
 
 
 
The Book That Matters Most 
by Ann Hood  SUSAN’S PICK (Fiction) 
A year after being left by her husband, Ava joins a book club where each 
member must choose a book that matters most to them for the group to 
discuss.  She suggests a long-forgotten book that helped her through a 
difficult childhood but now has her questioning the secrets surrounding the 
deaths of her sister and mother. 
 

You Should Have Known 
by Jean Hanff Korelitz   DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
A successful therapist, Grace, is married to an oncologist who loves her, 
has a son who adores her, and lives in a great apartment in Manhattan. 
Grace attends a planning meeting with several moms she already knows 
plus a new member, Malaga. Imagine the moms' shock when a few days 
later, Malaga is found brutally murdered in her apartment. 

 
The Children 
by Ann Leary   ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 

Leary writes about nutty, pedigreed New Englanders in this noirish 
comedy in which financial wrangling and emotional secrets are kept under 
wraps within a well-born Connecticut family until the arrival of an interloper 
from west of the Rockies. 
 

Unslut: a diary and a memoir 
by Emily Lindin   LARISSA’S PICK (Non-Fic  302.3 LIN) 
In 2013, Lindin created The UnSlut Project, an online community in which 
she posted entries from the diary she kept between sixth and eighth grade 
detailing her experiences being bullied because of untrue rumors about 
her sexual conduct. As a result of the positive feedback she received, she 
published her diary entries. A sometimes tender, sometimes caustic look 
at the stigmas that surround girls growing up. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I Let You Go 
by Clare Mackintosh   ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 
When a 5-year-old boy is killed in a hit-and-run accident, the police find 
themselves with a sensational case and one woman discovers an 
emptiness that she may never fill.  Memorable characters, a compelling 
portrayal of the eccentricities of small-town life, and the author’s skill  in 
the way she incorporates jaw-dropping, yet plausible, plot twists into the 
already complex storyline make this an accomplished debut novel. 
 

Under the Influence 
by Joyce Maynard  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 
A recovering alcoholic still mourning the misstep that cost her custody of 
her young son, Helen is working odd jobs when she encounters Ava and 
Swift Havilland at a gallery show. Ava takes an immediate shine to Helen 
and invites the younger woman over to the beautiful house she shares 
with Swift.  They help Helen reconnect with her son, and she falls more 
deeply under their spell until a devastating accident changes everything. 
 

Grunt 
by Mary Roach  KERI’S PICK (Non-fic 355.07 ROA)  

Roach's latest exploration of the science behind ordinary things is an 
insightful look into the lives of soldiers - not the stories in the news but 
untold tales. Traveling from proving ground to lab to expensive, realistic 
fake battle settings, the author recounts and often participates as 
researchers search for better ways to protect soldiers from bullets, burns, 
explosions, noise, heat, sharks, insomnia, drowning, and disease.Though 
these topics seem wide-ranging, Roach strings them together in a 
cohesive narrative that is delightful and quick. 
 

The Last Painting of Sara de Vos 

by Dominic Smith  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Smith's latest novel is a rich and detailed story that connects a 17th-
century Dutch painting to its 20th-century American owner and the lonely 
but fervent art student who makes the life-changing decision to forge it. 
Rich in historical detail, the novel explores the immense challenges faced 
by women in the arts (past and present). 
 

More Book Suggestions are found www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Take a look! 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Carry Me 
by Peter Behrens  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
Behrens grounds his bittersweet escape-from-the-Nazis love story in 
seascapes, landscapes, and cityscapes, showing how culture and 
geography shape lives and determine character.  As an international crisis 
looms, the ties that bind childhood friends Billy Lange, the German Irish 
son of a racing skipper, and Karin von Weinbrenner, the free-spirited 
daughter of a German Jewish baron, deepen. 
 

Watching Edie 

by Camilla Way  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 

Edie and Heather were an unlikely pair in high school. Edie was the 
beautiful girl who attracted people like moths to a flame, while Heather 
was an outsider. This is a tale of betrayal and obsession, alternating 
between Edie's viewpoint in the present and Heather's in the past, 
culminating in a psychological thriller that is impossible to set down. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Widow Basquiat: a love story 
by Jennifer Clement  ROBIN’S PICK (Biography Basquiat) 
A stunning portrait of Suzanne Mallouk, the wife of painter Jean-Michel 
Basquiat, that is original, insightful, and engrossing. The author was a 
close friend of both Mallouk and Basquiat.  Narrating Suzanne's childhood 
in Canada and her troubled relationship with the avant-garde street artist 
up until his death, the brief passages alternate between Clement's poetic 
voice and Mallouk's plainspoken accounts.  
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March: Book One 
by Andrew Aydin  LARISSA’S PICK (Graphic Novel)  
The groundbreaking graphic novel memoir of a living legend of the civil 
rights movement, MARCH: BOOK ONE has swiftly become an iconic 
work. Created by Congressman John Lewis, Andrew Aydin and Nate 
Powell, this #1 New York Times bestseller is also a Coretta Scott King 
Honor book, a required text in classrooms across America, and the first 
graphic novel to win a Robert F. Kennedy Book Award. 
 

The History of Loneliness 
by John Boyle  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
A Chaplain at a Dublin boys' school since his ordination, Fr. Yates lives an 
uncomplicated life.  After 28 years of quiet stability, however, Yates is 
forced by the archbishop to take a parish position, substituting for a priest 
accused of long-term, systematic sexual abuse. The riveting narrative of 
an honorable Irish priest who finds the church collapsing around him at a 
pivotal moment in its history.  
 

The Sun and the Moon and the Rolling Stones 
by Rick Cohen  ROBIN’S PICK (Non-Fic 782.421 COH) 
For Cohen, the Rolling Stones have been a profound influence. The 
author worshipped the band in his youth, met and wrote about them as a 
journalist, and formed relationships with group members many fans would 
covet. Here Cohen interweaves his personal experiences with a history of 
the Stones. 

 
The Time in Between 
by Maria Duenas  PAT’S PICK (Fiction) 

On the eve of the Spanish Civil War, Sira Quiroga, a young seamstress 
from Madrid, is abandoned in Morocco by her lover. Sira sets about 
opening a dress shop to make money from the only trade she knows. 
Packed with engaging characters (many of whom were actual players in 
1930s European politics), flawlessly researched, and breathlessly paced, 
this debut novel captures the beauty and decadence of pre-WWII Europe. 
 

Siracusa 
by Delia Ephron ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 
An electrifying novel about marriage and deceit from bestselling author 
Delia Ephron that follows two couples on vacation in Siracusa, a town on 
the coast of Sicily, where the secrets they have hidden from each other 
are exposed and relationships are unraveled. 
 

My American Friend 
by Michele Halberstadt  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Film producer and prize-winning novelist Halberstadt offers the portrait of 
a friendship upended by medical catastrophe.  There are interesting 
themes of friendship and guilt in this slim volume. Halberstadt's approach 
ultimately reveals that friendships are mirrors, and when bonds break, we 
have to reckon with sides of ourselves we may not like. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Russian Tattoo: a memoir 
by Elena Gorokhova SARAH’S PICK (Biog GOROKHOVA) 
An exquisite portrait of mothers and daughters that reaches from Cold War 
Russia to modern-day New Jersey, from the author of A Mountain of 
Crumbs. Elena learns that the journey of an immigrant is filled with 
everyday mistakes, small humiliations, and a loss of dignity. Russian 
Tattoo is a poignant memoir of three generations of strong women with 
very different cultural values, all living under the same roof 

 
The Nightingale 
By Kristin Hannah PAT’S PICK (Fiction) 

Engrossing homage to the extraordinary courage and endurance of 
Frenchwomen during the German occupation in WW II.  Through Viann 
we learn how life was disrupted when husbands and fathers were forced 
to enlist while the Germans took over their towns. Viann's younger sister, 
Isabelle, always rebellious, joins the resistance in Paris. 

 
Eventide 
by Kent Haruf  VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Haruf's follow-up to the bestselling Plainsong is as lovely and 
accomplished as its predecessor.  Haruf does a marvelous job of bridging 
the generations, giving new meaning to words such as friendship and 
family in this moving exploration of small town lives in rural Holt, Colorado. 
 

The Bad-ass Librarians of Timbuktu: and their race to 
save the world’s most precious manuscripts 
by Joshua Hammer  ROBBIN’S PICK (Non-Fic 025.82 HAM) 
Abdel Kader Haidara is a Timbuktu native who became an expert on 
Timbuktu’s ancient manuscripts embodying centuries of Islamic history. 
After 2008, when a brutal group of militants threatened the records, 
Haidara was involved in the ingenious rescue of the records, transporting 
them more than 400 miles across the Sahara and on the Niger River to 
safekeeping in Bamako, Mali's capital. 

 
When the Moon is Low 
by Nadia Hashimi  PAT’S PICK (Fiction) 

When her middle-class life in Afghanistan is shattered by the rise of the 
Taliban and her husband's murder by fundamentalists, former 
schoolteacher Fereiba embarks on a high-risk effort to escape to England 
with her three children. With grace and sensitivity, Hashimi illuminates the 
the numerous dangers refugees contend with in their quest for a haven. 

 
The Comic Book Story of Beer 
by Jonathan Hennessey & Mike Smith  LARISSA’S PICK (663.42 HEN)  
Taking us from ancient fermentation processes to today's craft breweries, 
we are presented with an engaging look at the importance of beer in our 
cultural history. The authors open the readers' minds to the possibility that 
beer helped shape the course of civilization, showing how, in each age, 
beer played a significant role in helping shape human affairs. 
 

The Things We Keep 
by Sally Hepworth   DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Anna Forster, in the early stages of Alzheimer's disease at only thirty-eight 
years old, knows that her family is doing what they believe to be best 
when they take her to Rosalind House, an assisted living facility. She also 
knows there's just one another resident her age, Luke. What she does not 
expect is the love that blossoms between her and Luke. 

 
The Illegal 
by Lawrence Hill  ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
Marathon runner Keita Ali is forced to leave his country, Zantoroland, 
following his father's assassination. He flees to the ironically named 
Freedom State, where he becomes another undocumented alien subject 
to racism and exploitation. When his sister, a Harvard graduate, is held for 
ransom, he must turn his dreams of becoming a champion runner into 
reality so that he can earn the money to secure her freedom. Although 
these nations are fictional, Hill draws on real issues in Africa, from which 
people have fled in fear of their lives, and worldwide, as nations struggle 
with a flood of refugees. 
 
 
 


