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Clubhouse 
Ridgewood Club District 
Knollwood Section, 1929 

Ridgewood Country Club 
1912-1929 

Tee Green 

Swimming Pool 

Ridgewood Country Club, 
1912-1929 
Ridgewood Club District 
Glenwood Section, 1939 
(approximate borders) 

Layout of Tees and Greens 
Ridgewood Country Club 

From 1912-1929, the Ridgewood Coun-
try Club occupied the property out-
lined in red.  It was then developed in 
two sections over several decades as 
the Ridgewood Club District—
Knollwood  and Glenwood Sections (in 
Ridgewood and Glen Rock respective-
ly). 
 
Manor Ridge was also developed over 
a long period of time from the building 
of the Pearsall mansion around 1900 
into the 1940’s and 1950’s. 

Manor Ridge at Ridgewood 
1927, 1939 

Village of Ridgewood 
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Finding the clubhouse to lack space and 
the course design to be inadequate, and 
having located suitable property in  
Paramus, the club voted to sell the 
Ridgewood property in 1927, retaining 
possession until March 1, 1929.  The 
land was sold to the Ridgewood & Glen 
Rock Realty Company for $447,000.    
The Paramus course opened in 1929, 
thus ending the era of golf in  
Ridgewood proper.  Development of the 
area was slow because of the Depres-

sion and World War II.    By 1940 there were 30  
buildings in the Ridgewood portion of the old Country Club.  Today there are around 120 
homes.  The Glen Rock portion of the property is also residential development.  The Village of 
Ridgewood owns the western portion of the property along the railroad.   

The Ridgewood Country Club, Lincoln Avenue Course 

1912-1929 

The Ridgewood Country Club was founded in 1890 as the Hohokus Golf Club and then 
moved to Maple Avenue in 1901 and was renamed the Ridgewood Golf Club.  They, in turn, 
became the Ridgewood Country Club and opened a new course on Lincoln Avenue on  
October 5, 1912.  The permanent 3-storey clubhouse opened in November of 1913 and  
included a restaurant, dancing pavilion, 10 bedrooms, a grill room, billiard table, 2 bowling  
alleys, and a cigar stand.  Members not only enjoyed golf, but also tennis, ice hockey,  
archery, trap shooting, curling, ice skating, skiing, and tobogganing.   This clubhouse burned 

on February 28, 1919 and a new building, built at a cost 
of $31,000, opened October 11, 1921.   The course was 
laid out with the first hole starting near present-day  
Knollwood and Greenway Roads, bounded on the north 
by Manor Road, the east by Concord Avenue in Glen 
Rock (parallel to Doremus), and on the south by Rock 
Road.  Holes 1 and 10-18 were west of Lincoln  
Avenue, holes 2-9 being 
south of Lincoln in Glen 
Rock.  The property itself 
extended on the west to 

the New York, Susquehanna, and Western Railroad.  Two 
streams (Wagaraw Brook on the west and Diamond Brook on 
the east) were dammed for water hazards and winter sports.   

Temporary Clubhouse, Lincoln Avenue 

1921 Clubhouse, Lincoln Avenue 
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In 1927, the Manor Ridge Land Company 
platted the property shown to the left under 
the name of “Manor Ridge at Ridgewood”.  
The Depression intervened and the  
subdivision was re-platted in 1939.  Homes 
were slowly being built.  By 1943, 40% of the 
lots had houses.  The long period of time 
over which this subdivision was built has  
resulted in a large number of styles,  
reflecting this long time span and the varying  
economic conditions.  The name “Manor 
Ridge” was used up into the 1960’s in real 
estate ads, but today that designation has 
been largely forgotten. 

2 homes in Manor Ridge appear on the 1986 
Bergen County Historic Sites Survey:   

263 Manor Road 
French eclectic style 

401 Mountain Ave. 
English Tudor style  

New York Times, Jan 16, 1949 

Historic Sites Survey 

Boundaries of Manor Ridge on 2003 map 

Manor Ridge 
showing  
many empty 
lots in 1943 . 
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416 Knollwood Road  

Ridgewood, New Jersey 

Manor Ridge at Ridgewood was first laid out in 
100’ x 100’ lots in 1927.  The Depression slowed 
development of the area and a revised map was 
filed in 1939, showing lot numbers 11 and 12 for 
the future 416 Knollwood.  In 1966 the final 
shape of the lots in Manor Ridge west of  
Knollwood was settled by a minor subdivision of 
“Knollwood Park Lands”.  The house at 416 
Knollwood is a wooden frame, and built in the 
early 1950’s.  The original owners were George 
F. and Florence Robinson.  416 Knollwood sold 
in 1989 at $750,000 when the housing market 
was high.  There was financial instability, and 
when the house was sold in 1991 the value had 
decreased to $640,000.  In 2007 when the 
house was sold to the Feiner family it had gone 
back up in value and sold for $2,175,000.00 

George F. and Florence Robinson, 1954-1973 
George F. Robinson was born July 1, 1904 in Watch Hill RI to Richard and Rosalin Robinson.  
The Robinson family moved around frequently, and George lived in various cities including 
Washington DC, Pittsburg PA, Bridgeport CT, and New York NY.  His father was the president of 
the American Ship & Commerce Company and the Merchant-Sterling Corporation of New York.  
The Robinson family lived a life of leisure with four servants in their Park Avenue home. George  
attended Pomfret School where he was active in 
hockey and lacrosse, and also belonged to Alpha 
Delta Phi (social and literary society).  He graduated 
Yale University in 1927, and in that same year  
became engaged to Florence Havemeyer. 
 
Florence Havemeyer was born on December 31, 
1905 to Henry Osborne Havemeyer and Charlotte 
Adelaide Green Whiting Havemeyer.  She had two siblings, Henry Osborne Havemeyer and 
Carlotta Havemeyer Bigelow.  The Havemeyers had been long identified with the sugar industry, 
and had homes in Tuxedo Park NY along with an estate in Mahwah NJ.  Florence’s grandfather, 
Thomas Havemeyer, made his mark as a businessman and was the first president of the U.S. 
Golf Association.  He owned several estates, including one in Mahwah NJ called Mountainside 
Farm, which is now the campus of Ramapo College of NJ.  It was on this estate that Florence 
married George Robinson on September 29, 1928.  Florence spent her time as a member of the 
Junior League of New York, and later in her life volunteered with the American Red Cross.  After 
the death of George, she moved to Wyckoff where she resided until her death at age 85 on  
September 21, 1991. 

416 Knollwood on a 1925 map showing 
the property where the house will be built. 
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Background on the Robinson’s 
 
With times changing in the 1950’s, many fami-
lies were moving from large estates to smaller 
neighborhoods.  George and Florence Robin-
son moved from Tuxedo NY to Ridgewood NJ 
in 1954, and resided there until George’s death 
in 1973.  At the time, 416 Knollwood Road was 
a new house and was a considerable change 
from the Tuxedo estate where they had a  
servant and George was a member of the  
Tuxedo and Knickerbocker Clubs.  George and 
Florence were married in 1928 at her family 
estate of Mountainside Farms (Mahwah NJ), 
which was then followed by a large reception in 
the marquee on the lawn.  A year later George 

joined the firm of Harde & Sharpe in 1929 but left in 1931.  In 1974 George and Florence moved to 
416 Knollwood in Ridgewood NJ, where he pursued another career at the American Express Ware-
house Corp.  George later retired as the VP of the American Express Warehouse Corp.   
 
 
 
 
George Robinson’s grandfather, Judge 
George F. Robinson, served for 30 
years as a judge on the common please 
bench at Ravenna, Warren and  
Youngtown in the state of Ohio.  Judge 
George served throughout the Civil War, 
and survived twice as a prisoner at  
Libby and Lincoln prison camps. 
George’s father, Richard Hallet Meridith 
Robinson, had graduated from the  
United States Naval Academy in 1896, 
and then from the University of Glasgow 
in 1898.  After 21 years in the Navy he 
retired in 1913 and moved to Bridgeport 
CT to serve as the vice president and 
general manager of the Lake Torpedo 
Company.  During the first World War 
Richard was recognized as an expert in 
maritime matters.  He later became 
president of the American Ship &  
Commerce Company and also the Mer-
chant-Sterling Corporation of New York.  
The Robinson family flourished in the industrialist business in the 
1920’s,  
It was during this time of prosperity where the Robinson family owned a townhouse on Park Avenue 
in New York City, and could also afford four servants to maintain their residency. 
  
 
 

Judge George F. Robinson 
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Background on the Havemeyers 
 
Florence also came from a wealthy background, 
with her grandfather Theodore Havemeyer  
having made his mark as a businessman.   
Theodore married Emily DeLoosey in 1862, and 
together they had 9 children, 5 of which were 
daughters and 4 sons.  Their wealth spanned 
across several estates including a town house 
in New York City, a mansion on Bellevue  
Avenue in Newport RI, and 500 acres of land in 
Mahwah NJ with the name of Mountainside 
Farm.  Sections of Mountainside Farms is now a 
part of Ramapo College of NJ, and buildings 
that Havemeyer invested in, such as their home 
on the Mountainside Farms estate, Darlington 
Schoolhouse and the house he built for his 
daughter Lillie, still stand today.  It was at this 
location on Mountainside Farms where Florence 
and George exchanged their wedding vows on 
September 28, 1928.  The ceremony was  
performed by Father Le Boeuf of Mahwah,  
with numerous guests from both sides of the  
family in attendance. 

Florence’s mother, Emily de Loosey Havemeyer 

"Theodore Havemeyer"  by Hampton' s  
Magazine - Hampton's magazine, Volume 23, 
(Broadway Magazine, Inc., 1909) pg. 649  

Darlington Schoolhouse 
 
The Darlington Schoolhouse reflects the “Guilded 
Age” architectural style in America, as it was built 
in 1891 with aesthetics that combine both the 
Richardsonian Romanesque and Shingle styles.  
Finance and construction of the schoolhouse was 
the joint effort of Alfred B. Darling and Theodore  
Havemeyer.  Darling was a businessman who  
established Valley Farm in the Ramapo Valley of 
Mahwah NJ while Theodore Havemeyer was a 
proprietor of the American Sugar Refining  
Company (later known as Domino Sugar).   
Havemeyer had purchased a dairy farm estate at 
Mountainside Farm in Mahwah NJ and over the 
years expanded his business and property.   
 
It was noted during this time period that numerous 
wealthy businessmen who worked and resided in 
New York City, began to relocate and move to 
larger estates in New York and New Jersey in  
order to operate farms.  Darling and Havemeyer 
were two such men.   
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Darlington Schoolhouse 
 
On January 8, 1879 
Havemeyer purchased a 
274-acre farm in his wife 
Emily’s name,  and over 
time purchased more land 
to increase his estate.  
Havemeyer was no 
stranger to the dairy farm 
business, having grown 
up on one in Throgs Neck 
NY, and he used this 
knowledge to develop the 
land at Mountainside 
Farms.  As a result, roads 
and train services were 
built or improved upon 
which increased laborers.  
This increase in labor in 
return brought an influx of 
people.  As a result,  
Darling and Havemeyer 

saw a need for a new schoolhouse, which was constructed as a stone building at the cost of 
$15,000.  Upon its completion, the Darlington Schoolhouse served a variety of functions in-
cluding a school, chapel, and community gathering or social space.  It became central to the 
life in Ramapo and still stands today.   
 
Unfortunately the schoolhouse did close in 1944 but was returned to the Havemeyer estate.  
Since then it has been taken over by numerous owners.  The Darlington Schoolhouse has 
became a crucial part of Mahwah history, and remains intact.  It has become a landmark to 
the local area, and reminds people of that “Gilded Age”. 

Ramapo College of NJ 
 

300 acres of the Havemeyer estate at 
Mountainside Farm is now a part of  
Ramapo College of NJ’s campus.  The cur-
rent home of the college’s President was 
formerly the house that the Havemeyer’s 
lived in, and the house that Havemeyer 
bought for his daughter Lillie is now the  
Administration Building.  Ramapo College 
has a tradition of having incoming students 
walk through the Havemeyer Arch when 
they begin their studies, and then upon 
graduation walk through the arch in the  
opposite direction.   

Havemeyer Arch at Ramapo College of 
NJ 


