks.pdf
	2019 Spring-Summer Staff Picks.pdf
	2019 Fall Staff Picks .pdf

