
 
 
The Rosie Project 
by Graeme Simsion BRITTIN’S PICK (Fiction SIMSION) 
Don Tillman-geneticist and rule follower, is well aware that his grasp on 
the nuances of social inter-action is weak at best. His attempts at dating 
have always ended in disaster. At age 39, Don begins the Wife Project, 
an effort that he hopes will filter out all unsuitable candidates and help 
him find his ideal partner. Enter Rosie, a woman who wants Don's help 
on a project of her own: finding her biological father. 
 

The Death of Mrs. Westaway 
by Ruth Ware   ROSA’S PICK (Fiction WARE) 

Hal receives a mysterious letter bequeathing her a substantial 
inheritance. She realizes very quickly that the letter was sent to the 
wrong person--but also that the skills she's honed as a tarot card reader 
might help her claim the money. Hal finds herself at the funeral of the 
deceased, where it dawns on her that there is something very wrong 
about this situation. A thriller from the Agatha Christie of our time. 
 

The Friend 
Sigrid Nunez  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction NUNEZ) 
Quietly brilliant and darkly funny, Nunez's latest novel is a story of grief, 
writing, and the human-canine bond. After her best friend and mentor's 
suicide, an unnamed middle-aged professor is bequeathed his well-
behaved beast of a dog. Apollo is a majestic, if aging, Great Dane, kept 
against many reasonable protests. 
 

Atomic Habits 
by James Clear ROBIN’S PICK (Non-Fiction 155.24 CLE)  
Atomic Habits will reshape the way you think about progress and 
success, and give you the tools and strategies you need to transform 
your habits--whether you are a team looking to win a championship, an 
organization hoping to redefine an industry, or simply an individual who 
wishes to lose weight, reduce stress, or achieve any other goal. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Indianaplois 
by Lynn Vincent  ROBIN’S PICK (Non-Fiction 940.5426 VIN)  
Based on years of original research and new reporting, two acclaimed 
authors deliver the riveting and emotionally wrenching full story of the 
worst sea disaster in United States naval history: the sinking of the USS 
Indianapolis during World War II--and the fifty-year fight to exonerate 
the captain after a wrongful court martial. 
 

The Haunting of Hill House 

by Shirley Jackson  ROSA’S PICK (Fiction JACKSON) 
The four visitors at Hill House are there for knowledge or adventure. At 
first, their stay seems destined to be merely a spooky encounter with 
inexplicable phenomena. But Hill House is gathering its powers--and 
soon it will choose one of them to make its own. A great haunted house 
story and the inspiration for a 10-part Netflix series. 
 

Becoming 
by Michelle Obama  JIN’S PICK (Biog OBAMA) 

In her memoir of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle 
Obama invites readers into her world, chronicling the experiences that 
have shaped her - from her childhood on the South Side of Chicago to 
her years balancing the demands of motherhood and work, to her time 
spent at The White House.  With honesty and lively wit, she describes 
her triumphs and her disappointments, both public and private. 

 
Housegirl 
by Michael Donkor  LARISSA’S PICK (Fiction DONKOR) 
Promising new writer Donkor uses his British and Ghanaian background 
to craft this tale of an aspiring teenage African heroine. When her 
prostitute mother can no longer afford her schooling, Belinda is sent into 
service as a housegirl for a wealthy and kindly expat couple who have 
retired to Kumasi, Ghana. She wins them over with her intelligence and 
compulsive cleaning as well as her devotion to a younger, more 
undisciplined servant named Mary. 
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That Kind of Mother 
by Rumaan Alam  ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction ALAM) 
This story is about a white woman, already a mother, who adopts her 
black nanny's son. Alam burrows deep into issues of race, class, and 
the nature of motherhood and family. Rebecca Stone is the attractive 
wife of a British diplomat and a talented poet. Navigating motherhood 
for her is a matter of learning how to raise two children whom she loves 
with equal ferocity, but whom the world is determined to treat differently. 

 
The Woman Who Would Be King 
by Kara Cooney  ROSA’S PICK (Biog HATSHEPSUT)  
An engrossing biography of the longest-reigning female pharaoh in 
Ancient Egypt and the story of her audacious rise to power. Hatshepsut-
-the daughter of a general who usurped Egypt's throne--was expected 
to bear the sons who would legitimize her father’s reign.  Her failure 
paved the way for her improbable rule for over 20 years. 
 

Whiskey and Ribbons 
by Leesa Cross-Smith  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction CROSS-SMITH) 
Evi--a classically-trained ballerina--was nine months pregnant when her 
husband Eamon was killed in the line of duty in July. Now, it is 
winter, and Eamon's adopted brother Dalton has moved in to help her 
raise six-month-old Noah. Cross-Smith presents an honest exploration 
of the complicated natures of love, relationships, and grief. 
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French Exit 
by Patrick deWitt  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction DeWITT)  
Frances Price--tart widow, possessive mother, and Upper East Side 
force of nature--is in dire straits, beset by scandal and impending 
bankruptcy. With her son and aging cat Small Frank, they leave for 
Paris to try to escape their troubles.  It doesn’t work. 

 
The Air You Breathe 
by Frances de Pontes Peebles  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction PEEBLES) 

Dores is an orphaned servant girl raised in the kitchen of a sugar 
plantation in 1930s Brazil. Graça is the spoiled only daughter of the 
plantation owners. The two girls bond over their mutual love of music 
and as teenagers, they engineer a daring escape, landing in the Lapa 
district of Rio. A haunting, poetic novel about friendship. 
 

Lethal White 
by Robert Galbraith  SARAH’S PICK (Fiction GALBRAITH) 

Under her Galbraith pseudonym, J.K. Rowling impressively sustains 
suspense over the course of a mystery for London PI Cormoran Strike 
and his partner, Robin Ellacott. The pair have reunited professionally to 
solve the curious case of a government minister, slashed horses and a 
body buried in a pink blanket.  
 

Gone with the Windsors 
by Laurie Graham  AMY M.’S PICK (Fiction GRAHAM) 
Graham has written a witty and insightful historical novel about the 
abdication of Edward VIII and his relationship with Wallis Simpson and 
even manages to make the brainless and superficial fictional character 
Maybell likable. Familiarity with the story will certainly help the reader 
get all the humor, though the novel can be enjoyed without it. 
 

All the Ugly and Wonderful Things 
by Bryn Greenwood  SUSAN C.’S PICK (Fiction GREENWOOD) 
Greenwood's strong debut is about a young girl's triumph over the 
sordid life she might have led as the daughter of drug addicts, one of 
whom is a meth dealer. The story unfolds from a variety of characters' 
viewpoints, whether it's Wavy, the main character, whom we see 
growing from a six-year-old to a young adult; Wavy's grandmother, who 
takes care of her before succumbing to cancer; or the loving Kellen, 
whose street smarts makes up for his lack of education. 
 
 

 

Rust and Stardust 
by T. Greenwood  KERRI.’S PICK (Fiction GREENWOOD) 

Greenwood reimagines the true-crime story that inspired Nabokov's 
Lolita in this riveting tale that takes readers across state lines and 
through several years of terror. Eleven-year-old Sally Horner is a shy 
misfit longing for friendship when Frank LaSalle, pretending to be a cop, 
tricks her into custody after he observes her stealing a notebook. 
 

Game of Queens:the women who made sixteenth-
century Europe 
By Sarah Gristwood  ROSA’S PICK (Non-Fiction 940.2 GRI) 
In sixteenth-century Europe, a particular set of circumstances propelled 
more than a handful of powerful women to the forefront of history, 
creating an age where female rulers and regents flourished. In this 
fascinating work of world and women's history, Gristwood portrays the 
sisterhood of Renaissance movers and shakers, including Isabella of 
Castile, Catherine de Medici, Anne Boleyn, and Elizabeth I of England. 
 

Doctor Sleep 
by Stephen King  ASHLEY’S PICK (Fiction KING) 
As a boy, Dan Torrance survived the terrifying events in King's classic 
The Shining, but he eventually became an alcoholic as he attempted to 
drown out his psychic abilities, his "shining." He is now on his last 
chance to build a life for himself. As Dan joins AA and begins using his 
abilities to ease the suffering of hospice patients, he also meets a young 
girl, Abra, whose shining is even brighter than his own. 
 

The Incendiaries 
by R.O. Kwon SUSAN C.’S PICK (Fiction KWON) 
Written in dazzling, spare prose, Kwon's debut tells the fractured story 
of three young people looking for something to believe in while 
attending the prestigious Edwards University - Will Kendall and his sort-
of girlfriend Phoebe Lin, and John Leal, an enigmatic cult leader. 
 

Crudo 
by Olivia Laing  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction LAING) 

The days leading up to the summer 2017 wedding of Kathy, a New 
Yorker living in London, to an Englishman almost 30 years her senior 
are punctuated by news of underground nuclear testing in North Korea, 
floods in Houston, and much ado about President Donald Trump. The 
jazzy stream-of-consciousness writing perfectly suits this zippy novel, 

 

 

Josh and Hazel’s Guide to Not Dating 
by Christina Lauren  BRITTIN’S PICK (Fiction LAUREN)  

This romantic comedy also delivers when it comes to more serious 
emotions. Best friends Josh and Hazel find themselves single at the 
same time and under-take a series of blind double dates to get 
themselves back into the game. Hazel is a delightfully unique character, 
and Josh happily plays her straight man, making the odd situations they 
find themselves in even funnier. 
 

The Sleeping Dictionary 
by Sujata Massey   PAT’S PICK (Fiction MASSEY) 
Massey's harrowing yet hopeful story concerns Kamala, a strong, clever 
girl who perseveres through the direst of circumstances toward her 
dream of independence, not only from the British rule of India but from 
her checkered past. Set from the 1920s through the end of World War 
II, around the time of the tumultuous Indian independence movement. 

 
Circe 
by Madeline Miller  ROSA’S PICK (Fiction MILLER) 
Follow Circe, the banished witch daughter of Helios, as she hones her 
powers and interacts with famous mythological beings. A conflict with 
one of the most vengeful Olympians forces her to choose between the 
worlds of the gods or mortals. 

 
Where the Crawdads Sing 
by Delia Owens  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction OWENS) 
A stunning debut novel about an unforgettable young woman 
determined to make her way in the wilds of North Carolina, and the two 
men that will break her isolation open.  Owens juxtaposes an exquisite 
ode to the natural world against a heartbreaking coming of age story 
and a surprising murder investigation. 
 

The Angel’s Game 
By Carlos Ruiz Zafon  THERESA G.’S PICK (Fiction Ruiz Zafon) 
Another delicious supernatural mystery from bestselling Catalan author 
Ruiz Zafon.  In 1920s Barcelona, David Martin is born into poverty, but, 
aided by patron and friend Pedro Vidal, he rises to become a crime 
reporter and then a beloved pulp novelist. He produces two great 
novels, one for Vidal to claim as his own, and one for himself. But 
Vidal's book is celebrated while David's is buried, and when Vidal 
marries David's great love, David accepts a commission to write a story 
that leads him into danger. 


