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Bowlaway 
by Elizabeth McCracken  ROBERTA’S PICK  
(Fiction MCCRACKEN) 

It begins with the discovery of a female body at a  
local cemetery in an early 1900s New England town 
and spans about three generations of an  
unconventional family who own and operate a  
candlepin bowling alley.  

Eternity Girl 
by Magdalene Visaggio  ELIAS’ PICK   
(Graphic Novel VISAGGIO) 

From writer Magdalene Visaggio and artist Sonny 
Liew comes the all-new series Eternity Girl.   Caroline 
Sharp has been a lot of things, including both a  
superhero and a super-spy. But when Caroline finds 
herself unfulfilled and depressed, she is given a 
choice to end her eternal life. 

Know My Name: a memoir 
By Chanel Miller  THERESA C.’S PICK  
(Biography MILLER) 

Know My Name will forever transform the way we 
think about sexual assault.  It also introduces  
readers to an extraordinary writer, one whose words 
have already changed our world. Entwining pain, 
resilience, and humor, this memoir will stand as a 
modern classic  

Poison Study 
by Maria V. Snyder   ROSA’S PICK  
(Fiction SNYDER)  

Convicted of murdering a general's son, Yelena  
faces death by hanging until she is offered a  
reprieve by Valek, the commander of Ixia's chief of 
security. He will spare her life if she will become his 
poison taster. The first in a series, this will keep 
readers dreaming long after they've read it.  

The Last Queen 
by C.W.Gortner  CARA’S PICK 
(Fiction GORTNER)  

Growing up in Spain, Juana of Castile was never 
expected to become queen.  But when Juana's  
family died out, she was left as the last living heir to 
the Spanish throne. Her husband was greedy for 
power, their marriage deteriorated, and so allegedly 
did Juana's grip on reality.  This historical novel is 
well researched and passionately written.  

Night Boat to Tangier 
by Kevin Barry  LORRI’S PICK  
(Fiction BARRY) 

In the dark ferry terminal in a sketchy Spanish port, 
two aging, drug-smuggling partners sit, expecting 
Maurice’s estranged daughter.  This nocturnal vigil 
initiates a journey back in time full of violence,  
romance, and betrayals in Barry’s striking new  
novel. 

Olive Again 
by Elizabeth Strout  VICTORIA’S PICK  
(Fiction STROUT) 

Here is Olive, strangely content in her second  
marriage, still in an evolving relationship with her 
son and his family, encountering a cast of  
memorable characters in the seaside town of  
Crosby, Maine.  The irascible Olive improbably 
touches the lives of others.   

 

The New Me 
by Halle Butler  CARA’S PICK  
(Fiction BUTLER) 

30-year-old Millie's life is deeply stagnant. Besides 
her temp position, she has one awful friend named 
Sarah, little to no social life, and a deep  
dependency on the crime show Forensic Files, 
which she watches nightly.  Butler’s darkly hilarious 
novel vividly captures contemporary American life 
and will keep readers addicted to the end.   

Young Jane Young 
by Gabrielle Zevin  CARA’S PICK  
(Fiction ZEVIN) 

Aviva Grossman, an ambitious Congressional intern 
in Florida makes the life-changing mistake of having 
an affair with her boss who is beloved, admired, 
successful, very married, and blogging about it. 
When the affair comes to light, the Congressman 
doesn't take the fall, but Aviva does,  

Disappearing Earth 
by Julia Phillips  LARISSA’S PICK  
(Fiction PHILLIPS)  

In the opening chapter of Phillips's exceptional and 
suspenseful debut, two sisters-Sofia, 8, and Alyona, 
11-vanish from a beach on the Kamchatka  
Peninsula in northeastern Russia, and their  
disappearance sends ripples throughout the  
close-knit community.  

The Silent Patient 
by Alex Michaelides  CARA’S PICK  
(Fiction MICHAELIDES) 

Theo Faber is a criminal psychotherapist who has  
waited a long time for the opportunity to work with  
Alicia. His determination to get her to talk and  
unravel the mystery of why she shot her husband 
takes him down a twisting path in the search 
for the truth.  

Inheritance: a memoir of genealogy,   
paternity and love 
By Dani Shapiro  JIN’S PICK  
(Biography SHAPIRO) 

In this fascinating memoir, Shapiro writes of how 
she questioned her identity when a DNA test    
revealed that she was not, as she believed she was, 
100% Jewish. Shapiro grew up in an Orthodox  
family in suburban New Jersey; blonde-haired and 
blue-eyed, she often felt out of place in a family of 
dark-haired Ashkenazi Jews. 

More book suggestions can be found at 
RidgewoodLibrary.org 
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A Well-Behaved Woman: a novel of the  
Vanderbilts 
by Therese Fowler  VICTORIA H.’S PICK  
(Fiction FOWLER) 

Alva Smith, her southern family destitute after the 
Civil War, married into one of America's great Gilded 
Age dynasties: the newly wealthy but socially 
shunned Vanderbilts. Alva defied convention for  
women of her time, asserting power within her  
marriage and becoming a leader in the women's  
suffrage movement. 

The Saturday Night Ghost Club: a novel 
by Craig Davidson  ASHLEY’S PICK  
(Fiction DAVIDSON) 

A short, irresistible, and bittersweet coming-of-age 
story in the vein of Stranger Things and Stand by 
Me about a group of misfit kids who spend an  
unforgettable summer investigating local 
ghost stories and urban legends.   

Where the Light Enters 
by Sara Donati  SARAH’S PICK  
(Fiction DONATI) 

Donati's saga of a New York family in the 1880s, 
with its exquisitely realized characters, will inspire 
repeated readings. Taking up the story begun in 
The Gilded Hour (2015), Donati extends the  
experiences of the Savard cousins, Anna and  
Sophie, both physicians, and the diverse individuals 
who become their family, ratcheting up the  
suspense. 

The Night Witches 
by Garth Ennis LARISSA’S PICK  
(Graphic Fiction ENNIS) 

As the German Army smashes deep into Soviet 
Russia and the defenders of the Motherland retreat 
in disarray, a new squadron arrives at a Russian 
airbase. Like all night bomber units, they will risk 
fiery death flying obsolete biplanes against the  
invader--but unlike the rest, these pilots and  
navigators are women.  

Dreyer’s English: an utterly correct guide to  
clarity and style 
by Benjamin Dreyer JIN’S PICK 
(Non-Fiction 808.02 DRE) 

Dreyer, copy chief at Random House, presents a 
splendid book that is part manual, part memoir, and 
chockfull of suggestions for tightening and clarifying 
prose. Dreyer's most effective material comprises 
his recollections of working with authors, including 
Richard Russo. 

The Strange Case of the Alchemist’s  
Daughter 
by Theodora Goss ROSA’S PICK  
(Fiction GOSS)  

Five young women in Victorian London solve a   
serial-murder case, uncover a secret scientific  
society, and form a new family in Goss' charming 
genre hybrid. The novel twist? They are daughters of 
classic literature's mad scientists as well as products 
of their unorthodox experiments.` 

The Hunting Party: a novel 
by   Lucy Foley   LORRI’S PICK  
(Fiction FOLEY) 

A group of thirty-something Oxford friends celebrate 
New Year's Eve in the Scottish Highlands as a  
historic blizzard hits, trapping and isolating them, only 
to discover one of them is a murderer.  

What the Wind Knows 
by Amy Harmon  LISA’S PICK  
(Fiction HARMON) 

Anne Gallagher grew up enchanted by her  
grandfather's stories of Ireland. Heartbroken at his 
death, she travels to his childhood home to spread 
his ashes. There, overcome with memories of the 
man she adored and consumed by a history she 
never knew, she is pulled into another time.  

The Funeral Dress 
by Susan Gregg Gilmore  LISA’S PICK 
(Fiction GILMORE) 

A young woman in Appalachia battles poverty, dis-
crimination and her own insecurity in this moving 
and memorable third novel from Gilmore.  When  
16-year-old Emmalee Bullard lands a job as a collar 
maker in a textile mill in 1974, she finally finds the 
camaraderie she has longed for.  

Ask Again Yes 
by Mary Beth Keane  JIN’S PICK  
(Fiction KEANE) 

In her thoughtful, compassionate latest, Keane  
traces two families' shared history over the course 
of four decades. When Brian Stanhope and Francis 
Gleeson meet in 1973, they forge the kind of quick, 
close-knit friendship that can arise from shared trials
-in their case, the pressures of being rookie cops in 
a tough Bronx precinct.  

ALL This Could Be Yours 
by Jamie Attenberg  LORRI’S PICK  
(Fiction ATTENBERG) 

Mostly set on a single, stifling August day in New 
Orleans, following the heart attack of 73-year-old  
Victor Tuchman, Attenberg writes of the  
considerable, lasting damage a toxic man can inflict 
on his family and how they cope. 

Good Talk: a memoir in conversations  
by Mira Jacob  LARISSA’S PICK  
(Graphic Fiction JACOB) 

Snippets of dialogue between Jacob and her family 
and friends form the basis of this breezy but  
poignant graphic memoir that takes on racism, love, 
and the election of President Trump.  Jacob  
effectively conveys how the 2016 election impacted 
LGBTQ folks and people of color. 

Seven Days of Us: a novel 
by Francesca Hornak  ROBERTA’S PICK  
(Fiction HORNAK) 

Hornak's smart, delightfully funny, page-turning de-
but is about the posh, dysfunctional Birch Family in 
quarantine over the Christmas holiday at their  
country home in Norfolk, England, since doctor  
Olivia has returned from treating an epidemic. 

Ordinary Grace 
by   William Kent Krueger  PAT’S PICK  
(Fiction KRUEGER) 

Narrating the story 40 years after the events  
unfold, Frank recalls the five deaths that occurred 
that summer that scarred many, especially his 
family. A touching coming-of-age story with a hint 
of mystery. 

American Predator 
by Maureen Callahan  BRITTIN’S PICK  
(Biography KEYES) 

NY Post journalist Callahan offers a riveting, account 
of a highly intelligent serial killer who skillfully evaded 
capture for years.  Israel Keyes, who planned an  
unspecified, horrific terrorist act, was arrested in 
2012 in Texas.  Gripping and superbly researched. 


