
 
Love, Dishonor, Marry, Die, Cherish, Perish 
by David Rakoff  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Rakoff, the best-selling author of Half Empty (2010), brings his 
thoughtful and tender perspective on life to this wonderfully 
funny yet heartbreakingly sad novel-in-verse. Throughout this 
rhyming novel, he crosses decades, telling the great American 
story through memorable characters loosely linked by acts of 
kindness or callousness. For example, a young runaway 
unfairly banished from her home finds unlikely comfort with a 
vagabond. Each chapter serves up a slice of life's victories, 
discoveries, cruelties, and casualties. 
 

Fairyland: A Memoir of My Father 

by Alysia Abbott  ANNALISE’S PICK (BIOG ABBOTT) 
The child of 1960s parents, Abbott lost her mother when she 
was only two. Determined to raise her, Steve Abbott took her 
along to San Francisco. There, he supported her through the 
many moves consequent upon his bohemian lifestyle as a 
newly out homosexual and a writer-editor. Fairyland is written 
in shiningly clear, precise prose that gives it literary as well as 
testimonial distinction. 

 
Fools 
By Joan Silber   ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 
“Doing good", a hot topic in fiction and non-fiction, is treated 
subtlety in this collection of interrelated stories. A young 
anarchist in 1920s Greenwich Village tries to balance her 
marriage vows with the temptations of free love; the spoiled 
son of well-to-do hoteliers finds himself broke in Paris, and a 
young woman lives in 1950s New York while her husband 
works in Okinawa. Silber creates a memorable meditation on 
work, religion, love, and the search for personal integrity. 
 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 
By Sherman Alexie BRENNA’S PICK (Fiction) 

Presented as the diary of hydrocephalic 14-year-old cartoonist 
and Spokane Indian Arnold Spirit Jr., the novel revolves 
around Junior's desperate hope of escaping the reservation. 
Poetic, deeply funny, politically incorrect, slightly naughty, and 
heart-wrenching, the story provides a glimpse into an 
unfamiliar culture and maintains a balance between the bleak 
reality of reservation life and the stunning beauty of a loving 
family and friendship. For young adults and adults. 
 

Almost a Family 
by John Darnton  PEGGY’S PICK (BIOG DARNTON) 

Darnton vividly chronicles the era of classic journalism and his 
stints as a Times correspondent in Africa and Solidarity-era 
Poland, but what drives his memoir are the pursuit of the fullest 
possible picture of his father's death, the story of his mother's 
alcoholism and sobriety, and most of all, the quest for deeply 
buried facts about his parents and their relationship. 

 
Before I Go to Sleep 
by S.J. Watson  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
This debut novel takes an intriguingly fresh look at the 
amnesia-focused psychological thriller. Each morning, 
Christine’s husband Ben shares the same carefully rehearsed 
story of their long marriage and gently encourages her struggle 
to remember. Christine begins to suspect that Ben is not telling 
her the complete truth about her accident, their son Adam, her 
successful career as a novelist, or the fire that destroyed the 
collection of family photos that might help her remember. 
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Forbidden 
by Tabitha Suzuma DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction)  
Sixteen-year-old Maya and seventeen-year-old Lochan tell, in 
their separate voices, of their confusion and longing as they fall 
in love with one another after years of functioning as parents to 
three younger siblings due to their alcoholic mother's neglect. 
 

The Woodcutter 
by Reginald Hill   MARCIA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Wilfred "Wolf" Hadda, the poor but ambitious son of a 
woodcutter, has waited five years to marry Imogen, in order to 
fulfill the three tasks she demanded: become socially polished, 
get an education, and amass a fortune. Now Sir Wilfred Hadda 
and head of an international corporation, he's dumfounded 
when he's arrested, charged with child pornography and fraud, 
and sentenced to 12 years in prison. Has he been framed? 
 

Let’s Explore Diabetes with Owls 
by David Sedaris  ROBIN’S PICK (Non-Fic 814.54 SED) 
From the perils of French dentistry to the eating habits of the 
Australian kookaburra, from the squat-style toilets of Beijing to 
the particular wilderness of a North Carolina Costco, we learn 
about the absurdity and delight of a curious traveler's 
experiences. Sedaris takes us on side-splitting adventures that 
are not to be forgotten. 

 
The Girl You Left Behind 
by JoJo Moyes   ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Moyes' enchanting latest entwines two love stories set 90 
years apart, connected by a painting called “The Girl You Left 
Behind”. In 1916, 22-year-old Sophie struggles against a 
German commandant in her occupied French village. Trying to 
keep her family safe and her restaurant open, Sophie must 
decide whether to gamble everything on the commandant's 
fascination with her husband's portrait of her. Jumping ahead 
to London in 2006, the story turns to 32-year-old Liv Halston, 
whose architect husband David bought Sophie's painting for 
Liv shortly before he died in an accident. 
 

And the Mountains Echoed 
by Khaled Hosseini  LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 
Saboor, a laborer, pulls his young daughter and his son across 
the desert in a red wagon, leaving their poor village of 
Shadbagh for Kabul, where his brother-in-law, Nabi, a 
chauffeur, will introduce them to a wealthy man and his 
beautiful, despairing poet wife. Hosseini traces the traumas of 
tyranny, war, crime, lies, and illness in the intricately 
interconnected and extraordinary lives of his vibrantly realized 
characters to create a grand and encompassing tree of life. 
 

The Interestings 
by Meg Wolitzer  JIN’S PICK (Fiction) 
Wolitzer follows a group of friends from adolescence at an 
artsy summer camp in 1974 through adulthood and into late-
middle age as their lives alternately intersect, diverge and 
reconnect. Secrets are kept for decades, resentments are 
nursed; loyalties are tested. 
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The Lost Wife 
by Alyson Richman  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Star-crossed lovers are separated during WWII in Richman's 
heart-wrenching fourth novel. Josef and Lenka meet as 
students in Prague in 1936 and fall instantly in love. Three 
years later, with Nazis crossing the border, they rush to marry, 
but circumstances then force them apart. For 61 years, each 
believes the other dead until they meet by chance at the 
wedding of their grandchildren, leading them to reflect on the 
past and the separate lives they've led.  
 

My Brilliant Friend 
Elena Ferrante  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
The first book in a prospective trilogy, this is a compelling and 
moving coming-of-age story. In a poor, midcentury Italian 
neighborhood, Elena and Lila exhibit remarkable intelligence 
early in school, at a time when money is scarce and education 
a privilege. Only Elena is allowed to continue in school, and 
she devotes herself to her studies, while Lila redirects her own 
talent toward her family's business. As they approach 
adolescence, their friendship is challenged. 
 

The Alchemist 
by Paulo Coelho LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 

This inspirational fable by Brazilian Coelho is full of wisdom 
about becoming self-empowered, overcoming depression, and 
believing in dreams. The charming tale of Santiago, a 
shepherd boy, who dreams of seeing the world, gains 
resonance through the many lessons Santiago learns during 
his adventures. He journeys from Spain to Morocco in search 
of worldly success, and eventually to Egypt, where a fateful 
encounter with an alchemist brings him at last to self-
understanding and spiritual enlightenment.  
 

Gods of Gotham 
by Lyndsay Faye  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Set in 1845 NYC, Faye's knockout is first in a new series. As 
Irish immigrants pour into the city, Timothy Wilde, a 27-year-
old former bartender, adjusts to life in NY’s newly formed 
police force. As one of the first to wear the copper star, Wilde 
soon discovers more than one unwelcome surprise. An 
investigation launched into a boy's murder brings him deep into 
the heart of human darkness. Vivid period details, fully formed 
characters, and a blockbuster of a twisty plot put Faye in a 
class with Caleb Carr. 
 

The Art Forger 
by B.A. Shapiro  PEGGY’S PICK (Fiction) 
By page two, the reader is fully engrossed into the world of 
struggling artist Claire Roth who copies famous paintings for a 
website called Reproductions.com.   When Aidan Markel, the 
owner of a prestigious gallery, offers her a show of her own 
work in exchange for forging a painting, she reluctantly agrees. 
A highly recommended debut filled with delightful twists and 
ruminations on what constitutes truth in art and a book that 
would be great for discussion groups. 

Buddhaland Brooklyn 
by Richard Morais ANNALISE’S PICK (Fiction) 
A gentle Buddhist priest from Japan is given the task of 
building a temple in Brooklyn, and the results are both 
calamitous and sweet. Before the move, Reverend Seido Oda 
had already lived a full and tragic, but placid, life. Morais writes 
with sensitivity and insight about the many ways American life 
challenges the Reverend Oda's equanimity. 
 
 
 
 

 
Instructions for a Heatwave 
by Maggie O’Farrell  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction)  
When Gretta Riordan's husband, Robert, disappears during the 
1976 London heat wave, her three grown children return home 
for the first time in years. All are dealing with personal crises 
that affect their relationships with each other and are tied back 
to their family history.  O'Farrell skillfully navigates between 
past and present, as family secrets are revealed and old 
grudges are hashed out. 
 

Americanah 

by Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
Adichie burst onto the literary scene in 2006 with Half of a 
Yellow Sun, her searing depiction of the civil war in Nigeria. 
Her equally compelling and important new novel follows the 
lives of that country's postwar generation as they suffer 
endemic corruption and poverty under a military dictatorship. 
Adichie writes a vibrant tale about love, betrayal, and destiny; 
about racism; and about a society in which honesty is extinct 
and cynicism is the national philosophy. 
 

The Dog Stars 
by Peter Heller  PAT P.’S PICK (Fiction) 
In the tradition of post-apocalyptic literary fiction such as 
Cormac McCarthy's The Road, this first novel by adventure 
writer Heller takes place after a superflu has killed off much of 
mankind. Hig, an amateur pilot living in Colorado, has retreated 
to an abandoned airport from which he flies sorties. His only 
neighbor is the survivalist Bangley, who's sitting on a stockpile 
of weapons and munitions. Heller blends suspense, romance, 
social insight, and humor and holds out some hope that human 
relationships can be redemptive.  
 

Behind the Beautiful Forevers 
by Katherine Boo  JIN’S PICK (Non-Fic 305.569 Boo) 
New Yorker staff writer Boo creates an intimate portrait of 
India's urban poor. For more than three years, Boo lived 
among the residents of Annawadi, observing their struggles 
and quarrels and listening to their dreams and despair. She 
came away with a detailed portrait of individuals daring to 
aspire but too often denied a chance, allowing the reader to 
know them and admire the fierce intelligence that allows them 
to survive in a world not made for them. 
 

The Absolutist 
by John Boyne  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Boyne’s novel documents the lives of two inseparable men 
navigating the trenches of WWI and the ramifications of a 
taboo involvement. The wartime saga is narrated by Tristan 
Sadler, a soldier en route to return letters to dead comrade Will 
Bancroft's older sister Marian in England, a few years after the 
Great War. The story oscillates between Sadler's trip to 
Marian, and recollections of wartime, including a forbidden and 
fleeting homosexual affair with Bancroft.  Bancroft is the self-
declared "absolutist" of the title, objecting not only to fighting, 
but to doing anything at all that would "further the war effort." 
 

Eighty Days: Nellie Bly and Elizabeth Bisland's 
History-Making Race around the World  
by Matthew Goodman   
PEGGY’S PICK (Non-Fic 910.4109 GOO) 
A double narrative of the adventures of two young women 
journalists in a race against time, each striving to be the first to 
travel around the world in 75 days, outdoing the fictional 
Phileas Fogg's 80 day, and of journalism in the 1890s and 
women's place in that field.  The author also examines the 
shenanigans of the press, the vicissitudes of travel and the 
global power of the British Empire in the Victorian era. 
 


