
 
 
 
I Remember You: a ghost story 
by Yrsa Siguroardottir  KATHY’S PICK (Mystery Fiction) 
Iceland's queen of suspense starts a sense of foreboding early, as married 
couple Katrin and Gardar travel from Reykjavik to isolated Hesteyri to 
renovate the old house they've bought to turn into a guesthouse. Concerns 
about finances and the viability of the project pale as something about the 
house makes the trio want to leave it.  
 

Swing Time 
by Zadie Smith   LORRI’S and ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Smith again does what she does best: packing a personal story into a 
larger understanding of how we humans form tribes. In London, two 
competitive mixed-race girls meet in dance class, and while the narrator 
passionately loves movement and studies steps in old-time movies, it's 
glamorous, dominant, socially advanced Tracey who wins medals. 

 
Born to Run 
by Bruce Springsteen   ROBIN’S PICK (Biography SPRINGSTEEN) 
In his long-awaited memoir, Springsteen takes readers on an entertaining, 
high-octane journey from the streets of New Jersey to all over the world. A 
natural storyteller, Springsteen commands our attention with his tales of 
growing up poor with a misanthropic father and a mother who had endless 
faith in people. 
 

My Life on the Road 
by Gloria Steinem   KRISTEN’S PICK (Biography STEINEM) 
Steinem weaves an inspired personal narrative by sharing stories of the 
places she's seen and people who have galvanized her, which includes 
everyone from poet laureates to cab drivers. Her anecdotes-specifically 
those about her nomadic, cheerful, and kind-hearted father-are deeply 
moving. What's touching about this work is its hopefulness. 
 

Sachiko: a Nagasaki bomb survivor’s story 
by Caren Barzelay Stelson   JUSTIN’S PICK (YA Biography YASUI) 

Fifty years after surviving the atomic bombing of Nagasaki as a six-year-
old, Sachiko Yasui began to share her story. This moving work of creative 
nonfiction offers Yasui's account of life in wartime Japan, the "unspeakable 
seconds" of the bombing, her family's struggle to survive, the deaths of her 
siblings from radiation sickness, her thyroid cancer, and her decades-long 
struggle to find words as a hibakusha, a survivor of the bombing. 

Just Mercy 
by Bryan Stevenson  LORRI’S and JIN’S PICK (Non-Fic 345.73 STE) 

As a young Harvard law student in an internship in Georgia, Stevenson 
visited death-row inmates and saw firsthand the injustices suffered by the 
poor and disadvantaged, how too many had been railroaded into 
convictions with inadequate legal representation. A passionate account of 
the ways our nation thwarts justice and inhumanely punishes the poor and 
disadvantaged. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Bookseller 
by Cynthia Swanson  SARAH’S PICK (Fiction)  

A powerful debut novel that will keep you turning pages into the early 
hours. The Bookseller follows a woman in the 1960s who wrestles to 
reconcile her daily life as a spinster bookstore owner with the alternate 
reality she suddenly begins to dream about each night, in which she is a 
happily-married wife and mother. 

 
Where Am I Now?: true stories of girlhood and 
accidental fame 

by Mara Wilson  ASHLEY’S PICK (Biography WILSON) 
Wilson, who rose to fame in the 1990s as a child actress in such movies 
as Mrs. Doubtfire and Matilda, presents a collection of essays in which she 
shares memories both of her experiences making movies and aging out of 
the cute child roles she'd been known for and subsequently finding her 
calling as a writer. Wilson's story is an uplifting and charming one. 
 

Another Brooklyn 

by Jacqueline Woodsen  ERIKA’S and LORRI’S (Fiction) 
Suddenly, having lived only in Tennessee, eight-year-old August finds 
herself in her father's hometown of Brooklyn. August is bolstered by the 
responsibility of watching her brother while their father works, and by the 
certainty that their mother will soon join them. From their third-floor 
window, August and her brother observe the daily despair of poverty, but 
more notably the world of liberated, unsupervised youth: the skipping rope, 
the uncapped hydrant, in short, the kids they wish they were. 
 

More Book Suggestions are found www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Take a look! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Everyone Brave is Forgiven 

by Chris Cleave  PAT’S PICK (Fiction) 
Loosely based on his grandparents' WWII-era lives, Cleave's new novel 
follows the soul-plumbing journeys of four young Londoners fighting their 
own personal battles as their world breaks apart.   Full of insight, 
memorable and witty dialog, the story paints a portrait of a damaged city 
with its inequities amplified by war and of courageous individuals whose 
connections to one another make them stronger. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ready Player One 

by Ernest Cline  THERESA G.’S  PICK (Fiction) 
In the near future, scarce fossil fuels have ended America's era of 
prosperity, sent small-town Americans to vertical trailer parks at urban 
fringes, and the entire population uses the OASIS, an immersive virtual 
reality, for education and escape.  Our heroes, sympathetic nerds with a 
lot of free time, go after a contest for control of OASIS, as do the Sixers, 
unscrupulous corporate drones. 
 
The Girls 
by Emma Cline  ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction) 

Bored teenager Evie Boyd is mesmerized by a young woman she spots 
wandering through a park one summer afternoon. It's 1969 in Petaluma, 
California, and Suzanne represents the glamour of the counterculture to 
lonely Evie.  Cline illuminates the darkest truths of a girl's coming-of-age, 
telling a story that is familiar on multiple levels in a unique and compelling 
way. 
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To Capture What We Cannot Keep 
by Beatrice Colin  VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction)  
Jamie Arrol, the nephew of a successful Scottish engineer, talks himself 
into an apprenticeship during the construction of the Eiffel Tower. Colin's 
Paris is a city of painters, aristocrats, prostitutes, secret lovers, and the 
magnificent artistic vision taking shape high above them. Devotees of the 
Belle Époque should relish every word. 
 

Warriors of the Storm 
by Bernard Cornwell  CLAIRE’S PICK (Fiction) 
Cornwell continues his epic rendering of the long and brutal path toward 
the unification of Britain. Though this is a Cornwell novel and, therefore, 
the combat scenes are paramount, the tangled politics and social mores of 
the day are intricately interwoven into the plot, placing the frenzied action 
firmly into historical context. 
 

Sweetbitter 
by Stephanie Danler  ERICA’S and ANNALISE’S PICK (Fiction) 
Twenty-one-year-old Tess arrives in New York, chasing a ravenous desire 
to experience the world. She somehow lands a position at a prestigious 
Union Square restaurant. The staff, a colorful cast of characters who show 
her varying degrees of support and impatience, becomes her family.  She 
works, studies to learn about wine, drinks excessively, and counters 
alcohol with cocaine-all with the diner staff. 

 
Ghostland: an American history in haunted places 
by Colin Dickey  ASHLEY’S PICK (Non-Fic 133.109 DIC ) 
Dickey continues his exploration of the strange and macabre with this 
latest work. Each chapter is an essay revolving around a spooky site or 
sighting. The focus ranges from specific landmarks to institutions such as 
Southern U.S. plantations to entire cities such as Salem, MA, and New 
Orleans-all supposed magnets for supernatural activity. 
 

In The Darkroom 
by Susan Faludi  LORRI’S PICK (Biography Faludi) 
Faludi, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist, presents the story of her father, 
who, after 25 years of estrangement, informed the author in 2004 that she 
had undergone a sex change operation, changing her name from Steven 
to Stefanie. Faludi tries to tease out the reasons for Stefanie's drastic 
decision and also reconcile this new person with the man she knew as a 
child: temperamental, masculine, obfuscating, and violent. 
 

Homegoing 
by Yaa Gyasi  ERICA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Fiction can do what historical narrative cannot: compress 300 years of 
African American experience into a story that is at once cohesive and 
compelling. The saga begins in West Africa in the 18th century, when 
Effia, a beautiful girl in the Asante tribe, is married off to a British officer 
who oversees slave trafficking, and continues through pivotal historical 
moments up to the present. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
My Year With Eleanor: a memoir 
by Noelle Hancock KRISTEN’S PICK (Biography HANCOCK) 

Journalist Hancock lived an inspirational Eleanor Roosevelt quotation: “Do 
one thing every day that scares you”.  Laid off from her job, she decided to 
follow up on Eleanor's command with gusto. While facing her fears small 
(price haggling) and large (climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro) every day during the 
year leading up to her thirtieth birthday, she read Roosevelt's abundant 
writings, and she peppers the book with anecdotes from her idol.  

 
The Flight of Gemma Hardy 
By Margot Livesey  ANNALISE’S PICK (Fiction) 
The talented Livesey updates Jane Eyre, changing the setting to Scotland 
and the Orkneys during the 1950s but taking care to keep resonating 
elements of this classic: a resourceful orphan makes her way in an 
uncaring world and not only endures but also triumphs. Despite readers' 
familiarity with the story line, they will be held rapt as Gemma Hardy, 
orphaned at age 10, is taken in by a loving uncle only to lose him, too. 

 
The Nix 
by Nathan Hill  CLAIRE’S PICK (Fiction) 

When Samuel was growing up, his mother drew on Norwegian folklore to 
tell him about the Nix, a spirit that carries trusting children to their deaths. 
The moral, she explained, is that "the things you love the most will one day 
hurt you the worst." This is the kernel from which Hill's accomplished novel 
germinates. Cartwheeling among multiple narrators, it spins the 
galvanizing stories of three generations derailed in unexpected ways. 

Party of One: a memoir in 21 songs 
by Dave Holmes  LORRI’S PICK (Biography HOLMES) 

The former MTV VJ waxes nostalgic on his life in pop culture. Holmes is 
all charm, and his self-deprecating style makes his story relatable and 
engaging without feeling self-involved. A hilarious and touching coming-of-
age story that will strike a particular nerve among Generation Y. 

 
Dead Wake: the last crossing of the Lusitania 
by Erik Larson  KERRI’S PICK (Non-Fic 940.451 LAR) 

Once again, Larson transforms a complex event into a thrilling human 
interest story.  When veteran captain William Thomas Turner accepted the 
pinnacle position of commander of the RMS Lusitania, he never imagined 
the danger that lay ahead. Larson traces the liner's final voyage by 
intertwining narratives of Turner with those of notable passengers. 

 
Florence Gordon 
by Brian Morton  VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction)  
Seventy-five-year-old activist Florence Gordon, blunt, imperious, intolerant 
of distractions, has been fighting the good fight in obscurity for decades 
until now. Suddenly, she is being profiled in magazines. Morton's 
intelligent portrait of a feisty, independent older woman is an absolute joy 
to read, not only for its delightful wit but also for its dignified appraisal of 
aging and living life on one's own terms. 
 

Everything I Never Told You 
by Celeste Ng   JIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
"Lydia is dead," the novel opens- blunt and unnerving.  She's only 16. The 
cracks in Lydia's perfect-daughter foundation erupt suddenly and 
tragically, and her death threatens to destroy her parents and deeply scar 
her siblings. Tantalizingly thrilling, Ng's emotionally complex debut novel 
captures tensions between cultures and generations. 

  
The Children’s Crusade 
by Ann Packer  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 

From a bestselling, award-winning author comes a sweeping, masterful 
new novel that explores the secrets and desires, the remnant wounds and 
saving graces of one California family, over the course of five decades.  
Packer begins her well-crafted family saga from the ground up with 
pediatrician Bill Blair's Portola Valley, California land purchase in 1954. He 
marries, has children, and their stories unfold. 
 

The Girl with the Lower Back Tattoo 
by Amy Schumer   ANNALISE’S PICK (Biography SCHUMER) 
Emmy Award-winning comedian, actress and writer shares the 
experiences that have shaped who she is--a woman with the courage to 
bare her soul and stand up for what she believes in, all while making us 
laugh. Ranging from the raucous to the romantic, the heartfelt to the 
harrowing, this highly entertaining and universally appealing collection is 
the literary equivalent of a night out with your best friend -- an 
unforgettable and fun adventure you wish could last forever. 


