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Marguerite: a novel 
Marina Kemp 

(Bccls) 

Marguerite Demers 
leaves Paris for a 
sleepy French 
village to take a job 
as a live-in nurse for 
Jerome Lanvier--
once one of the 
most powerful men in the village. 
In this haunting novel, Marguerite 
forms an unlikely connection with 
Lanvier.  

I’ll Be Gone in the Dark 
Michelle McNamara 

(Bccls, Overdrive, Hoopla)   

McNamara tells 
both the 
nightmarish story of 
the Golden State 
Killer and her own 
story of true-crime 
addiction. Growing 
up, McNamara 

became obsessed with unsolved 
murders after a young woman 
was murdered near her home. 

Staff Picks 
October 

2020 

 

How To Love a Jamaican 
Alexandra Arthurs 
(Bccls, Overdrive) 

Sweeping from 
close-knit island 
communities to the 
streets of New York 
City and mid-
western university 
towns, these eleven 
short stories form a 
portrait of a nation, a people, and a 
way of life. 

Reading with Patrick 
Michelle Kuo 

(Bccls, Overdrive) 
Addressing education, race, 

poverty and criminal 
justice, this is a 
memoir of the life-
changing friendship 
between an idealistic 
young teacher and 
her gifted student, 
jailed for murder in 

the Mississippi Delta. 

Convenience Store Woman 
Sayaka Murata 

(Bccls, Overdrive, Hoopla) 
Keiko’s parents always worried how 
she would do in the 
real world. Murata 
provides a sharp look 
at Japanese society 
and the pressure to 
conform, and 
provides a fresh, 
charming portrait of 
an unforgettable heroine. 

Long Bright River 
Liz Moore 

(Bccls, Overdrive) 

A suspense novel that looks at a 
Philadelphia family and the 

relationship 
between two 
sisters—one, 
suffering from 
addiction, who has 
suddenly gone 
missing, and the 

other, a police officer who patrols 
the neighborhood. 

Through the Woods 
Emily Carroll 

(Bccls)  

A spooky collection of fairy tales 
gone seriously wrong, where you 
can travel to "Our Neighbor's 
House", though  
coming back might 
be a problem, or 
find yourself a 
young bride in a 
house that holds a 
terrible secret. 

The Last Year of the War 
Susan Meissner 

(Bccls, Overdrive) 

A German-American girl becomes 
best friends with a Japanese-
American girl in a Texas internment 

camp during WWII, 
and loses touch until 
decades later. 
Meissner shows how 
fear and hatred 
changed the lives of 
innocent Americans. 

You’re Not Listening 
Kate Murphy 

(Bccls, Overdrive) 
How well we listen determines how 
we love, learn, and connect with 
one another, and in this moment 

when we need to 
hear and be heard 
more than ever, this 
thought-provoking 
and engaging book 
shows us how. 

The Vanishing Half 
Brit Bennett 

(Bccls, Overdrive) 
Inseparable identical twin sisters 
ditch home together, and then one 
decides to vanish. Bennett fuels her 
fiction with secrets in 
the story of the 
Vignes sisters, light-
skinned women 
parked on opposite 
sides of the color 
line.  


