
 
 
Mary Coin 
by Marisa Silver DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
In 1936, photographer Dorothea Lange took a portrait that 
would become the most iconic image of the Great Depression. 
Her subject was a 32-year-old Native American and mother of 
seven. "Mary Coin" is the novel inspired by that photograph.  
Mary, along with Vera Dare, a strong-minded photographer 
and polio survivor, and Walker Dodge, a history professor with 
a surprising link to the celebrated photograph, are the 
mesmerizing novel's three central characters.  
 

This Boy’s Life: a memoir 

by Tobias Wolff  PAT M.’S PICK (Biography WOLFF) 
In this jewel-like, tragicomic memoir of childhood in the 1950's, 
Wolff describes his difficult rite of passage and his growing up 
Catholic in Seattle--with a mother he loves, a stepfather he 
hates, and a history of troublemaking he yearns to leave 
behind. 

 
Blind Descent: the quest to discover the deepest 

place on earth 
By James M. Tabor   PEGGY’S PICK (Non-Fic 796.525 TAB) 
Fully evoking the peril, lure, and Everest-scale logistics of 
extreme caving, Tabor is an able dramatist for the adventure-
reading audience. Tabor, a former contributing editor at 
Outside magazine and author of “Forever on the Mountain”, 
contrasts two sterling teams, one American and the other 
Russian, in their perilous search to locate the deepest 
supercave on earth. 
 

The Sixteen Pleasures 
By Robert Hellenga MARCIA’S PICK (Fiction) 
29-Year-old Margot Harrington is one of the many Americans 
who flock to Florence to help restore priceless treasures after 
the flooding of the Arno. She works and lives at a Carmelite 
convent. One of the books turns out to be a rare volume of 
Renaissance erotica bound with a book of prayers. This is a 
rewarding read, with a witty heroine, a marvelous setting, and 
lots of fascinating detail about book and art restoration. 
 

The Book Thief 
by Marcus Zusak  PAT P.’S PICK (Fiction) 
Death is the narrator of this powerful story of a town in Nazi 
Germany. He is a kindly, caring Death, overwhelmed by the 
souls he has to collect from people in the gas chambers, from 
soldiers on the battlefields, and from civilians killed in 
bombings. Death relates the story of Liesel--a young German 
girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain 
her family and the Jewish man they are hiding and Rudy, who 
defies the Hitler Youth and convinces Liesel to steal for fun.  

 
Stiff Upper Lip, Jeeves 
by P.G. Wodehouse  PEGGY’S PICK (Fiction) 
Any of the collections of classic Jeeves stories introduces 
readers to the world of the British upper class with Bertie 
Wooster and his valet, Jeeves. The dialog is crisp, erudite and, 
oftentimes so funny that listeners will laugh out loud.  
 
 
 

More Staff Suggestions are found on our website: 
www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Pull down the Reference tab on the homepage.  
“Book and Film Corner” 

                       Take a look! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Last Nude 
by Ellis Avery LORRI’S PICK (Fiction)  

Avery presents a stunning story of love, sexual obsession, 
treachery, and tragedy about an artist and her most famous 
muse in Paris between the World Wars. 
 

This is How You Lose Her 
by Junot Diaz,   ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
A Pulitzer Prize winner turns his prodigious talent to the 
haunting, impossible power of love. Hilarious and devastating, 
raucous and tender, these stories lay bare the infinite longing 
and inevitable weaknesses of our all-too-human hearts. 
 

Crossing the Borders of Time 
by Leslie Maitland  PEGGY’S PICK (Non-Fic 940.5314 MAI) 
Booklist *Starred Review*.  Maitland, an award-winning former 
"New York Times" reporter, presents a sweeping account of 
her family's escape from war-torn Europe that hinges on the 
intimate and deep romance of Maitland's mother with a 
Catholic Frenchman. 

 
Transatlantic 
by Colum McCann   DEBORAH.’s PICK (Fiction) 
A soaring novel that spans continents, leaps centuries 
(Newfoundland 1919, Dublin 1845, New York 1998), and 
unites a cast of deftly rendered characters, both real and 
imagined. “TransAtlantic” is a profound meditation on identity 
and history in a world that grows somehow smaller and more 
wondrous with each passing year. There’s passion and humor 
and pure life force on every page. 
 

The Rest of Her Life 
by Laura Moriarty  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Moriarity delivers a compassionate and provocative look at 
mothers and daughters. Like the best works of Jane Hamilton, 
Jodi Picoult, and Alice Sebold, Moriarty's novel presents a 
complex moral dilemma, filled with nuanced characters and a 
page-turning plot that makes readers ask themselves, "What 
would I do?" 
 

Code Name Verity 
by Elizabeth Wein   BRITTIN’S PICK  (Fiction) 
In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied 
France and the survivor tells a tale of friendship, espionage, 
and courage. A Michael L. Printz Award Honor book that was 
called "a fiendishly-plotted mind game of a novel" in The New 
York Times, “Code Name Verity” is a visceral read of danger, 

resolve, and survival that shows just how far true friends will go 
to save each other. 
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The Legacy 
by Katherine Webb  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
*Starred Review* Booklist. After their grandmother's death, 
sisters Erica and Beth return to the English estate where they 
summered as children. What begins as a quiet tale about a 
troubled relationship between two sisters snowballs into a far 
more desperate quest for identity and truth. This stunning, 
unforgettable first novel speeds past the reader with all the 
suspense, melancholy, and terror of a haunted-house story. 
 

The Secret Keeper 
by Kate Morton  DEBORAH’S and BRENNA’S PICK (Fiction) 
This spellbinding novel is filled with mystery, thievery, murder, 
and enduring love. Laurel Nicholson, at 16, witnesses her 
mother, Dorothy, commit a shocking crime. The story takes the 
reader from pre-WWII England to the '60s and beyond. It is the 
secret history of three strangers who meet by chance in 
wartime London and whose lives are forever entwined. 

All We Know 
by Lisa Cohen  LORRI’S PICK (Non-Fiction 920.72 COH) 
Cohen's astute and graceful profiles acquaint us with three 
complex, innovative, and influential modern women, now 
almost completely forgotten: Esther Murphy, Mercedes de 
Acosta, and Madge Garland. Cohen describes these women's 
glamorous choices, complicated failures, and controversial 
personal lives with lyricism and empathy.  
 

Crashing Through:  a story of risk, adventure, and 
the man who dared to see 
by Robert Kurson  PEGGY’S PICK (Non-Fiction 362.4 KUR)) 
Kurson tells the stunning true story of one man's heroic 
odyssey from blindness into sight.  Mike May, blinded at age 
three, broke world records in speed skiing, joined the CIA, and 
became a successful entrepreneur and family man. He had 
never yearned for vision. In 1999, a stem cell transplant 
surgery could restore May's vision. He began to contemplate 
an astonishing new world: Would music still sound the same? 
Would his marriage survive? Would he still be Mike May? 
 

Heart of the Matter 
by Emily Giffin  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Tessa has recently given up her career to focus on her family 
and the pursuit of domestic happiness. Valerie is an attorney 
and single mother to six-year-old Charlie--a boy who has never 
known his father. One night, a tragic accident causes their lives 
to converge in ways no one could have imagined. Giffin excels 
at creating complex characters and stories that ask us to 
explore what we really want from our lives. 
 

Lean In:  women, work, and the will to lead 
by Sheryl Sandberg  DEBORAH’S PICK  

(Non-Fiction 658.4092 SAN) 
*Starred Review* Booklist. With no small amount of self-
deprecating humor, a massive quantity of facts and research, 
plus a liberal dose of very personal anecdotes, Facebook COO 
(and first-time author) Sandberg forces each one of us to 
reexamine ourselves at work and in life.  Though there are no 
solutions offered, except in the formation of communities 
around the country and (we hope!) around the world, there is 
tremendous energy in feeling that, thanks to Sandberg, the 
world just might be a different place. 

 
Alys, Always 
by Harriet Lane  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction)  
Lane presents a suspenseful, assured, literary debut that 
explores the dark side of desire and ambition through one 
woman’s unlikely entry into an elite world and a destiny of her 
own design on a bitter winter’s night. 

 
The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin 
by Benjamin Franklin  PEGGY’S PICK (BIO FRANKLIN) 
The second edition of Franklin's famous autobiography is 
accompanied by a portfolio of illustrations and an introduction 
that provides background and invites us to think about the 
work's lasting impact on American society and culture. 

 
The Dressmaker 

by Kate Alcott  MARSHA’S PICK (Fiction) 
A Titanic romance, focused on the survivors and the scandal, 
seen from the perspective of an aspiring seamstress whose 
fortunes intertwine with real characters from the epic tragedy. 
Alcott's debut wraps a conventional tale of love and wish 
fulfillment around interesting historical facts. 
 

The Round House 
by Louise Erdrich  LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 
In 1988, a woman living on an Ojibwe reservation in North 
Dakota is attacked. The details of the crime are slow to surface 
as Geraldine Coutts is traumatized and reluctant to relive or 
reveal what happened, either to the police or to her husband 
and thirteen-year-old son, Joe.  Erdrich’s novel embraces 
tragedy, a spirit world, and a tale of injustice. 
 

The Match: the day the game of golf changed 
forever 
by Mark Frost  PAT M.’S PICK (Non-Fiction 796.352 FRO) 
Golf’s greatest money match, featuring Hogan and Nelson at 
Cypress Point, comes to life in the story of an immortal 
foursome and the game they played that day in 1956--
legendarily known in golf circles as the greatest private match 
ever played. It's a gripping tale with edge-of-your-seat 
suspense --as good as Patterson, Grisham, or any other 
contemporary novelist could create.  
 

Wild: from lost to found on the Pacific Crest Trail 
by Cheryl Strayed  PEGGY’S PICK (Biography STRAYED) 
A powerful, blazingly honest memoir: the story of an eleven-
hundred-mile solo hike that broke down a young woman 
reeling from catastrophe--and built her back up again. In the 
wake of her mother's death, her scattered family and her 
destroyed marriage, the author made the most impulsive 
decision of her life: to hike alone the Pacific Crest Trail from 
the Mojave Desert to Washington State. 
 

Murder on Theater Row: a Bill Donovan mystery 
by Michael Jahn  MARGARET’S PICK (Mystery) 

In his fifth mystery starring Bill Donovan and, equally, the city 
of New York, Jahn’s homicide detective’s fascination with weird 
suspects and exotic weapons continues to involve him in 
bizarre murders committed in the city's historic landmarks. In 
this case, the setting is the Old Knickerbocker Theater.  The 
series includes murder at the Museum of Natural History, Fifth 
Avenue, Central Park, the waterfront, and Coney Island.  
 

Tigers in Red Weather 
by Liza Klaussmann DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Set in bucolic, hoity-toity post-WWII Martha's Vineyard, this 
unnerving literary thriller debut from the great-great-great-
granddaughter of Herman Melville finds a family unmoored by 
an unsolved murder in their apparently porcelain community. 
 

Me Before You 
by Jojo Moyes ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
Louis Clark takes a badly needed job working for ex--Master of 
the Universe Will Traynor, who is wheelchair bound after an 
accident.. When she learns that Will has shocking plans of his 
own, she sets out to show him that life is still worth living.  


