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SARAH:  Hello, my name is Sarah Kiefer and today is April 19, 2016, and I'm speaking 
with Anna Spalckhaver, who is a Ridgewood resident and we're recording this interview 
in the Boulder Heritage Center of the Ridgewood Public Library.  Thank you so much, 
Anna, for coming today and speaking with us.  And to get started, how did you come to 
live in Ridgewood and when? 
 
ANNA:  Okay, I had grown up in Paterson, and after I married-- my husband came 
from the city, he lived in Jackson Heights in Queens--we decided that we would stay in 
New Jersey, and as a youngster I always loved Ridgewood, and I was very anxious to 
move here and so we did in 1963 and have been here ever since in the same house.  
 
SARAH:  Can you share some of your fondest memories of living in Ridgewood? 
 
ANNA:  We have four daughters, and we raised our four daughters here.  When we 
moved here we had two daughters, and then God blessed us with two more, so our four 
daughters were raised here in Ridgewood, having come through the school system right 
from kindergarten, which was unusual.  So they started Willard, went down to GW and 
then to the high school.  And we were very, very pleased with the education system.   
It was one of the reasons why we came to Ridgewood.  And then eventually in about 
1977, I began teaching in Ridgewood and I taught here for 30 years. So it was a 
wonderful experience. 
 
SARAH:   Along those lines, can you describe some of your experiences as being a 
teacher in the Ridgewood school system? 
 
ANNA:  Okay, I started at Willard, and when I arrived at Willard, I taught sixth grade. 
And the teacher who had taught sixth grade, a wonderful gentleman by the name of 
Gene Richie, wanted the experience of the fifth grade.  So he left sixth grade and went 
down to fifth grade.  And when he was at Willard, he was running a plant club and the 
children—he had a very select group of youngsters, and they would come once a week, 



and they would do some plant activities with him.  So I taught sixth grade that year and 
it was a great year, worked out very.  When it came time for the next year, towards the 
end of what would've been sixth grade camp, Mr. Ritchie died.  So therefore there was 
a spot open in fifth grade. So I moved down to fifth grade and stayed there for a year, 
and then, as a result of his death, they moved me back to sixth, and I took over the 
plant club, and then I ran it for 10 years.  And it was great, only this time, I didn't have a 
select group.  I opened it up to every sixth grader.  I had like 125 youngsters, and we 
would get together every lunch period, and we would do something with plants, and as 
a treat, I always made popcorn for them and they seemed to think that was the greatest 
gift.  And we would run the plant sale, and we would make about $5000.  It was very, 
very popular.  We were able to buy a lot of great things for the school, and I ran it until I 
left to go down to GW. 
 
SARAH:  And how long were you at GW?  
 
ANNA:  At GW, about 20 years.  I went there when the system changed in 
Ridgewood. We had K-6, then a junior high, and then a three-year high school.  And 
since some of my training was secondary, I never thought that was a good set up 
because the youngsters in ninth grade, in the junior high, never saw themselves as high 
school youngsters.  And that wasn't good when you're thinking in terms of a college 
transcript.  So Ridgewood decides that they're going to change.  Population had 
shifted in town, seemed like a good thing to do. We closed one of the schools, and we 
made GW into a middle school.  But as a result of “No Child Left Behind,” you needed 
to have someone in the department whose discipline was the field that they were 
teaching.  So I was an English major, so, therefore, it was natural that I would take over 
in the sixth grade.  And left the plant club behind and came to GW.  I got sent to 
Canada to look to see how they had made the transition, and we incorporated a lot of 
their ideas in how we set up the middle school. And I think it was very successful. 
 
SARAH: How long were you in Canada? 
 
ANNA:  We were just there, like, for five days, and we visited their schools.  The most 
interesting experience was to visit a French immersion school where the children did 
everything in French.  And it was interesting--they weren’t only the children of 
French-speaking parents, but they were the children of all Canadians, because 
apparently the situation was that, in order to get a good job, you needed to know 
French.  And so, therefore, the French immersion school--that was just a side, we just 
kind of went there to see how does this work.  But their ideas, we brought back.  We 
brought back to Ridgewood the idea that in both GW and BF, we would have two 
houses within each school.  So at GW, you had Godwin and Monroe--two different 
houses.  The children, once they were assigned to a house, stayed in that house for 
three years.  And the four basic instructors stayed--they had a different four set of 
instructors every year, and the same thing was true for Godwin house.  So I started out 
in Godwin, and then they thought, well let's bring some of that over to Monroe, so then I 
went to Monroe.  Stayed at Monroe for my whole tenure.    Was interesting. 
 



SARAH:  So you saw how the school system changed over the years. How, in other 
ways, did you see Ridgewood itself change over the years?  
 
ANNA:  Well, I think the biggest change is what's happening now, and some of the 
very poor planning that is going into it.  To think of putting 200 apartments in 
Ridgewood, and to say that we’re only going to get 63 children at that school, is a very, 
very poor assessment. You just have to drive down Oak Street, about 10 of 8 any 
morning, and see the children lined up out of those apartments, getting on the school 
bus to go to Ridge.  So, therefore, I think Ridgewood is, I say right now that Ridgewood 
is at a crossroads. It is almost at a crisis time-- that we really need to pay attention very 
closely to what we're doing and how we’re doing it.  And I've become involved in it only 
cause, I look at it as giveback time.  I was on the receiving end for 30 years--now it's 
time to somehow be involved to preserve what makes Ridgewood special. And that's 
the biggest change that I see happening. There is a fear, and it's a very justifiable one, 
that Ridgewood will become a park-and-ride at the railroad station, and that's the reason 
for the big garage, in order not to accommodate the Ridgewood students, but to 
accommodate the commuters that will be coming from all the communities around. 
That's a little bit dangerous, I think.  And, of course, right now I think what we are trying 
to do is to make it smaller, so that it fits within the landscape of what is there. So there 
are big changes coming.  Unfortunately, they are being driven by developers who see 
this as an opportunity to make a lot of money, and so, therefore, I think we need to think 
twice about this election-- to be careful who we-- listen to their programs, listen to all six 
of their programs, and to see how, and who, is going to be the best for Ridgewood.   
I mean, when they tell me that they want to do 35 apartments for an acre when 
Hackensack is only 25, so we will be even more dense than Hackensack.  And then to 
say, that for every five apartments, you’re going to have one and a fourth child?  One 
and a fourth child.  I don't think that’s realistic.  And to say that will help out parking— 
no, they're not gonna have cars because they’ll be commuting into the city, and they 
won't have cars.  They probably will have two cars for apartments, so that area is going 
to be extremely congested.  You have to, I think you have to be realistic.  We need to 
develop that land, and I think what we need to do is look at what's been done in the past 
so you say 25 units, and that's a lot, too, for an acre.  So we have big decisions, big 
decisions to make and hopefully it'll be in the hands of the right people.   
 
SARAH:  We just spoke a little bit about being involved.  Can you describe some of 
the community organizations or activities that you’re involved in?  
 
ANNA:  When we first moved to Ridgewood, it was interesting-- we were having a big 
problem with the garbage. We had, it was outsourced, so we had a company named—I 
don’t want to mention the name-- but, anyway, they were not picking up the garbage. 
And so, therefore, we had to literally take all of our garbage down, but we still had to 
pay them the monthly fee, and I said, that’s not fair.  So I would go to the meetings-- at 
that time I was nine months pregnant with our fourth child-- and I would say, this is not 
right.  I'm not paying if you're not picking up my garbage, and I have to drag it all the 
way down to the shade tree area, I'm not paying for it. So, therefore, we sent, they 
formed a committee.  They said, since you have so much to say, we’re going to put you 



on the committee. Okay, so I was on the committee, and we drew up a survey which 
would be sent out to every Ridgewood resident, and we developed the plan that you 
have now.  So we went to a Village-run system, and that's what we have now.  So that 
was my first entry into Ridgewood politics.  Then I got involved with, years later, with 
the Graydon situation, wanted to change Graydon into a very small concrete pool—no, 
no, no, that’s not a good idea.  So we were involved with that.  And right now, I mean 
now that I'm retired, I have become involved in this election.  But I do volunteer work. 
I'm a trustee at the Hermitage.  I have a love of history, and so I do that.  I am also a 
trustee at the Schoolhouse Museum.  And I'm also a trustee for the Ridgewood 
Education Foundation, and I also do the programming for Kasschau Shell.  We put the 
summer programs, so all the things that you hear on Tuesday and Thursday nights, we 
have put together and it's been fun.  It's been great to stay in town, to have, to have a 
footprint here, and to constantly run into all my many former students who still talk to me 
so that's good.   
 
SARAH:  That is good.  Well, you talked about your career as a teacher-- were there 
any other lines of work that you were involved in? 
 
ANNA:  I primarily did teaching.  I got my Bachelors at Montclair, and I picked up two 
Masters from William Paterson. For a while I headed the English department at GW, but 
primarily, I concentrated on teaching.  And now that I’ve retired, one of things I do is, I 
help youngsters with their college essays, and I don't charge.  I just do it for the fun of 
it, being a frustrated English teacher.  So I look over their papers and tell them to make 
sure that they are answering the prompt.  I don't write it for them, I would just say, ‘On 
this line you have an error.  Can you find it? Can you write this a little bit better?  Can 
we change it, can we tweak it a little bit better?” So that's pretty much what I do now. 
Also I’m very active at my church at Mt. Carmel.  I'm a Eucharistic minister and a lector 
there as well, so it keeps me busy.  It keeps me out of trouble.  
 
SARAH:  You said your family grew up here—are they still in the area? 
 
ANNA:   No, we have two daughters living in this area.  I have one daughter here in 
Ridgewood, have one daughter in Ramsey, have one in Atlanta and one in Tampa.  So 
we get to travel to see them.  I wish they were closer but the times are different, times 
are different.  
 
SARAH:  And I guess, lastly, looking ahead, you talked a little bit about what you're 
doing now, but do you have any plans on how to continue to enjoy your retirement? 
 
ANNA:  Well, I like all the things I'm doing.  I’d like, of course, being an English major, 
I love to read.  I belong to two book groups.   I belong to College Club, and we have a 
book group there.  And I also walk with a group of women every Wednesday, and we 
have a book group with them.  And so, that kind of fills in some of the time.  I also do a 
lot of exercise, work over the senior center, and keeps me out of trouble.  
 
SARAH:  Okay, well, thank you so much, appreciate you taking the time to talk.  Is 



there anything else you wanted to share? 
 
ANNA:   Well, I think there's a certain charm and character to Ridgewood, and my 
hope for the future is that we somehow move to the future but don't totally lose what we 
have.   


