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SARAH:  So my name is Sarah Kiefer.  Today is April 5, 2016 and I'm speaking with 
Bob Paoli who is a Ridgewood resident.   We are recording this interview in the 
conference room of the Ridgewood Public Library.  Thank you so much for joining us 
today Bob. 
 
BOB:  Oh you’re quite welcome.  Thank you for inviting me. 
 
SARAH:  Oh we’re happy to.  I guess I’ll just start with a question on how did you 
come to live in Ridgewood and when? 
 
BOB:  Well I came to Ridgewood in 1970, June of 1970.  I was living in the Bronx.  
The neighborhood was falling down around me, and I had three children, and I had to 
make a move.  I didn’t know anything about Ridgewood, I never even heard of it.  I 
never even considered living, crossing the bridge to live in another state.  And I was 
looking at houses up in the northern New York, up in Orange County.  And one Sunday 
afternoon after a tireless day of not finding anything I liked, we were coming back home 
to the Bronx on Route 17.  Route 80 hadn’t been built in those days, so we were on 
Route 17.  My wife Diane had an aunt who lived in Ramsey NJ and she used to visit 
her when she was a child from New York City.  She would go to the Ridgewood bus 
stop and her aunt would pick her up and take her up to Ramsey but most of the time 
she spent a lot of time in Ridgewood, shopping and going to the movies whatever.  So 
she knew somewhat, some history about Ridgewood. Anyway, coming down on Route 
17 Diane said to me why don’t we stop at Aunt Gloria’s house and just sit down and 
relax.  By that time I was, we were tired and hungry.  So my aunt had a copy of the 
Ridgewood News, she subscribed to the Ridgewood News, because she did a lot of 
shopping in Ridgewood, even though she lived in Ramsey.  So we came down, we 
picked up the newspaper, there was a house for sale, we thought it would be good for 
us.  It was a Sunday, we couldn’t get access to the house, but the next day my wife 



came out from the Bronx, saw the house, called me on the phone and said we just 
bought a house.  And I said fine, you know, so that’s how that happened. 
 
SARAH:  And you’ve been here ever since. 
 
BOB:  And of course, I have no regrets, I mean I love Ridgewood. I worked in New 
York City as my career so I didn’t spent a lot of time in Ridgewood, however I did spent 
a lot of time of course at Graydon Pool.  Graydon Pool was a wonderful, wonderful perk 
within the community.  And when my children were young, I’m going back you know, 50 
years at least, Graydon Pool was constantly filled.  I mean the response of the 
residents, using the facility at Graydon Pool was quite, quite enormous. Not so much 
now, and I’m not sure I know why.  So that was a wonderful experience for us.  And all 
the other things that Ridgewood offered us, you know, we had sidewalks, we had the 
parks and the beautiful trees and the different places we could take the kids bicycling 
riding and just walking.  Of course we had the movie theater, as a matter of fact the 
movie theater was closed on Sundays in those days. Because of the blue laws.  It was 
closed. 
 
SARAH:  It was before… 
 
BOB:  Of course we had our church, and the library of course, how could I forget the 
library.  My wife was here with the kids all the time.  And it was just a wonderful, quaint 
little town, people were always very pleasant and friendly.  So I had no regrets at all.  
Although I didn’t know a lot about Ridgewood like I said.    Working in New York City, 
in my career I was working in the Bronx as a supervisor for the Department of 
Sanitation.  I did a lot of my own personal business in the Bronx, for example my 
haircuts, my dry cleaning, things of that nature.  So I didn’t really get around to 
Ridgewood.  Until I retired, which was 20, 20 years ago.  And then I said well I’m stuck 
in Ridgewood now let me see what I’ve got.  So I walked around, I love it.  I loved it.  
What I do miss about Ridgewood is the small so called mom and pop stores.  In my 
day we had a Woolworth where we could go in and you know, buy different things.  
You didn’t have to go to the highways to buy notebooks for the kids or hair ribbons for 
the girls, you know whatever.  We had a hardware store, and I liked the idea of going 
into a business where you could talk to somebody one on one you know.  And of 
course the malls moved in on Route 17 and Route 4 and that changed the whole 
complexion of the town.   
 
SARAH:  Do you remember when they moved in, [crosstalk] and how they changed it? 
 
BOB:  Well it was, it was, gradual of course, but it was over the years.  I mean I guess 
probably starting in maybe 1980, you know the small businesses went out of business.  
For two reasons, probably because of the competition from the bigger stores, on the 
highway.  I mean you can go to the mall, and there’d be a hundred shops, you could do 
all your shopping right there at the mall, just go from one store to another.  Which is ok 
I suppose, but I mean I live in a community where I think it’s important that residents 
support that community, so even if I have to pay a buck more for an item, you know, I’d 



rather do it in Ridgewood then go to the malls. And when you go to the malls, you know, 
you have to get on a highway, you have to drive, you have to park.  And as I get older I 
do less driving, so Ridgewood has become, a great, a lot more affectionate for me. 
 
SARAH:  Over the years? 
 
BOB:  Over the years, yeah.  There’s also so many, so many activities in Ridgewood 
that were available to young people.  You have the Scouting and you have of course 
Graydon Pool as I said.  But you had, you know, the Ridgewood baseball and softball 
association.  And the schools of course always had their own activities, you know, after 
school activities, you could learn a language or get involved in athletics. The education 
system in Ridgewood is absolutely outstanding.  And in those days, they had a, Mt. 
Carmel had a parochial school which was very vibrant, very popular and successful. So 
a lot of Ridgewood residents, although they had this great public school system, they 
opted to have some of their children go to the parochial school.  But then again, 
starting I guess maybe in the mid 80’s, I guess people learned, rather than pay money 
for parochial school education, they decided to go into Ridgewood, after they learned 
how well the education. If you live in an urban area, it’s probably best that you send 
your kid to a parochial school.  I don’t have much use for public school education in 
New York City unless you go to the elite schools like Stuyvesant, or Brooklyn Tech, 
Bronx High School of Science, Stuyvesant High School.  Otherwise, you know, you’re 
doomed I think so parochial school education is important.  But I don’t think so much in 
Ridgewood, not with the public school education that they have. 
 
SARAH:  Did your kids go to the? 
   
BOB:  My kids did not go, no.  My kids, no, I opted to send them to you know public 
school.  
 
SARAH:  Well I guess if you could share a little bit about, I know you’re involved in the 
American Legions, how you got involved in that, [crosstalk] and what type of service you 
do? 
 
BOB:  Sure, well the American Legion is the largest Veteran’s group in the world.  We, 
of course, are situated in every, throughout the nation, in every state.  And in several 
countries around the world.  Our major goal, of course, is veterans helping veterans.  
I’m the commander of the American Legion post here in Ridgewood, I have been since 
19, no since 2006.  And I’m ready to give it up if anybody is out there and interested.  
Unlike other towns that have their own post, they have their own premises, they have 
their own buildings where they can generate funds by having, by having, fairs, you 
know, different events, and parking facilities, we don’t have that.  Ridgewood hasn’t 
given us, you know, we don’t have a place of our own.  Our charter in Ridgewood is 
from 1919.  And in almost a hundred years I guess, the American Legion post has 
never opted to purchase a piece of property in Ridgewood.  And that’s, and it, it doesn’t 
enable us to raise funds, because of the fact that we don’t, we don’t have a place of our 
own.  As a matter of fact, a lot of people in the community don’t even know that we 



exist. Because we don’t have a building of our own.  So it’s very important that I, as my 
role, as being the leader of this group, is to make sure we are promoted as many times 
as we can through the newspapers and other venues.  Our two, we have four main 
events every year that most people know about. Of course we have our Memorial Day 
service and our Veteran’s Day service.  May 30th of every year is Memorial Day, and 
then November 11th, I’m sorry May 30th of every year is not always Memorial Day, it’s 
the last Monday of, in May, whatever date that may be.  This year it’s May 30th.  And 
November 11th is Veteran’s Day and that never changes.  We have a Gold Star 
Mother’s Day event, which is the last Sunday of every September.  It’s been delegated 
that by an act of Congress.  And it, what it does is it honors Gold Star mothers 
throughout the community.  You know, it’s certainly an honor. Ridgewood is very lucky, 
because we have about 23 so called Blue Star mothers.  Blue Star mothers are 
mothers who have a family member in the military.  And they become Gold Star 
mothers, you know, God forbid, that member dies in battle.  So we commemorate that 
last Sunday in September towards the Gold Star mothers.  And we get a very good 
turnout. And I think it’s important that they’re recognized.  You know, I was in the 
military, I had three brothers in the military, I can remember the, the, the anxiety, the 
anxiety showed by my mother, knowing that her, her four boys one right after the other 
went into the military.  You’re always nervous every day when the mailman comes you 
know, and you hear about your next door neighbor who maybe was killed or whatever.  
So the angst, and the nervousness of these moms, Blue Star moms, you know, is quite 
high.  And of course Gold Star moms, those poor darlings, they don’t, they don’t get to 
see their children anymore.  So those are three main events that’s, that’s open to the 
public, that we share with the public.  And the other event is held the third Friday of 
October.  And it’s called a Blue Star Mother dinner, which is held at Mt. Carmel Parish.  
Again, we don’t have a post of our own, so we can’t hold a dinner, we don’t have the 
premises, however Mt. Carmel Parish is very, very considerate and lets us use their 
premises for the Blue Star mothers. And the Blue Star mothers love it, I mean they 
come once a year to this dinner and they’re honored by the Legionnaires and Veterans 
throughout the community.  We usually have the Village Council comes and we usually 
have a speaker who comes and talks about their experience being in the service or 
something that’s related to military affairs or matters.  And it enables the Blue Star 
mothers to connect, and to network, and to meet other Blue Star mothers in their 
community.  Soldiers’ families meet soldier families, Marine families meet, you know.  
And then. And then we also have of those 23 so called Blue Star mother families, we 
have probably 5 whose children are in the academies.  So this town should be very 
proud of itself, because it’s a small community, and yet I think 23 or 24 or 25 Blue Star 
families, I don’t know the exact number, I think it’s a large percentage for a small 
community to have these kids go into the military. I mean they graduate from 
Ridgewood High School, I mean they don’t need to go to the military, they could go to 
any college that they want to probably.  And I found that, I mean I know all these Blue 
Star families, I’ve met I think all their children who are in the military.  And they go in for 
various reasons.  I mean somebody will go in after 9/11 and they want to pay it back.  
Others are marginal students when they, when they finish Ridgewood High School, 
perhaps they’re not ready for college, so they’ll go into the military first.  And then they’ll 
use their GI benefits, their government benefits, to go onto college afterwards.  Some 



of then go onto the academies.  So they go in for various reasons.  But the thing that 
we have a volunteer services, I mean you have to give these kids a lot of kudos, 
because you know nobody, I mean you walk down a street in Ridgewood and you ask 
people you know if they support the American Legion, if they support Veterans, if they 
support the soldiers that are in the military now, they’ll tell you oh yes yes yes yes of 
course I do, of course I do.  But ask them if they’re willing to let their sons and 
daughters go in the military, and they’ll all say no.  Oh no no no, I’m not going do that.  
I mean if my next door neighbor’s child wants to go into the military, let them do it, that’s 
volunteers.  That’s why I don’t believe in volunteer military.  I believe, I believe in 
conscription, I think every young person, man or woman at the age of 18 should go in 
the military.  Or certainly do something as a service to their country.  Build houses in 
Peru or join the Peace Corp, but I think the experiences would be wonderful. Because 
of the volunteer military, too many families don’t give it a second thought, there’s no 
need for them to even think about it, because it doesn’t affect their families.  But if you 
had conscription there would be a unified allegiance to your country, because 
everybody is involved.  Every neighbor is talking to their neighbor saying how’s your 
daughter doing?  How’s your son doing?  You know, I think patriotism would be at a 
much higher level. And that’s why I’d rather have conscription I mean I don’t think I’ll 
ever see that again in my lifetime.  But anyway that’s how I feel about it. 
 
SARAH:  How did you get involved in the military? [crosstalk] Your own personal 
story? 
 
BOB:  Well I was drafted, I had no choice.  I was conscripted.  I was conscripted, I 
was 19 years old in New York City.  I never left the block.  I went to Boy Scout camp a 
couple years, you know, and I was in the Boy Scotts, but I really done nothing, been 
anywhere.  I had just finished high school and my Uncle Sam said come on Robert we 
need you so I went.  I was glad I did it, I mean it was I found it to be a wonderful 
experience for me.  I got to serve 16 months in Germany and I got to meet the people 
from all over the world.  I got to travel quite a bit throughout, throughout Germany, 
France, because of maneuvers, and different, different events that was taking place.  It 
was a peacetime Army so, you know, it’s not like I was involved in any combat or hostile 
environment.  However I did meet boys from the South that I’ve never met before.  I 
shed bunks with African-Americans, with Mexicans, and with many other people from 
other countries.  Because this was the early 50s, the Korean War had just ended so I 
was lucky and they sent me to Germany rather than Korea because Korea not, the truce 
had been signed and they just felt that the next threat would be the Russians taking 
over the Eastern, the Eastern European countries.   And they did they marched into 
Hungary, Romania and they took over Czechoslovakia and everything, so the Cold War 
was on.  The Iron Curtain had fallen and so we were sent over there.  And I have no 
regrets.  I mean and I liked it so much because outside of being a Boy Scout it was 
really the only other engagement that I was involved in that was of adult nature.  I saw 
a lot of devastation and destruction while I was in Europe.  Because the war was only 
over, you know, nine years or so when I got drafted.  So a lot of those villages were, 
you know, destroyed, a lot of the large cities in Germany were still not rebuilt and it 
gives you a different perspective, makes you think how lucky you are, you know.  So 



that's my military career.  And I, I, became a squad leader and I was sent to leadership 
training school.  I learned a lot about unity, fulfilling your obligation when you, when you 
were given a task.  Discipline, how to follow orders, how to get along with your, you 
know with your unit, the people, people that depend on you and you depend on them.   
So it was terrific, I, you know, I recommended it for everybody, I think everybody like I 
said earlier, if you had conscription that’s what you would have.  I mean you got too 
many young people walking the streets, that they feel entitled.  Let the other guy go, 
not me, you know.  And the question I always raise is you know why, why would the 
other guy go and not? Why not you, but that’s the world today, it’s different.   
 
SARAH:  And then you came back, and what kind of work were you involved in when 
you came back? 
 
BOB:  I came back, I was, I joined, I went civil service, Department of Sanitation in 
New York City and then retired as a supervisor.  I was in charge of a sector, what they 
called sectors in the Bronx.  I worked in a very seedy part of the Bronx, it was almost 
ghetto like.   High unemployment among the kids, one out of every family.  The men 
were never around they were either on drugs or jail or dead.  High incidence of AIDS in 
those days.  Teenage pregnancy, drugs, gangs, all those factors that make up a so 
called ghetto, that's where I worked.  And quite frankly I find it very exciting.  I used to 
meet a lot with, my sector was geographically it was quite large, I mean I don’t know if 
you know the Bronx but my North and South boundaries, let me see, was probably 
three miles, and my east/west boundaries were probably two miles, so I had a big 
sector.  And I was in charge of making sure that the trash picked up every day. 
Garbage collection was picked up on schedule.  I also had to enforce sanitary codes 
which meant the littering laws, enforce littering laws.   I was able to give parking tickets 
to cars even though I wasn’t a policeman.  My authority came under the ordinance of if 
a car was in the way of my keeping the streets clean then I had the authority to give a 
ticket.  If a car was parked and my machine, the so-called sweeper would come down, 
he’d have to go around the car, so at that time I could give the car a ticket.  And snow 
removal, I was in charge of snow removal.  Making sure I had the, I had the entrances 
and egresses for the George Washington Bridge.  I had part of the Cross Bronx 
Expressway.  I had the Major Deegan Expressway, North and South, I loved it.  I used 
to meet quite often with the community groups, church group, school administrators, 
because it seemed like the every time I emptied out a lot that was full of debris and 
garbage, discarded cars, you know, I’d have to come back three days later and do it all 
over again, I mean it was terrible.  It got to be, got to be a big improvement when Rudy 
Giuliani became Mayor.  Then there was a lot of changes made. 
 
SARAH:  Did you commute? [crosstalk] Oh you drove in, ok from Ridgewood? 
 
BOB:  Oh I drove in, I commuted.  I was only on the other side of George Washington 
Bridge.   You know, right off Jerome Avenue, where the Bronx starts. I was right there.  
And my hours were ideal for commuting because I started from the months of April 
through October, no April through Labor Day, September my hours were 6 AM in the 
morning to 2 PM in the afternoon.  It was perfect for commuting.  I was at Graydon 



Pool, you know, at three o’clock every afternoon.  My wife was there with all her 
girlfriends and their children and they must have said, doesn’t this guy ever go to work? 
And then in the wintertime it was 7 AM to 3 PM. So I loved those hours.  Yeah I used to 
drive in, it was, it was alright, it wasn’t a problem for me.    
 
SARAH:  I guess, we can conclude with, if there’s somebody, a Ridgewood resident 
that you've greatly admired and why? 
 
BOB:  Oh boy, hmm.  You know there’s so many people and doing things, and doing 
good stuff, in Ridgewood, doing good things volunteering, getting involved, to cite one 
person is hard for me.    
 
SARAH:  Well if you want to just share a story of something either with the American 
Legion's or your family growing up in Ridgewood maybe a story with someone that, 
instead of trying to pick somebody that you greatly admire. 
 
BOB:  Well, you know, as far as the American Legion goes, there’s, there’s a woman 
in town her name is Maria Bambace.  Her husband used to be the Fire Chief in 
Ridgewood, and he later became a school board, I don’t know what their called, 
administrator, or school board supervisor.  He was on the school board, so he, he the 
Bambace family has done a lot to be involved in Ridgewood.  Their son Matt Bambace, 
actually his two sons Matt and Timothy are both Ridgewood firemen. They were both in 
the military.  Matt was a Marine, did two tours in Iraq and Timothy is a soldier who just 
got back from Beauraing.  But the reason I point out Maria, is because she was the 
very first Blue Star family that I signed up, that joined the so called Blue Star 
organization.  And because of her efforts, she started the Gold Star Mother's Day 
event.  She initiated that whole thing, and I think that’s wonderful.  I have a 
Legionnaire his name is Chris Stout.  Chris Stout is involved in a lot of things.  He’s 
right now president of the AM Rotary Club.  He’s a historian, a Ridgewood historian, 
he’s written a book it's called, “I Was, I Was 23 When I Died”.  It’s here in the library I 
know it’s in the library.  It's about, the book is is tells the story of the 113 people that are 
inscribed on the Veteran’s monument in Van Nest Square.   All those names that we 
read every Memorial Day, of the people that lost their lives in the wars, he’s profiled 
each one of those in his book.  And he’s been, he’s done some talks here at the 
Ridgewood Library, and at Rotary Club, and throughout other venues as well.   So I 
think he is, he’s wonderful person who gets involved and you don't hear much about 
him.  I mean, there’s so many, I think there’s Ellie Gruber is another, another lady I 
know for many years who gets involved in a lot of Ridgewood things that are going on.  
I mean, I think she makes herself known at the Board of the, the hearings that they have 
the public hearings at the library.  And I think she is part of the beautification committee 
in Ridgewood that keeps all the plants and stuff going on.  And I mean, I think that's 
wonderful for her to do.  There’s probably half a dozen other people but I can’t think of 
them right now, I’m sorry. 
 
SARAH:  No no, that was great.  And do you have any other fond memories you want 
to share before we end the interview, whether about Ridgewood or your time in the 



military, or your family growing up here. 
 
BOB:  Well of course I, I grew up in New York City.  You know, when you grow up in 
New York City it's it's it's a different environment then growing up in the suburbs.  I 
mean my children grew up in the suburbs, and their growth is limited to within the 
confines of suburbia.  And in suburbia you need a car.  You can go to the local high 
school and your best girlfriend could live on the Westside.  Which means you need a 
car to get there, if you’re living on the Eastside.  If you want to go to the movies you 
have to have a car, you have to go on a highway.  If you want to go to a certain store 
for a particular item, you have to get on the highway, take the car.  So you’re kind of, 
your life is narrowed quite a bit.  It's much safer living in the suburbs because like I said 
when I was growing up in the, in the Bronx. When I moved to the Bronx and started 
having children the neighborhood was getting bad so the environment was very very 
poor for raising a family.  But when I was a child in the 50s, World War II had just 
ended I mean we were the greatest country in the world, we had everything going for 
us.  And when you grow up in New York City, I lived in an apartment building that was 
five stories high, four apartments on each floor, that’s 20 units with probably 2 to 3 
children each apartment so that 60 kids just in your 1 building.  And if you didn’t like 
those kids you just walked around the corner and there was another apartment building 
with another 60 kids.  So your, your pool of friends were so widespread that it was 
great.  And I grew up after World War II at a time when there was large influx of 
immigrants coming to our country.  You know they were fleeing Europe, the Germans 
and the French and the, you know the Austrians and all those people whose homes 
were destroyed.  Anybody who survived that time all immigrated to the United States.  
So we started to meet, you know, they started to go to our schools and everything and 
we started to meet different peoples, you know, different languages, different ethnic 
groups.  You don't get that in the suburbs, you know.  And you didn’t, you didn’t need 
a car.  When you live in the City you walk everywhere.  There’s a movie about 3 
blocks away, the stores are 4 blocks away, the subways are always available you know, 
the bus, the bus system.  I mean I could be on a train at 10 o’clock at night, as a 15 
year old teenager without fear of anything.  But those were different times the country 
was more unified, more together, everybody looked out for each other, you know.  It’s a 
lot different today, you have to be suspicious of everybody.  Not so much in the 
suburbs but in the City you do.  So I think, I think my kids missed out on a lot of things 
by not growing up in the City.  And at the time when you lived in the, when I lived in the 
City, you could live in any part of the City, in any borough, the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, 
Staten Island.  And they were all good neighborhoods, they were all good 
neighborhoods.  Today you have to be very selective when you live in the City and it’s 
very expensive as well, so it’s much much different today.  Let me see, my experience 
as a soldier, I remember, I remember I was just in the military maybe 6 months and our 
unit was to go to Colmar France.  A small little town in Southern France, to 
commemorate the 10th anniversary of Audie Murphy’s feat as a soldier. Audie Murphy 
was the most decorate soldier during WWII and the recipient of the Medal of Honor.  
And his exploits took place in the region of Colmar France.  So the 10 years after his 
exploits in 1944, we went back in 1954 and commemorated that event.  I was, I was 
privileged I mean it was terrific, I mean the whole town turned out, all the French 



officials were there, you know, bands, flags, all the army guys marching up and down, 
you know, the people greeting us, welcoming us into their homes, you know.  So I 
thought that was pretty neat.  The rest of the time as a soldier I just spent a lot of time 
training. And waiting for the day, in the middle of the night, when the bells would go off, 
meaning that the Russians had crossed the border, we were all, you know, delegated 
places to go you know you’d grab your weapon and jump on a truck. We did that 
several times throughout the year, but of course it was all, you know, maneuvers.  Of 
course at the time you don’t know, you know.  So it’s important if you go into the 
military that you pay attention because it’s you know, when the real thing happens you 
want to be prepared.  Let me see, I think, as a child, I had a wonderful childhood.  I 
have an identical twin brother, my brother Albert.  So as two kids growing up in the 
City, we had a great deal of fun because nobody could ever tell us apart, so we could 
pull a lot of pranks, you know I’d blame it on him, and he’d blame it on me.  I can 
remember, I was born in 1934 and at that time when you were an identical twin, it was 
somewhat of a, not somewhat, but it was a big, a big deal because it just wasn’t, people 
didn’t have multiple births, or it was rare, not like today.  Today everybody has twins 
and multiple births, either because of you know artificial means or whatever, but in 
those days a natural birth, natural multiple birth wasn’t all that regular.  So the word got 
around in the neighborhood “Oh did you hear about Mrs. Paoli, she had twins, twins 
really?  I’ve heard of twins, but, yeah really?  Well I got to go stop by and see what 
they look like”.  So for the first five years of my life, I mean people were knocking on my 
mother's door “Hello Mrs. Paoli, I’m Mrs. Murphy I live around the corner, I heard you 
had twins.  How ya feeling? Nice, can I come in and look at the kids, at the twins.”  
You know.  So in the beginning my mother would say yeah sure come in, most of the 
time we were sleeping.  After awhile my mother said no.  First of all you didn’t know 
who was knocking on your door.  And after awhile it got to be like a freak show.  I 
mean my mother had the good, good wits of not dressing us up identical, you know.  
Dressing us up, you know.  My brother and I went to different schools, I went to an 
all-boys school in the Bronx and he stayed in the neighborhood and went to the local 
high school which was co-ed.  So he had his own set of friends and I had my own set, 
most of my friends came from the Bronx, and his came, you know, he stayed in the 
neighborhood.  I didn’t know a lot of his friends from school, because I didn’t go to that 
school.  But naturally when I walked the streets, and it was a long walk in the streets, 
people would say hey, hi Albert I’ll see you in school tomorrow, did you do your 
homework, did you do this, did you do that you know stuff like that, so that got to be 
pretty funny.  And after we got to be teenagers, 15, 16, 17 years old and we started 
thinking about girls and dating, and everything that really got to be fun.  Because he’d 
make a date with Mary and I would show up, and Mary didn’t know who the hell I was.  
It was terrific.  [laughter]  So that was that. 
 
SARAH:  Well thank you so much. 
 
BOB:  Oh sure you’re welcome. 
 
SARAH:  For coming in today, and for sharing your story.  You had a very interesting 
life. 



 
BOB:  Absolutely, my pleasure.  Yeah thank you, oh you’re welcome. 
 


