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Girl Walks Out of a Bar: a memoir 
by Lisa Smith   PAT’S PICK (Biography SMITH) 

Smith openly shares the lies, secrecy, depression, and isolation that 
define a life only made "livable" by alcohol and cocaine. She unveils the 
pressures of her job (20% of lawyers have substance abuse problems, 
she reports) and the personal costs of addiction. Readers will root for this 
extraordinary woman as she travels the path to recovery, healing, and 
triumph over addiction. Her riveting story will inspire both those who have 
been there and those who have not. 
 

The Velveteen Daughter: a novel 
by Laurel Davis Huber   LORRI’S PICK (Fiction HUBER) 
Huber tells a fictional story of two remarkable women: Margery Williams 
Bianco, the author of one of the most beloved children's books of all time – 
The Velveteen Rabbit - and her daughter Pamela, a world-renowned child 
prodigy artist whose fame at one time greatly eclipses her mother's. The  
novel captivates readers with observations on art, family and the 
consequences of genius touched by madness. 
 

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine: a novel 
by Gail Honeyman  PAT’S PICK (Fiction HONEYMAN) 

Eleanor Oliphant is a truly original literary creation: funny, touching, and 
unpredictable. Thirty-year-old Eleanor leads a highly predictable life, 
working at an office, eating the same meals alone in her apartment, and 
spending her weekends regularly administering vodka.  But when a 
chance encounter with a local musician sends her into the throes of a full-
fledged crush, her carefully constructed world breaks open.  
 

How to Survive a Plague: the inside story of how 
citizens and science tamed AIDS 
by David France   LORRI’S PICK (Non-Fiction 362.196 FRA)  
Prepare to have your heart buoyed and broken in this riveting account of 
the response to the AIDS epidemic that's as educational as it is difficult to 
put down. Based on thorough research and the author's own experience  
in New York when the disease emerged, this book presents the fear, 
hope, and civil rights struggles of the 1980s and 1990s. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
Heating and Cooling: 52 micro memoirs 
by Beth Ann Fennelly  LORRI’S PICK (Non-Fiction 811.54 FEN)  
Ranging from a single sentence to several pages in length, these micro-
memoirs from poet and novelist Fennelly delve into her childhood, 
motherhood, and her life as a writer and as a wife. Fennelly recounts 
episodes, events, or earned truths that, given her poignant reflection and 
graceful, often-funny telling, are sure to stop readers in their tracks. 
 

You Gotta Get Bigger Dreams: my life in stories and 
pictures 
by Alan Cumming  LORRI’S PICK (Biography CUMMING) 
In these forty-five picture essays, Cumming recounts his real-life 
adventures (and often, misadventures).  From an awkward bonding 
session with Elizabeth Taylor to poignant stories about his family and 
friends to some harsh words of wisdom imparted by Oprah, You Gotta Get 
Bigger Dreams  is as eclectic, enchanting and alive as its author. 

 

The Wildling Sisters 

by Eve Chase  ROSA’S PICK (Fiction CHASE) 

The summer of 1959 is different from past summers the four Wilde sisters 
have spent at Applecote Manor in the Cotswolds. This is their first visit 
since Audrey, their 12-year-old cousin, disappeared without a trace five 
years earlier. A bewitching gothic tale of sisters and secrets. 
 

Bukowski in a Sundress 
by Lisa Kim Addonizio  LORRI’S PICK (Biography ADDONIZIO) 
A dazzling, edgy, laugh-out-loud memoir from the award-winning poet and 
novelist that reflects on writing, drinking, dating, and more. At once 
intimate and outrageous, Addonizio's memoir radiates all the wit and 
heartbreak and ever-sexy grittiness that her fans have come to love. 
 
 

More Book Suggestions are found www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Take a look! 
1/12/2018 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rent Collector 

by Camron Steve Wright  PAT’S PICK (Fiction WRIGHT) 
Based on real characters, and recognizing the power of literacy and 
literature, the story is of Sang Ly and her husband who earn their living by 
picking trash at Cambodia's city dump. Sang Ly discovers their 
cantankerous Rent Collector's secret: she can read. An unlikely friendship 
blossoms as Sang Ly convinces the Rent Collector to teach her literature. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Resurrection of Joan Ashby 

by Cherise Wolas  LORRI’s PICK (Fiction WOLAS) 

This saga takes place over three decades in the life of a prodigy writer 
who reverses her decision not to have children. Can you be a mother and 
also pursue any serious ambition at all? This is the question taken up with 
urgency and complexity in this debut. Exploring themes of sibling rivalry 
and individualism and layering short stories within the larger narrative, this 
is a breathtaking novel. 

 
Manhattan Beach: a novel 
by Jennifer Egan  VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction EGAN) 
In Brooklyn during the Depression, Anna Kerrigan, 12, accompanies her 
father to the house of gangster Dexter Styles. Years later, her father has 
disappeared, the country is at war, and Anna works at the Brooklyn Naval 
Yard. She meets Styles again, and begins to understand why her father 
vanished. Egan's novel is a mesmerizing exploration of a transformative 
moment in the lives of women, men, America, and the world. 

Ridgewood Public Library 

STAFF PICKS 
Winter 2018 

 

http://www.ridgewoodlibrary.org/


 
Clementine: the life of Mrs. Winston Churchill 
by Sonia Purnell  PAT’S PICK (Biography CHURCHILL)  
A portrait of Winston Churchill's extraordinary wife - her lesser-known role 
in World War II, her relationship to Eleanor Roosevelt, her role in 
safeguarding Churchill's health, moderating his mood swings, and her 
controversial family priorities.  Purnell does a remarkable job of proving 
that Clementine had a large impact on Winston's life.  
 

Showa: a history of Japan 
by Shigeru, Mizuki  CLAIRE’S PICK (Graphic Novel SHOWA) 
Mizuki, one of Japan's most celebrated manga artists, was born a few 
years before the start of the Showa period, one of Japan's most turbulent 
eras. In this, the first of four volumes, he traces history along two tracks: 
first  - Japan's story, spanning the years between the great Kanto 
earthquake and the start of WWII; and second  - the story of the author 
growing up in a port town far from the drama taking place in Tokyo. 
 

Do Not Become Alarmed: a novel 
by Maile Meloy KERRI’S PICK (Fiction MELOY) 

A much-anticipated novel about what happens when two families go on a 
tropical vacation--and the children go missing. When Liv and Nora decide 
to take their families on a holiday cruise, everyone is thrilled.  What follows 
is a riveting story told from the perspectives of the adults and the children, 
as the once-happy parents try to recover their children and their lives. 

 
Her Body and Other Parties: stories 
by Carmen Maria Machado  ROSA’S PICK (Fiction MACHADO) 
Machado demolishes the borders between psychological realism and 
science fiction, comedy and horror, fantasy and fabulism. She bends 
genres to shape startling stories that map the realities of women's lives 
and the violence visited upon their bodies. 
 

On the Road 
by Jack Kerouac  KRISTEN’S PICK (Fiction KEROUAC) 

First published in 1957, Kerouac's perennially hot story continues to 
express the restless energy and desire for freedom that makes people 
rush out to see the world. This is the book that launched the Beat 
Generation and remains the bible of that literary movement. 
 

Leave Me 
by Gail Forman  PAT’S PICK (Fiction FORMAN) 

Humor and insight abound in this masterful adult debut, showing us that 
sometimes you have to leave home in order to find it again. For every 
woman who has ever fantasized about driving past her exit on the highway 
instead of going home to make dinner, or dreamed of boarding a train to a 
place where no one needs constant attention--meet Maribeth Klein, a 
harried working mother who's so busy taking care of her husband and 
twins, she doesn't even realize she's had a heart attack. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
The Unspeakable: and other subjects of discussion 
by Meghan Daum  LORRI’S PICK (Non-Fic 814.6 DAU) 
In this collection of ten essays, a Los Angeles Times columnist 
unflinchingly probes some of her life's themes: death, dogs, romance, 
children, lack of children and Joni Mitchell, to find respite from 
"sentimentality and its discontents”.  An honest and humorously edgy 
collection. 

 
Small Great Things 
By Jodi Picoult  PAT’S PICK (Fiction PICOULT) 

A woman admitted to a hospital to have a baby, and her husband, request 
that their nurse be reassigned - they are white supremacists and don't 
want Ruth, who is black, to touch their baby.  A medical crisis results in the 
infant's death and a murder charge against the nurse, Ruth Jefferson. 

 
Everything Belongs to Us 
by Yoojin Grace Wuertz  JIN’S PICK (Fiction WUERTZ) 

Taking place at the elite Seoul National University in 1970s South Korea, 
the novel follows the fates of two women--Jisun, the daughter of a 
powerful tycoon, who becomes an underground labor activist in Seoul; and 
Namin, her best friend who has grown up with nothing, and whose singular 
goal is to launch herself and her family out of poverty. 
 

Strange Weather: four short novels 
by Joe Hill  KATHY’S PICK (Fiction HILL) 

Hill delivers on the "strange" in this collection of four novellas, stretching 
from horror to magical realism to a straight thriller.  Hill’s novellas present 
a foreboding view of our world and contain complicated casts of diverse 
characters.  Fans will be thrilled to take in the author’s malevolent mind 
through these masterfully crafted single-sitting reads reminiscent of the 
very best of the short works by giants like King and Gaiman. 
 

 
The Handmaid’s Tale 
by Margaret Atwood  ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction ATWOOD) 
It is the US nearly a century from now, its government is a theocracy 
where religion becomes a tool of repression and social control to force 
women into the roles of stay-at-home wives, domestic staff, prostitutes, or 
surrogate mothers. They have no rights to their bodies or property and are 
completely dependent upon men. A novel to rival Orwell's 1984. 
 

Churchill and Orwell: the fight for freedom 
by Thomas E. Ricks  KATHY’S PICK (Non-Fiction 941.08 RIC)  
Former British Prime Minister Winston Churchill was a rotund, boisterous, 
blue-blooded Conservative who led Britain to victory in World War II. 
George Orwell was a gaunt, taciturn leftist commoner and author of the 
classic novels Animal Farm and 1984. What links these contrasting 
biographies?  Ricks presents both Churchill and Orwell as champions of 
freedom.  
 

The Underground Railroad 
by Colson Whitehead   ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction WHITEHEAD) 

Whitehead chronicles a young slave's adventures as she makes a 
desperate bid for freedom in the antebellum South. Cora is asked by new 
slave, Caesar, to join his own escape effort. He knows a white abolitionist 
shopkeeper named Fletcher with connections to the Underground 
Railroad, and as they flee to Fletcher's house, Cora saves them from 
capture with an act of violence that puts them in graver danger. 
 

Bel Canto 
by Ann Patchett  VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction PATCHETT) 

Readers curious about the emotional flow between hostages and their 
takers should like this novel based on the 1996 takeover of the Japanese 
ambassadorial residence in Lima, Peru.  It traces the hostages' adjusting 
attitudes during the months-long siege. Relief from their tedium takes the 
form of world-class soprano Roxane Coss, who had been entertaining an 
international assortment of diplomats and businesspersons when the 
terrorists took the Peruvian vice-president's house. 

 
A Field Guide to Lies: critical thinking in the information 
age 
by Daniel J. Levitin  CLAIRE’S PICK (Non-Fiction 153.42 LEV) 
Levitin presents a timely, smart analysis of the current trend in American 
society toward information and mathematical illiteracy. As Levitin reminds 
listeners, there is now more information available than was present in all 
preceding history. Also, broadcast media systems have been overtaken by 
a profusion of misinformation, half-truths, and outright lies, all protected by 
the First Amendment. The author here covers the abuse and how to 
evaluate statements critically, getting to the truth. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Radium Girls: the dark story of america’s shining 
women 
by Kate Moore  JULIA’S PICK (Non-Fic 363.17 MOO) 

Moore details the tragic stories of dozens of young women employed as 
dial painters during World War I. Often the daughters of immigrants, these 
women were lured to these prestigious and well-paying jobs unaware of 
the dangers of the radioactive paint present in their workplace-which 
caused their bodies and clothes to glow, even outside of work. 
 

The Friend 
by Sigrid Nunez   LORRI’S PICK (Fiction NUNEZ) 
A moving story of love, friendship, grief, healing, and the magical bond 
between a woman and her dog. When a woman unexpectedly loses her 
lifelong best friend and mentor, she finds herself burdened 
with the unwanted dog he has left behind. Her own battle against grief is 
intensified by the mute suffering of the dog, a huge Great Dane 
traumatized by the inexplicable disappearance of its master. 
 

May Contain Nuts: a novel of extreme parenting 
by John O’Farrell  AMY’S PICK (Fiction O’FARRELL) 
O’Farrell is a big deal in Britain: joke writer; columns in the Guardian and 
the Independent; various sitcom-writing successes. In his fourth novel, 
Alice and David Chaplin live in south London with three young children 
and two conflicting obsessions: parenting their children to greatness, and 
shielding them from harm. O’Farrell takes competitive parenting to new 
lows in this social farce.   
 

The Art of Hearing Heartbeats 
by Jan-Phillip Sendker   ASHLEY’S PICK (Fiction SENDKER)  

Julia Win's father, Tin Win, has vanished. After receiving a copy of an old 
love letter written by him to a woman named Mi Mi, Julia travels to a 
remote village in Burma to find him. While at a teahouse in Burma, Julia 
meets U Ba, who claims to know what happened to her father. But the Tin 
Win of whom U Ba speaks is nothing like the father Julia remembers. This 
debut is a lush tale of romance and family set in twentieth-century Burma. 
. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Last Rituals 
by Yrsa Sigurdardottir  KATHY C.’S PICK (Mystery SIGURDARDOTTIR)  
An Icelandic lawyer helps investigate the murder and mutilation of a 
witchcraft-obsessed student. When wealthy German student Harald 
Guntlieb is found dead in the history department of his Reykjavik 
university, his parents are dissatisfied with the police investigation and 
unconvinced that the drug dealer they have arrested is the actual culprit.  
 

Hungry Heart: adventures in life, love, and writing 
by Jennifer Weiner  THERESA G.’S PICK (Biography WEINER) 
You know Jennifer Weiner as a bestselling author. She's also a mom, a 
daughter, and a sister; a former rower and current runner; a best friend 
and a reality TV junkie. Here, in her first foray into nonfiction, she takes the 
raw stuff of her personal life and spins it into a collection of essays on 
womanhood as uproariously funny and moving as the best of Tina Fey, 
Fran Lebowitz, and Nora Ephron. 
 

Educated: a memoir 

by Tara Westover  LARISSA’S PICK (Biography WESTOVER) 
Raised on a secluded family compound in Idaho, Westover was seven 
before realizing the biggest difference between her family and others was 
not their remote home, or their Mormon religion-but that "we don't go to 
school." Westover helped the family maintain a minimalist existence 
through construction, scrapping, and midwifery, no matter how many 
injuries she sustained. But cracks in her upbringing began to appear. 
 

Revolutionary Road 
by Richard Yates  MELINA’S PICK (Fiction YATES) 

Yates's 1961 novel revealed a growing and present malaise about middle-
class existence as seen through the eyes of protagonists Frank and April. 
Believing themselves a cut above the rest of their neighbors and friends, 
the two set their sights upon a scheme to move to France and live a 
nontraditional life. However their dreams are not enough to stave off the 
reality of their unhappy life. 
 

More Book Suggestions are found www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Take a look! 
5/1/2018 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Queen Victoria’s Matchmaking 

by Deborah Cadbury  JULIA’S PICK (Non-Fic 941.081 CAD) 
Queen Victoria's grandchildren numbered over thirty and she was 
determined to maneuver them into a series of dynastic marriages. Yet her 
grandchildren often had plans of their own.  Queen Victoria's Matchmaking 
travels through glittering, decadent palaces from London to St. Petersburg, 
weaving in scandals, politics, and family tensions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hannah Coulter 
by Wendell Berry  VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction BERRY) 
A continuation of Berry's Port William, Kentucky saga, this one told from 
the perspective of an elderly, twice-widowed farmwife. As the 20th century 
closes, fiercely self-sufficient Hannah reflects on her past, especially the 
crucial threads of family, community and the soil.  

 
The Woman in the Window 
by A.J. Finn  SUSAN C.’S PICK (Fiction FINN)  
Child psychologist Anna Fox, the narrator of Finn's gripping first novel, 
lives out one of the classic films that she loves so well - Hitchcock's Rear 
Window. In this modern update, the agoraphobic Anna hasn't left her 
Manhattan townhouse in more than 11 months. Her obsession with the 
new family across the park begins to take over. When Anna witnesses a 
stabbing in their house, no one believes what she saw is real. 

Ridgewood Public Library 

STAFF PICKS 
Spring-Summer 2018 

 
 

Spring-Summer 2018 

 

http://www.ridgewoodlibrary.org/


We Should All Be Feminists 
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  ROSA’S PICK (Non-Fic 305.42 ADI) 

Drawing on anecdotes from her adolescence and adult life, Adichie 
attempts to strike down stereotypes usually associated with the term as 
she explains why she is a "Happy African Feminist Who Does Not Hate 
Men and Who Likes To Wear Lip Gloss and High Heels for Herself and 
Not for Men." Adichie's tone is light, and she uses ironic humor brilliantly. 
 

Fun Home 
by Alison Bechdel  ASHLEY’S PICK (Graphic Biography BECHDEL) 
In this graphic novel, cartoonist  Bechdel  draws her own story – poignant, 
funny, and real-life absurd. Mother is an actress turned housewife, while 
father teaches high school English and runs a funeral home (the "fun 
home," the children call it mockingly) on the side. Young Alison is pressed 
into helping with funerals and renovations on their gothic house, while 
pretending, along with parents and brothers, that they are a normal family. 

 
The Royal We 
by Heather Cocks  BRITTIN’S PICK (Fiction COCKS) 
Cocks and Morgan charm readers with this modern-day Cinderella tale 
inspired by the courtship of Kate Middleton and Prince William. Royal 
watchers will appreciate the craftsmanship that went into fitting the fictional 
Lyons dynasty into the timeline of the existing monarchy. 
 

The Flight Attendant 
by Chris Bohjalian  SUSAN C.’S PICK (Fiction BOHJALIAN) 
From NYTimes bestselling author Bohjalian, this is a powerful story about 
the ways an entire life can change in one night. A flight attendant wakes 
up in the wrong hotel, in the wrong bed, with a dead man - and has no 
idea what happened. 
 

Exit West 
by Mohsin Hamid  ROBERTA’S and ERICA’S PICKS (Fiction HAMID) 
A love story unfolds in a world being transformed by migration and a 
country teetering on the brink of civil war. Two young people meet--
sensual, fiercely independent Nadia and gentle, restrained Saeed – and 
embark on a furtive love affair.  As violence escalates, Nadia and Saeed 
decide that they no longer have a choice. Leaving their homeland and 
their old lives behind, they find a door and step through. 
 

The Room on Rue Amelie 
by Kristen Harmel  SARAH’S PICK (Fiction HARMEL) 
For fans of Kristin Hannah's The Nightingale and Martha Hall Kelly's Lilac 
Girls, this powerful novel of fate, resistance, and family tells the tale of an 
American woman, a British RAF pilot, and a young Jewish teenager 
whose lives intersect in occupied Paris during the tumultuous days of 
World War II.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The Sparsholt Affair 
by Alan Hollinghurst  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction HOLLINGHURST) 
A man's inability to be honest about his sexuality has scandalous and 
brutally public consequences for several generations. It begins in the early 
years of WWII at Oxford, where a quartet of friends are spending their last 
days as students before joining the conflict.  In the last section, set in the 
present day, Hollinghurst makes explicit reference to "time, loss and 
change," and celebrates the emotional haven of domestic companionship. 

 
An American Marriage 
By Tayari Jones  SUSAN C.’S PICK (Fiction JONES) 

Newlyweds Celestial and Roy, the living embodiment of the New South, 
are settling into the routine of their life together when Roy is sent to prison 
for a crime he didn't commit. An insightful look into the lives of people who 
are bound and separated by forces beyond their control. 

 
Rachel’s Holiday 
by Marian Keyes  AMY’S PICK (Fiction KEYES) 

Irish by birth, but a trendy New Yorker for the past eight years, Rachel 
Walsh learns just what it means to have too much fun in this lively drama 
about addiction and recovery.  Rachel checks into an Irish rehab center 
called the Cloisters, expecting daily massages and seaweed wraps but is 
devastated to learn that she is enrolled in a real drug treatment center. 
 

When They Call You A Terroist 
by Khan-Cullors, Patrisse  LARISSA’S PICK (Bio KHANCULLORS) 

Khan-Cullors, a self-described artist, organizer, freedom fighter as well as 
a Fulbright scholar and recipient of the Sidney Peace Prize, recounts, with 
co-author Bandele, her personal experiences and those as a founder of 
the Black Lives Matter Movement. Khan-Cullors delineates the harsh 
realities she faced growing up in Los Angeles in the late 1990s and early 
2000s. 

 

A Gesture Life 
by Chang-rae Lee  JIN’S PICK (Fiction LEE) 

Franklin Hata, Korean born, of Japanese heritage, is now living in the New 
York suburbs. As he recalls painful memories of his involvement with a 
Korean comfort woman during World War II, Franklin's carefully 
constructed world starts to crumble. This is a wise, humane story, deeply 
moving, and permeated with insights about human relationships. 

 
Pachinko 
by Min Jin Lee  SUSAN C.’S and JIN’S PICK (Fiction LEE)  
Lee's latest novel is a sprawling and immersive historical work that tells 
the tale of one Korean family's search for belonging, exploring questions of 
history, legacy, and identity across four generations.    An old-fashioned 
epic whose simple, captivating storytelling delivers both wisdom and truth. 
 

Behold the Dreamers 
by Imbolo Mbue   PAT’S PICK (Fiction MBUE) 
This heartfelt and intimate portrayal of African immigrants trying to make it 
in New York City around 2007 focuses on the family of Jende Jonga from 
Cameroon. He lands a job as a chauffeur for a wealthy finance industry 
boss and is then able to bring his wife, Neni, and their young son over 
from Africa.  Mbue's first novel is a weighty meditation on the true 
collateral costs of the pursuit of happiness. 
 

The Ninth Hour 
by Alice McDermott  ERICA’S PICK (Fiction MCDERMOTT) 
This new work from National Book Award winner McDermott asks how 
much we owe others, how much we owe ourselves, and how much we 
owe God. In Brooklyn, early 20th century, The Little Nursing Sisters of the 
Sick and Poor are intimately involved in the lives of their community. When 
a young man with a pregnant wife turns on the gas in his apartment and 
takes his own life, among the first to arrive on the scene is an elderly nun. 

 
Christodora 
by Tim Murphy  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction MURPHY) 

An artistic couple, their adopted son, and a once-celebrated AIDS activist 
connect in unexpected ways in their bohemian Manhattan East Village 
apartment over the course of decades marked by the Tompkins Square 
Riots, addiction, the hipster generation, and the wealth of the 2020s.  
The novel never wavers in its warmth toward its characters, or its 
insistence upon the possibility of healing. 
 

Portugal 
by Cyril Pedrosa  LARISSA’S PICK (Graphic Fiction PEDROSA)  
 French cartoonist Simon is depressed. He's muddling his way through 
writer's block by teaching art to children. Pedrosa allows Simon's story to 
build slowly, creating scenes in which characters speak and interact with a 
naturalism rare in any genre, resulting in absolutely brilliant, lively 
illustration that threatens to leap off the page. 



 
World of Lore: Monstrous Creatures 
by Aaron Mahnke  ASHLEY’S PICK (Non-Fic 364.309 MAH) 
Mahnke, creator of the podcast Lore and the Amazon television series of 
the same name, presents a new series, exploring with gleeful delight 
macabre true stories and disturbing urban legends. From Ireland to 
Romania to U.S., Mahnke digs up tale after tale of people giving in to their 
worst fears and darkest impulses. 
 

Born a Crime: stories from a South African childhood 
by Trevor Noah   THERESA G.’S PICK (Biography NOAH) 
Comedian Noah frequently jokes about life as a mixed-race child under 
the tyranny of apartheid. He now reveals the full brunt of the terror and 
diabolical absurdity he endured in this collection of personal essays. 
Incisive, funny, and vivid, these true tales are anchored to his portrait of 
his courageous, rebellious, and religious mother who defied racially 
restrictive laws to secure an education and a career. 
 

If We Were Villains 
by M.L. Rio  ROSA’S PICK (Fiction RIO) 
Rio's debut mystery is an engrossing ride. The novel opens with Oliver 
Marks talking to the detective who put him in prison. Even though it is the 
eve of Oliver's release, he agrees to tell the retiring detective what really 
happened a decade earlier, when-as part of a group of seven actors who 
studied Shakespeare at a small private college -one of his friends was 
killed after a night of drink and debauchery. 

 
Calypso 
by David Sedaris   ERICA’S PICK (Non-Fiction 814.54 SED)  
Humorist Sedaris collects 21 essays largely about family bonds and 
getting older in this hilarious yet tender volume. Facing middle age, the 
author purchased a beach house, which he named Sea Section, in his 
childhood state of North Carolina. The beach abode serves not only its 
intended purpose as a perfect location for family gatherings, but also ends 
up being a venue for arguments, jokes, and encountering local wildlife. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 The Witches: Salem, 1692 
by Stacy Schiff  ROSA’S PICK (Non-Fiction 345.744 SCH)  
In 1692, the Massachusetts Bay Colony executed 14 women, 5 men, and 
2 dogs for witchcraft. The ensuing terror affected residents of all ages and 
educational backgrounds. Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Schiff chronicles 
the surrounding events, painting a vivid portrait of a homogenous, close-
knit network of communities rapidly falling into irrational paranoia. 
 

The Chalk Man 
by C.J. Tudor  ASHLEY’S PICK (Fiction TUDOR) 

Murder, mayhem, and chalk figures in a sleepy English village. In 1986, 
12-year-old Eddie Adams enjoys spending time with his group of friends: 
Fat Gav, Metal Mickey, Hoppo, and the lone girl in the group, Nicky.  
Eddie receives a chalk drawing of a stick figure that hurtles him back to an 
innocent childhood game 30 years before which went terribly wrong. 
 

I Am Brian Wilson: a memoir 

by Brian Wilson THERESA G.’S PICK (Biography WILSON) 

In this powerfully written memoir, Wilson honestly tells the story of his life 
from its humble beginnings in California-where he was raised by a father 
who routinely demeaned and beat him-to becoming a Kennedy Center 
Honoree for his 50 years of musical contributions. Wilson comes off as a 
modest and gentle soul who has come to terms with his ongoing mental 
illness, his past failures as a father, and the sad deaths of his brothers. 
 

Tin Man 
by Sarah Winman  ERICA’S PICK (Fiction WINMAN) 
In this quiet stunner, Winman explores the triangular relationship 
connecting reserved, working-class Ellis; Michael, Ellis's best friend since 
he moved to Oxford to live with his grandmother; and Annie, the woman 
Ellis meets while delivering a Christmas tree and eventually marries. 
What's refreshing about this work is that it's not a standard triangle full of 
love and fury but a poignant story comprising past and present, vibrant 
friendship and awful heartbreak bravely borne. 
 

More Book Suggestions are found www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Take a look! 
9/15/2018 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And Only To Deceive 

by Tasha Alexander  ROSA’S PICK (Fic ALEXANDER) 

In this witty mix of Victorian cozy and suspense thriller, Emily, a young, 
beautiful widow, does not seem to regret her husband's African hunting 
expedition death. Yet once Emily begins to hear stories about Philip's 
interests she begins to feel herself falling in love with her mysterious, now-
dead husband and fears that his death may not have been an accident.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brass: a novel 
by Xhenet Aliu  JIN’S PICK (Fiction ALIU) 
This glimmering debut novel reflects on mother-daughter connections, 
abandonment and resilience, and dreams that endure despite the odds. 
Originally from Lithuania, Elsie's family settles in a defeated working-class 
town in Connecticut with many immigrants. The universal story of the 
search for home is well translated into the Elsie’s blue-collar world. 

 
How To Walk Away : a novel 
by Katherine Center KERRI’S PICK (Fiction CENTER)  
Immediately after the love of her life proposes, Margaret Jacobsen has an 
accident that leaves her with a spinal cord injury and severe burns. Center 
explores the limits of hope and love in this bittersweet tale of a young 
woman suffering from a devastating injury who learns to care about others 
when she can't figure out what to do for herself. 
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The Thief of Always: a fable 
by Clive Barker  ASHLEY’S PICK (Fiction BARKER) 
When 10-year-old Harvey Swick desperately wishes to be delivered from a 
boring February afternoon, he is miraculously rescued by Rictus who 
takes Harvey to the Holiday House, where every day is spring and 
summer and every evening offers Halloween, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. Harvey must heroically battle what is gradually revealed to be 
the malevolent force behind the Holiday House in this tale for all ages. 
 

Krampus, the Yule Lord 
by Brom  ELIAS’ PICK (Fic BROM) 
Returning home one night, Jesse Walker is surprised to see some goons 
attacking Santa Claus as he tries to fly away in his sleigh. This illustrated 
horror novel by acclaimed gothic fantasy artist and novelist Brom is perfect 
for anyone who disdains a cozy, sentimental holiday story and is told with 
entertaining style and some unexpectedly sympathetic characters. 

 
From the Corner of the Oval 
by Beck Dorey-Stein SUSAN C.’S PICK (Biography DOREY-STEIN) 

In this hilarious memoir, Dorey-Stein gives an insider's glimpse into the 
White House from her perch as Barack Obama's stenographer. In 2012, 
25-year-old Stein responded to a Craigslist advertisement to be a 
stenographer at a law firm; the "law firm" was the White House. 
 

A World Without “Whom” 
by Emily J. Favilla  MELINA’S PICK (Non-Fic  808.02 FAV) 

A lighthearted take on communicating in the digital age. This witty and 
informative guide to language and contemporary usage, written by 
BuzzFeed copy chief Favilla, is a refreshingly modern antidote to the staid 
style guides of times past. 
 

My Favorite Thing is Monsters 
by Emil Ferris LARISSA’S and ELIAS’ PICKS (Graphic Fiction FERRIS) 
Karen loves monsters, comic books, and her tattooed, art-loving big 
brother, Deeze. She hates her mom's cancer diagnosis, the cool kids at 
school, and Chicago in the 1960s. Ferris combines historical fiction, family 
drama, a coming-of-age-tale, and a murder mystery into an unforgettable 
and widely acclaimed diary of Karen Reyes. 
 

Poppies of Iraq 
by Brigitte Finakly  LARISSA’S PICK (Graphic Biog FINAKLY) 

The personal and political interweave in this sad yet charming memoir. 
Having grown up in Mosul, Iraq, 14-year-old Finakly immigrated in 1973 to 
Paris, where her mother was born. Finakly's story toggles back and forth in 
time, depicting memories mixed with historical background and "In Iraq" 
vignettes about customs in that country.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
How To Stop Time 
by Matt Haig  SUSAN C.’S PICK (Fiction HAIG) 
Tom Hazard doesn't age. Or, he does, but very, very slowly. He was born 
in France in 1581, but like other "albatrosses" (those who carry the burden 
of living forever), a century to him passes like a decade or less. An 
engaging story framed by a meditation on time and meaning. 
 

The Dry 
By Jane Harper  BRITTIN’S PICK (Fiction HARPER) 

A mystery that starts with a sad homecoming quickly turns into a nail-biting 
thriller about family, friends, and forensic accounting.  Federal agent Aaron 
Falk is called back to his rural Australian hometown for the funeral of his 
best friend, Luke, who apparently committed suicide after killing his wife 
and son; he’s also called to reckon with his own past 
 

 Erotic Stories for Punjabi Widows 
by Balli Kaur Jaswal  KERRI’S  and SUSAN C.’S PICK (Fiction JASWAL) 
By turns erotic, romantic, and mysterious, this tale of women defying 
patriarchal strictures enchants.  Nikki, a 22-year-old modern Punjabi 
woman, decides to teach a writing workshop for Punjabi widows who 
quickly hijack her lesson plans. Instead of teaching a creative writing 
course, Nikki finds herself facilitating an erotic storytelling workshop. 
 

Saving Simon 
by Jon Katz  VICTORIA’S PICK (Bio KATZ) 
At Bedlam Farm, Katz and his wife poured their love and kindness into an 
abused donkey named Simon and administered to his wounds on a daily 
basis. The invaluable lesson taught Katz compassion, for not only animals 
but also for the men and women in his life, including the farmer who 
abandoned Simon to his fate in the hog pen and Katz's mother, who had 
emotionally abandoned Katz during his childhood.  

 
 
 
The Mars Room 
by Rachel Kushner  ERICA’S PICK (Fiction KUSHNER) 
Kushner delivers a heartbreaking novel set in a California women's prison. 
Single mother Romy Hall is serving two consecutive life sentences after 
murdering a stalker. From prison, she narrates her drug-addled past. 
Kushner excels at capturing the minutiae of life behind bars, critiques the 
justice system, and vividly captures the reality of life behind bars. 

 
Mrs.: a novel 
by Caitlin Macy  THERESA G.’S PICK (Fiction MACY)  
Macy penetrates the gossipy lives of well-off parents in New York City's 
Upper East Side. Into Philippa’s balanced life come two women who 
uncover an explosive secret about her single days. Simplicity and 
selfishness of human nature emerge in this impossible-to-put-down novel. 
 

Duck Season 
by David McAninch   JIN’S PICK (Non-Fiction  914.4 MCA) 
A delicious memoir about the eight months food writer McAninch, with wife 
and young daughter, spent in Gascony—a deeply rural region of France 
virtually untouched by mass tourism—meeting extraordinary characters 
and eating the best meals of his life. 
 

Blood, Water, Paint 
by Joy McCullough  ROSA’S PICK (Fiction MCDERMOTT) 
McCullough follows the heartbreaking, but inspiring, story of gifted Roman 
painter Artemisia Gentileschi who was raised by her volatile, abusive, and 
less talented artist father. A captivating and impressive book about a 
timeless heroine, whose story will resonate with readers today. 
 

I’ll Be Gone in the Dark 
by Michele McNamara  ASHLEY’S PICK (Non-Fiction 364.163 MCN) 

This chillingly addictive account traces the crimes of the Golden State 
Killer, a prolific serial rapist and murderer who terrorized much of 
California in the 1970s and 1980s and has never been caught.  A haunting 
read for fans of true crime. 
 

As Bright as Heaven 
By Susan Meissner  PAT’S PICK (Fiction MEISSNER) 

Meissner tells the story of a family reborn through loss and love. The 
Bright family moves to Philadelphia in 1918 to assume their inherited place 
within the family funeral business. The relocation is meant to ease the loss 
of Henry, their youngest member, but just as they start to navigate their 
grief, the Spanish Flu hits the city, devastating them anew.   
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