
 
 
The Sense of an Ending 
by Julian Barnes  ROBIN’S and DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
In Barnes's winner of the 2011 Man-Booker Prize, protagonist 
Tony Webster has lived an average life with an unremarkable 
career, a quiet divorce, and a calm middle age. Now in his mid-
60s, his retirement is thrown into confusion when he's 
bequeathed a journal that belonged to his brilliant school-
friend, Adrian, who committed suicide. 
 

Shanghai Girls 
by Lisa See   LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 
See's latest fictional exploration of the lives of Chinese women 
begins in 1937 Shanghai, a cosmopolitan city under imminent 
threat of Japanese invasion. Two sisters escape war-ravaged 
Shanghai, only to face discrimination and the threat of 
deportation in the United States. 
  

Three Daughters of Madame Liang 
by Pearl S. Buck  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
After her husband takes a concubine, Madame Liang sets out 
on her own, starting an upscale restaurant and sending her 
daughters to America to be educated, only to be called back to 
serve the People's Republic. Watching her two daughters grow 
apart and knowing that her youngest daughter will never 
return, Madame Liang must also face the challenges of The 
Cultural Revolution. 
 

The True Story of Hansel and Gretel 
by Louise Murphy  CHRIS’ PICK (Fiction) 

In the last months of the Nazi occupation of Poland, two 
children are left by their father and stepmother to find safety in 
a dense forest. Combining classic themes of fairy tales and 
war literature, this haunting novel of journey and survival, of 
redemption and memory, powerfully depicts how war is 
experienced by families and especially by children. 
 

We the Animals 
 by Justin Torres  ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction)  
Three brothers tear their way through childhood - smashing 
tomatoes all over each other, building kites from trash, hiding 
out when their parents do battle, tiptoeing around the house as 
their mother sleeps off her graveyard shift.  This beautiful novel 
reinvents the coming-of-age story in a way that is punch-in-the-
stomach powerful, written in magical language with 
unforgettable images. 
 

Women of the Silk 
by  Gail Tsukiyama  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
This sensitively written, impressively researched novel covers 
20 years in the life of Pei, a Chinese girl sent to work in a silk 
factory during the first decades of the 20th century. In 
delicately evoking the silk workers' world, Tsukiyama has 
opened a window onto an aspect of China few outsiders ever 
see. 

 
 

More Staff Suggestions are found on our website: 
www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Pull down the Reference tab on the homepage.  
“Book and Film Corner” 
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Annabel 
by Kathleen Winter   CHRIS’ PICK (Fiction) 
A literary gem, Winter's luminous novel is a deeply affecting 
portrait of life in an enchanting seaside town and the trials of 
growing up unique in a restrictive environment. Winter's first 
novel tells the story of an intersex child born in the late 1960s 
in a small, rural town in Canada and raised as a boy. 
 

Appetite City: a culinary history of New York 
by William Grimes   DEBORAH’S PICK  
(Non-Fic  394.1309 GRI) 
Grimes (author and former restaurant critic) fills culinary history 
of New York City with not just food, but personalities, incidents, 
and anecdotes to create an accurate picture of the evolution of 
the city many consider the "food capital of the world." 
 

The Awakening 
by Kate Chopin   PEGGYS PICK (Fiction)  
Now a classic, The Awakening shocked turn-of-the-century 

readers with its forthright treatment of sex and suicide. 
Departing from literary convention, Kate Chopin failed to 
condemn her heroine's desire for an affair with the son of a 
Louisiana resort owner, whom she meets on vacation. 
 

Beyond Recall 
by Robert Goddard   DANI’S PICK (Mystery) 

As he does so smoothly and so well, Goddard again creates a 
narrator who uncovers secrets buried in the past that cast grim 
shadows on later generations. Here he takes a grand old 
house in Cornwall, a family fortune in dispute, murder and 
blackmail and concocts an absorbing suspense novel. 
 

The Bondwoman’s Narrative 
by Hannah Crafts   PEGGY’S PICK (Fiction) 

An unprecedented historical and literary event, this tale written 
in the1850’s is the only known novel by a female African 
American slave, and quite possibly the first novel written by a 
black woman anywhere. A work recently uncovered by 
renowned scholar Professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr., it is a 
stirring, page-turning story of "passing" and the adventures of a 
young slave as she makes her way to freedom. 
 

The Cat’s Table 
by Michael Ondaatje  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 
*Starred Review*  In 1953, an 11-year-old boy's life is 
permanently upended when he leaves Ceylon to begin a new 
life in London with his mother. His 21 unsupervised days 
aboard an ocean liner prove momentous as significant events 
during the crossing profoundly impact the boy's future. 
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Cocktail Hour Under the Tree of Forgetfulness 
by Alexandra Fuller  ROBERTA’S PICK (Biography) 
Fuller braids a narrative around the Happy Valley-era Africa of 
her mother's childhood; the grimness of her father's English 
childhood; and the darker, civil war- torn Africa of her own 
childhood. 
 

The Cookbook Collector 
by Allegra Goodman  Annalise’s  PICK (Fiction) 

The Cookbook Collector is a novel about getting and 

spending, and about the substitutions we make when we can't 
find what we're looking for: reading cookbooks instead of 
cooking and collecting instead of living.  Above all it is about 
holding on to what is real in a virtual world: love that stays. 

Cutting for Stone 
by Abraham Verghese  LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 

A sweeping, emotionally riveting first novel - an enthralling 
family saga of Africa and America, doctors and patients, exile 
and home.  
 

Death Comes to Pemberley 
by P.D. James  ROBERTA’S PICK (Mystery) 
P. D. James, long among the most admired mystery writers of 
our time, draws the characters of Jane Austen's beloved novel 
Pride and Prejudice into a tale of murder and emotional 
mayhem. 
 

Fingersmith 
by Sarah Waters  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
A spellbinding, twisting tale of a great swindle, of fortunes and 
hearts won and lost, set in Victorian London among a family of 
thieves. 
 

First Ladies 
by Margaret Truman  PEGGY’S PICK (Non-Fic 973.09 TRU) 

Truman interviewed the madams Johnson, Ford, Reagan, 
Carter, Bush, and Clinton and carefully researched all the first 
ladies. And of them she writes with a practiced, skillful hand. 
 

Founding Mothers: 
the women who raised our nation 

by Cokie Roberts  PAT P.’S  PICK (Non-Fic 973.3092 ROB) 

Focusing on the wives, daughters, sisters, and mothers of the 
Founding Fathers, this lively book chronicles the dangerous 
and difficult  contributions of these women of the era. While 
their men were away serving as soldiers or statesmen, the 
women managed property, raised children, acted as spies, 
coordinated boycotts, and raised funds for the army. 
 

A Golden Age 
by Tahmina Anam   MARION’S PICK (Fiction) 
In her moving debut novel, Anam tells the story of a young 
widow who becomes embroiled in the 1971 violent political 
turmoil that transforms a brutal Pakistani civil war into a fight 
for Bangladeshi independence. 
 

The House of Mirth 
by Edith Wharton  BARBARA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Edith Wharton depicts the glittering salons of Gilded Age New 
York with precision and wit, even as she movingly portrays the 
obstacles that impeded women's choices at the turn of the 
century. 

 
 

 
 
 
Intuition 
by Allegra Goodman  ANNALISE’S PICK (Fiction) 
In another quiet but powerful novel from Goodman, a 
struggling cancer lab at Boston's Philpott Institute becomes the 
stage for its researchers' personalities and passions, and for 
the slippery definitions of freedom and responsibility in grant-
driven American science. 
 

The Last Letter From Your Lover 
by Jojo Moyes  BARBARA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Moyes delivers a sophisticated, page-turning modern love 
story spanning 40 years. In 1960s England, 27-year-old 
Jennifer Stirling awakens in the hospital after an accident, 
suffering acute memory loss. As the past makes its slow 
return, Jennifer employs skillful deception in order to cope, but 
soon realizes that she doesn't love her husband. 
 

Love and Capital: Karl and Jenny Marx 
by Mary Gabriel  NANCY H.’S PICK (Non-Fic 355.409 MARX) 
Brilliantly researched and wonderfully written, Love and Capital 

is a heartbreaking and dramatic saga of the family side of Karl 
Marx, whose works would redefine the world after his death.  
 

The Memory Palace 
by Mira Bartok  PEGGY’S PICK (Biography) 
The Memory Palace explores the connections between mother 
and daughter that cannot be broken no matter how much 
exists--or is lost--between them.  It is a poignant observation 
about the relationship between Mira, her sister, and their 
mentally ill mother. 
 

Moonwalking with Einstein 
by Joshua Foer  PAT M.’S PICK (Non-Fiction 153.14 FOE) 
This blockbuster phenomenon charts an amazing journey of 
the mind while revolutionizing our concept of memory.  Foer 
recounts his year-long quest to improve his memory under the 
tutelage of top "mental athletes". 
 

Our Lady of the Lost and Found 
by Diane Schoemperlen  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
The narrator, a single, middle-aged, female, non-Catholic 
writer contentedly living alone, one day comes upon a modern-
day version of the Virgin Mary standing in her living room. 
Seeking a rest from her spiritual duties, Mary asks if she might 
be allowed to stay for a few days. The result is a highly 
intelligent and unique discourse on philosophy and the 
phenomenon of human faith. 
  

Quattrocento 
by James McKean  ANNALISE’S PICK (Fiction) 

McKean presents a  sweeping love story/time-travel epic 
situated between the modern-day New York art world and 
fifteenth-century Tuscany.  With twists and turns that are as 
thrilling as they are unexpected, Quattrocento is escapist 
storytelling at its very finest. 
 

Revenge of the Spellmans 
by Lisa Lutz LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 

Filled with the signature side-splitting Spellman antics, 
Revenge of the Spellmans is an ingenious, hilarious, and 
disarmingly tender installment in the Spellman series.  Private 
investigator Isabel Spellman is back on the case and back on 
the couch -- in court-ordered therapy after getting a little too 
close to her previous subject. 


