HERITAGE CATALOG
Provides access to Photographs, Postcards, Manuscripts, Objects, and Books.
Items in the Heritage CATalog are of local or genealogical interest (primarily Ridgewood
and Bergen County). Please review Search Hints below.
Most books in our collections can be accessed through the BCCLS catalog.
All images are available for personal and educational use only. Please respect all
copyright protections. To request permission for publication, please contact the
Heritage Center.

SEARCH TIPS
KEYWORD SEARCH
1. Try Keyword Search first. It is usually sufficient to find what you want.
2. Be specific and start with one or two words. Add more if you get too many search
results.
3. The search engine is very literal--you'll need to try all forms of a word--e.g. tree and
trees
4. If you select "Only records with images" the results are larger thumbnails with no text.
To come back to the Search Hints, click the link at the bottom of the Search screens.
See below for Search Terms used for postcards and photographs.
BROWSING
1. Use the Random Images button.
2. Use postcard in keyword to see all postcard images. Use photographic print in
keyword to see all the photographs.
ADVANCED TIPS for ALL SEARCHES
1. * may be used at the end of words as a wild card (road* will return road and roads
and roadster)
2. OR may be used between words to look for either word in the record
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ADVANCED SEARCH
1. Advanced Search can be useful to identifying specific items or narrowing results.
2. Refine your Search using the sidebar on the left.
3. Refine your terms, use the Back button in your browser.
4. For a new search, click new search, and delete the old keywords from the search
form.
ADVANCED SEARCH FIELDS
Keyword: Use to find a word in any field.
Title: Words only appear in the title. Most useful for the “Library” catalog
Creator: Author, photographer, publisher of postcards, for example
Description: Searches all of the descriptive text and the list of people associated with an
item. Searching on names is especially useful for maps and books. (Records for family
genealogies include the most common names from the indexes and portraits in the
county histories are indexed.)
Subject: This can be a subject heading (as in a library catalog) or a search term from
our “Classification List”. Click here for a list of the Classifications used.
Object Name: This field indexes the type of item: book, postcard, plaque, photographic
print [use these words], newspaper clipping, or other descriptive word
Collection: Reserved for future use
Catalog Number: For quickly finding a specific item when you have the 10-digit number
(as in 2000.000.000). Periods must appear as written in the number.
Date Range: It is very tempting to use date range. However, many records have no date
or date range assigned. Results using date range lack items that otherwise might match
your search criteria.
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Heritage CATalog:

Useful Search Terms for Photos & Postcards

Activism
Advertising ephemera
Aerial
Air Transportation
Arts
Award
Bergen County, NJ
Bird's Eye View
Bridge
Building
Business
Cemeteries
Church
Class Pictures
Construction
Dam
Disasters
Environmental Issues
Event
Fire Fighting Equipment
Firehouse
George L. Pease Memorial Library
Graduation
Greetings
Horse and Buggy
Interior
Landscape
Map
Military
Mill
Monument
Museum
Oral History
pageants
Parades
Park
People
Place of Worship
Police
Politics
Portrait
Post Office
Rail Road
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Railroad
Railroad Station
Railroad Station, 1879
Railroad Station, 1916
Religious Ceremony
Residence
Ridgewood Public Library, 125 North
Maple Avenue
Roadway
School
Snow
Sports Team
Streetscape
Train
Trolley
Vehicle
Waterway

