
 
 
Just Kids 
by Patti Smith  ROBIN’S PICK (Biography SMITH) 
A chance encounter in Brooklyn led two young people on a 
path of art, devotion, and initiation. Patti Smith would evolve as 
a poet and performer, and Robert Mapplethorpe would direct 
his style toward photography. Just Kids begins as a love story 
and ends as an elegy. It serves as a salute to New York City 
during the late sixties and seventies.  
 

The House at Tyneford 

by Natasha Solomans   DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
In this poignant tale, it’s the spring of 1938 and no longer safe 
to be a Jew in Vienna. Nineteen-year-old Elise Landau is 
forced to leave her glittering life of parties and champagne to 
become a parlor maid in England. She arrives at Tyneford, the 
great house on the bay, where servants polish silver and serve 
drinks on the lawn. But war is coming, and the world is 
changing. 
 

Letters of a Woman Homesteader 
by Elinor Pruitt Stewart  PEGGY’S PICK (917.87 ST) 
In 1909 Pruitt went to work for Clyde Stewart, whose ranch 
was near Burnt Fork, Wyoming, and within six weeks she 
married him. She maintained her independence by filing on a 
quarter section adjacent to her husband's land and proving it 
up herself. Her delightful letters, written from the time of her 
arrival until 1913, authentically depict an Old West that is 
"progressively obscured by those who portray it most often." 

 
Consider the Lobster 
by David Foster Wallace  LORRI’S PICK (814.54 WAL) 
Do lobsters feel pain? Did Franz Kafka have a funny bone? 
What is John Updike's deal, anyway? And what happens when 
adult-video starlets meet their fans in person? David Foster 
Wallace answers these questions, and more, in essays that 
are enthralling narrative adventures. 
 

Fifth Ave, 5 AM: Audrey Hepburn, Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s and the Dawn of the Modern Woman 
 by Sam Wasson  PEGGY’S PICK (791.4372 WAS)  
Fifth Avenue, 5 A.M. is the first-ever complete account of the 
making of the classic film "Breakfast at Tiffany's." The flow of 
Wasson's words carries the reader from pre-production to on-
set feuds and conflicts, while also noting Hepburn's impact on 
fashion (Givenchy's little black dress), Hollywood glamour, 
sexual politics, and the new morality.  Recapturing an era, this 
"factual re-creation" reads like carefully crafted fiction. 

 
Two Rings 
by Millie Werber  PEGGY’S PICK (940.5318 WER) 
Among Holocaust memoirs, this book stands out for the quality 
of the spare, honest, passionate narrative of survivor Millie 
Werber. From Fordham University professor Keller's interviews 
with Werber comes the expertly-told tragic story of a short-lived 
and star-crossed marriage during the Holocaust. With writer 
Keller, Werber tells a story of love, betrayal, and loyalty when 
she was a Jewish girl in Nazi-occupied Poland.  In Auschwitz 
she witnessed the worst humankind is capable of and was 
ultimately saved by the kindness of strangers. 
 

 

More Staff Suggestions are found on our website: 
www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Pull down the Reference tab on the homepage.  
“Book and Film Corner” 

                       Take a look! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deadline Artists 
edited by John Avalon    PEGGY’S PICK  (070.44 DEA) 
It is the great American art form, read by millions every day. 
When these eloquent, compassionate newspaper columns 
were first delivered, they were treated as individual works of 
art, almanacs to suit any disposition. Well-catalogued and 
categorized, this exultant retrospective of American journalism 
seems ideal for today's attention spans and travel schedules.   
 

This Time Together 
by Carol Burnett   PEGGY’S PICK  (792.7092 BUR) 

100 percent Carol Burnett – funny, irreverent, and irresistible. 
Carol really lets her hair down and tells one funny, touching or 
memorable story after another – reading it feels like sitting 
down with an old friend who has wonderful tales to tell.  
 

Sleepers 
by Lorenzo Carcaterra  DANI’S PICK (364.106 CAR) 

Journalist Carcaterra tells, with gripping force, of his days 
growing up in the tough New York City neighborhood of Hell's 
Kitchen in the 1960’s.  He and his three closest buddies 
engaged in petty crime until the day their tricks got out of hand 
and they were sent to a juvenile home in upstate New York. 
Both difficult to read and difficult to put down, this book will 
garner lots of attention. 
 

Prima Donna 
by Megan Chance   DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
An erotic thriller full of lively Victorian period detail. Sabine 
Conrad, an ambitious opera singer, wounded in a violent 
encounter, flees New York City with her jewels, leaving behind 
a grisly murder. Months later, the penniless Sabine reaches 
Seattle where she gets a job as a scrubwoman.  Prima Donna 
captures both the glittering decadence of New York and the 
rough raunchy Seattle waterfront. 
 

The Astral 
by Kate Christensen  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
Harry Quirk is a man on the brink of losing his wife, Luz, who 
kicked him out and destroyed every trace of his latest 
manuscript, and thusly his entire life in the Astral, the giant old 
memory-cavern of a building in Brooklyn where they've spent 
their lives together.  Harry begins to take charge of his life in a 
way he clearly never had to before, getting a crummy job and 
committing to, with his daughter, rescuing his son from the 
apparent cult he's joined. 
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The Poet 
by Michael Connelly  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 

Death is reporter Jack McEvoy's beat. But this time, death 
brings McEvoy the story he never wanted to write -- and the 
mystery he desperately needs to solve. 
 

Blue Nights 
by Joan Didion  PEGGY’S PICK (BIOG Didion) 
A work of stunning frankness about losing a daughter. Richly 
textured with bits of her own childhood and married life with her 
husband and daughter, Didion examines her thoughts, fears, 
and doubts regarding having children, illness, and growing old. 
 

Faith 
by Jennifer Haigh  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Jennifer Haigh explores the fallout for one devout family, the 
McGanns, of Boston.  A gripping, suspenseful tale of one 
woman's quest for the truth, Faith explores the corrosive 
consequences of a family's history of silence - and the 
resilience its members ultimately find in forgiveness. 
 

Mrs. Kimble 
by Jennifer Haigh  LORRI’S  PICK (Fiction) 

In her masterful first novel Jennifer Haigh delivers the 
compelling story of three women who marry the same man -- 
an enigmatic opportunist named Ken Kimble.  Mrs. Kimble 

presents a fascinating psychological portrait of a mesmerizing 
opportunist and the women who believe in him. 

Moonlight on Linoleum 
by Terry Helwig  PEGGY’S PICK  (BIOG Helwig) 
Terry Helwig and her five sisters were raised by their 
charismatic, troubled, and very young mother, Carola, who 
struggled with loneliness and infidelity.  Because of their 
stepfather's roving job in the oil fields, the family moved 
frequently from town to town in the American West.  A moving 
and motivating portrait of love and perseverance. 
 

Matrimony 
by Joshua Henkin  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Matrimony is about love and friendship, about money and 

ambition, desire, and tensions of faith.  It asks what happens to 
a marriage when it is confronted by betrayal and mortality. 
 

Then Again 
by Diane Keaton ROBERTA’S PICK (791.4309 KEATON) 
More than the autobiography of a legendary actress, Then 
Again is a book about a very American family with very 

American dreams.  Diane will remind you of yourself, and her 
bonds with her family will remind you of your own relationships 
with those you love the most. 
 

Sister  
by Rosamund Lupton  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
*Booklist Starred Review* Murder mystery? Psychological 
thriller? Medical-ethical treatise?  Yes to all, but so much more, 
too.  A thrilling story of fierce love between siblings, Sister is a 
suspenseful and accomplished debut with a stunning twist. 
The powerful, heart-stopping ending lays bare the truth, and 
even readers who thought they'd guessed the outcome will be 
shocked. 
 

Born to Run 
by Christopher McDougall  MARION’S PICK (796.424 MCD) 
From the depths of Mexico's Copper Canyon to the heights of 
the Leadville Trail in Colorado, from the centuries-old running 
techniques of Mexico's Tarahumara tribe to a research lab at 
the University of Utah, author McDougall celebrates, in this 
engaging and picaresque account, humankind's innate love of 
running. 

Ghost Town: tales of Manhattan then and now 
by Patrick McGrath   DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 

A celebrated writer tackles a celebrated city. McGrath presents 
three stories about NY: the tale of a young boy during the 
American Revolution whose mother is hanged for defying the 
British; a wealthy merchant at the time of the Civil War who 
punishes his son's passion for the arts by denying him the girl 
he loves: and a disquieting story of a psychiatrist and one of 
her patients who began visiting a prostitute after 9/11.  
 

A Good Hard Look 
by Ann Napolitano  PAT P.’S PICK (Fiction) 
Crippled by lupus at twenty-five, celebrated author Flannery 
O'Connor was forced to leave New York City and return home 
to Andalusia, her family farm in Georgia. This fictionalized 
version of her later years crafts a powerful argument for living 
honestly. Napolitano’s characters are all forced to look at 
themselves and face up to Flannery’s observation that "the 
truth does not change according to our ability to stomach it." 

 
State of Wonder 
by Ann Patchett  LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 
Bestselling author Patchett returns with a provocative novel of 
morality and miracles, science and sacrifice, set in the Amazon 
rainforest--a gripping story and a profound look at the difficult 
choices we make in the name of discovery and love. 
 

In the Shadow of Gotham 
by Stefanie Pintoff  ANNALISE’S PICK (Mystery) 
Detective Simon Ziele and several criminologists track a 
madman from the Palisades to the Bowery in a mystery set in 
1905. With this taut and original story of a haunted man who 
must search for a killer while on the run from his own demons, 
Pintoff's In the Shadow of Gotham is the first novel in an 
award-winning mystery series. 
 

A Curtain Falls 
by Stefanie Pintoff  ANNALISE’S PICK (Mystery) 
Following on the heels of Pintoff's acclaimed and award-
winning debut (see above), A Curtain Falls is a moody and 

evocative tale that follows Ziele and his partners as they scour 
the dark streets of early-twentieth-century New York in search 
of a true fiend. 
 

Secret of the White Rose 
by Stefanie Pintoff  ANNALISE’S PICK (Mystery) 
As the third mystery in her Edgar Award-winning series, 
Pintoff's combination of vital characters and a fascinating case 
set amongst turn-of-the-century New York makes for 
compelling reading.  
 

Unless 
by Carol Shields  ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
Until her daughter Norah begins living on the streets of Toronto 
in the spring of 2000, Reta Winters "thought tragedy was 
someone not liking my book." Reta is a marvelously inventive 
character whose commentary on the ties between writing, love, 
art and family are constantly compelling in this unabashedly 
feminist novel. The icing on the cake is the ending, which 
introduces a startling but believable twist . 
 

Strange Fits of Passion 
by Anita Shreve  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
In this insightful and moving novel, everyone believes that 
Maureen and Harrold English, two successful NYC journalists, 
have a happy marriage. It's the early '70s and no one 
discusses domestic abuse. But, after Maureen suffers another 
brutal beating, she flees New York with her infant daughter 
and seeks refuge in a small town in Maine. 


