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The Mammy  
by Brendan O’Carroll  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
The story begins with Agnes and her best friend, Marion, in the public 
waiting room of the Department of Social Welfare on the day of Agnes's 
husband's untimely death. Wit, humor, and resourcefulness guide Agnes 
in her role as mother, father, and best friend. The Mammy contains a 
colorful cast of characters, and O'Carroll's depiction of 1960s working-
class Irish life is animated and entertaining. 
 

Citizens of London: the Americans who stood with 
Britain in its darkest, finest hour. 
By Lynne Olson  PAT’S PICK (Non-Fic 940.532 OLS) 
In early 1941, Britain was perilously close to being forced to surrender to 
Germany. Former White House correspondent Olson re-creates the 
dramatic interplay of personalities and politics, from the relationship 
between Winston Churchill and FDR to the successful efforts of a small 
group of Americans living in London who played a vital role in forming an 
important alliance: Edward R. Murrow, John Winant, and Averill Harriman. 
 

Between Shades of Gray 
by Ruta Sepetys BRITTIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their 
Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is 
sentenced to death in a prison camp while she fights for her life, vowing to 
honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her story in a jar 
on Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family, includes a historical note. 
 

M Train 
by Patti Smith  ROBIN’S PICK (Bio SMITH) 

This unusual memoir is a blend of adventures, the everyday, travels, 
dreams, and reflections on creativity and life. Singer-songwriter Smith 
comes to realize that the "writer is a conductor"-and she is indeed a 
phenomenal conductor along these tours of the haunting places in her life, 
where anyone might stumble upon momentary but life-altering wisdom. 
 

Man at the Helm 
by Nina Stibbe  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 

The lives of nine-year-old Lizzie and her family are changed after her 
father's affair. Mother and children are forced to move from their posh 
London digs to a small English village. Tranquil country living disappears 
as the locals shun the entire family for being a single-parent household. 
 

My Name is Lucy Barton 
by Elizabeth Strout  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 

Despite its slim length, Strout's tender and moving novel should be read 
slowly, to savor the depths beneath what at first seems a simple story of a 
mother-daughter reconciliation. Lucy Barton is shocked when her mother, 
from whom she's been estranged for years, flies to be at Lucy's hospital 
bedside in New York.  This masterly novel's message is that sometimes in 
order to express love, one has to forgive. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Arrangement 
by Ashley Warlick  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction)  

Blending fact and fiction, this historical novel covers nine eventful years in 
the life of legendary food writer M.F.K. Fisher. All the ingredients for a 
lively, literate page-turner are here: a beautiful, talented protagonist; lush 
settings; illicit sex; mouthwatering food. 
 

Custom of the Country 

by Edith Wharton  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
Wharton's critical eye leaves no social class unscathed in a cutting 
commentary on America's nouveaux riches, their upward-yearning 
aspirations and their eventual downfalls. Through her heroine, the 
beautiful and ruthless Undine Spragg, Wharton presents a startling, satiric 
vision of social behavior in all its greedy glory from America's heartland to 
Manhattan, and then to Paris. 
 

To the Lighthouse 
by Virginia Woolf  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction)  
The serene and maternal Mrs. Ramsay, the tragic yet absurd Mr. Ramsay, 
and their children and guests are on holiday on the Isle of Skye. From the 
seemingly trivial postponement of a visit to a nearby lighthouse, Woolf 
constructs a remarkable, moving examination of the complex tensions and 
allegiances of family life and the conflict between men and women. 
 
 
 

More Book Suggestions are found www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Take a look! 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
The Tears of Dark Water 
by Corban Addison DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Somali pirates hijack a sailboat in the Indian Ocean and take Americans 
Daniel Parker and his teenaged son as hostages. A tense standoff is 
orchestrated by top US negotiator Paul Derrick.  Ismail, identified as the 
leader, says little, fearing the truth will endanger his sister, Yasmin. 
 

The Peach Keeper 

by Sarah Addison Allen ANNALISE’S PICK (Fiction) 
At 30, Willa Jackson returns to her small hometown, Walls of Water, N.C., 
in the wake of a failed marriage to her college sweetheart. She's 
determined now to lead the quiet life she believes her father wants her to 
have, but is soon derailed by the wealthy and powerful Osgoods, The 
Jacksons were also wealthy once, until the logging industry failed. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Good Neighbor 
by A.J. Banner  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 
This book will forever change the way you look at the people closest to 
you.  Shadow Cove, Washington, is the kind of town everyone dreams 
about--quaint streets, lush forests, good neighbors. That's what Sarah 
thinks as she settles into life with her new husband, Dr. Johnny McDonald. 
But all too soon she discovers an undercurrent of deception. And one 
October evening, sudden tragedy destroys Sarah's happiness. 
 
 

http://www.ridgewoodlibrary.org/


A Long Way Gone: memoirs of a boy soldier 
by Ismael Beah  DEBORAH’S PICK (Biog BEAH )  
The survivor of war in Africa recounts his transition from 12-year-old 
orphan to killing machine. He emerges from Sierra Leone's civil conflict 
and eventually graduates from college in the U.S.  His memoir seeks to 
illuminate the process that created, and continues to create, one of the 
most feared products of modern warfare: the boy soldier. 
 

House of Thieves 
by Charles Belfoure  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
A man does what he must to save his family, with unimaginable 
consequences, in this historical thriller set in the New York of 1886. 
Architect John Cross' only option to save the life of his son, who's run up a 
massive gambling debt, is to join Kent's Gents, a powerful mob whose 
members dress like society gentlemen and plan heists. 
 

In the Unlikely Event 
by Judy Blume  BRENNA’S PICK (Fiction) 
The three fatal plane crashes that hit Elizabeth, N.J., during the winter of 
1951-52 are the inspiration for Blume's latest adult novel in which young 
and old alike must learn to come to terms with technological disaster and 
social change. The main character, 15-year-old Miri Ammerman, lives in 
Elizabeth with her single mother.  Like many family stories, this one is not 
without its life-changing secrets and surprises. 
 

Spinster 
by Kate Bolick  KERRI’S PICK (Biog BOLICK) 
In this thoroughly entertaining exploration of modern spinsterhood, Bolick 
blends memoir and historical research to expound upon the lives of five 
literary women who had a profound impact on her: Maeve Brennan, Neith 
Boyce, Edith Wharton, Edna St. Vincent Millay, and Charlotte Perkins 
Gilman. These so-called awakeners came to her in different periods of her 
life and directed her down a path both inspiring and unnerving. 
 

The Last Kingdom 
by Bernard Cornwell  CLAIRE’S PICK (Fiction) 

An acknowledged master of rousing battlefield fiction, Cornwell also 
deserves praise for his mesmerizing narrative and his authentic historical 
detailing. Here he introduces a new multivolume saga set in medieval 
England when Northumbria is invaded by the fearless Danes. 
 

Presence: bringing your boldest self to your biggest 
challenges 
by Amy Cuddy  ROBERTA’S PICK (Non-Fic 158.1 CUD) 
Cuddy discusses self-affirmation, the role hormones play in confidence, 
mood enhancement via facial expression, and reinterpreting anxiety as 
excitement. Further inspiration is provided by interviews with actress 
Julianne Moore about presence on film sets, Rev. Jeffrey Brown on his 
work reining in gang violence through active listening, and author Neil 
Gaiman on overcoming "imposterism." 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Skin and Other Stories 
by Roald Dahl  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
These stories selected from Dahl's adult anthologies include a macabre 
tale of a murderous wife, a page-turner about a missing diamond, and a 
funny entry about a pair of hapless pheasant poachers. The majority of 
these selections feature adult protagonists with adult concerns. 
 

Hyacinth Girls 
by Lauren Frankel  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 

When a bully turns into a target, it's hard to know whom to blame and 
whom to believe. As this twisty debut demonstrates, murder and suicide 
don't make for an auspicious entre into motherhood, but that's how 
Rebecca becomes the caretaker of her late best friend's daughter, Callie. 

 
The Past 
by Tessa Hadley  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction)  

Assembling at their country house one final time before it is sold, four 
siblings and their children share past memories, hidden passions, and 
devastating secrets that threaten to overwhelm them. 
 

Snow in August 
by Pete Hamill   PAT’S PICK (Fiction) 
In Brooklyn, 1947, Michael Devlin, an 11-year-old Irish kid who spends his 
days reading Captain Marvel and anticipating the arrival of Jackie 
Robinson, makes the acquaintance of an Orthodox rabbi. In exchange for 
lessons in English and baseball, Rabbi Hirsch teaches him Yiddish and 
tells him of Jewish life in old Prague. Anti-Semitism soon rears its head in 
the form of a gang of young Irish toughs out to rule the neighborhood.  
 

Jade Dragon Mountain 
by Elsa Hart  ANNALISE’S PICK (Fiction) 

Hart's well-researched mystery debut is set in eighteenth-century China.  
Disgraced librarian Li Du arrives in the city of Dayan at an inauspicious 
time: the emperor's visit is scheduled in a few days -the emperor who 
exiled him. When the magistrate's guest is poisoned, the culprit, any 
culprit, must be quickly found and executed, to prevent embarrassment.  
 

What We Saw 
by Hartzler   DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
The story of a town torn apart by the events surrounding the rape of a 
drunk girl at a house party, from the perspective of the partygoers who 
witnessed it.  Debut-novelist Hartzler pulls no punches in his depiction of 
rape culture. A stirring, important read. 

 
Remember Me Like This 
by Bret Anthony Johnston   DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
In Johnston's strong debut, it's been four years since young Justin 
disappeared, and the Campbell family in southern Texas has been slowly 
crumbling under the strain of their grief. But when Justin, now a teenager, 
is miraculously returned and his abductor set to stand trial, the entire 
family must join together and help him recover the years he has lost. 
 

Ghettoside 
by Jill Leovy   DEBORAH’S PICK (Non-Fic 364.152 LEO) 
Leovy, an LA Times reporter and editor, offers an unsettling view of black 
homicides in the U.S.  According to Leovy, blacks are the number-one 
murder-victim population in the U.S.  And their killers are largely other 
black men and boys. These facts underlie Leovy's major theme, which is 
that the plague of black homicides results from the systemic failure of the 
legal institutions to effectively catch and punish killers. 
 

After You 
by JoJo Moyes   ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
This sequel to “Me Before You” reveals what happened to Louisa Clark 
after that book's heart-wrenching finale. Eighteen months after those 
events, a terrible accident sends Lou home to her family. Forced to take 
stock of her life after Will, she realizes it's not what he had hoped for her. 
So she begins to struggle up out of her grief. 
 

We Were the Muvaneys 
by Joyce Carol Oates  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction)  
Primarily from the point of view of the youngest boy, Judd, readers learn 
how each of the Mulvaneys struggles with 16-year-old Marianne's date 
rape and her father's fierce reaction to it.  Mike Mulvaney bans his 
daughter from the house, ostensibly because she will not name her rapist. 

 


