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SARAH:  My name is Sarah Kiefer.  Today is July 7, 2016 and I’m speaking with Dot 
Pangburn who has been a resident of Ridgewood for 59 years.  We are recording this 
interview in the Bolger Heritage Center of the Ridgewood Public Library.  Thank you so 
much for coming today Dot. 
 
DOT:  Oh you’re more than welcome. 
 
SARAH:  To start, I guess if you could tell us a little bit about how you came to live in 
Ridgewood and when was that? 
 
DOT:  My husband had a grand aunt who lived in the house.  She was part of the 
VanBuskirk family.  His grandmother, also Annie VanBuskirk Wygant inherited the 
house from Aunt Euphemia, and we called her Aunt Mamie and grandma wanted it may 
wanted us to buy it from her.  We were newlyweds.  We moved into the house on our 
first wedding anniversary.  Grandma commented very quietly I think it needs a little 
work.  It hadn't been painted since the Duke of Windsor abdicated the throne.  So in 
56, 57 when we moved in it hadn't been painted since 1937.  So we spent a long time 
sanding the floors, buying furniture, and my aunt in Phillipsburg passed away and I got 
part of her furniture.  So we moved from a three room apartment up in River Vale, to 
seven room house in Ridgewood.  So you can imagine we didn’t have a heck of a lot of 
furniture to fill it all, but eventually we did.  The kitchen was in great old-fashioned state. 
It had an old iron stove in the kitchen, put back into the fireplace as a prevention and a 
chim, a pipe went up the side of the chimney.  It had an old iron sink in the middle and 
a 1920 type refrigerator that was heavy as lead.  And a great big old iron stove.  And 
my husband and his father stripped the kitchen, and took everything out, and rebuild it 
so we had a nice modern 1957 kitchen which is now archaic, but I love it.  It’s candy. 
And the day my husband was surprised, when he's lying on the couch, laying on the 
couch, lying on the couch, I’ve forgotten my grammar.  He was so tired from standing, it 
was a day just like this, hot and sticky, 90.  So he’s laying on the couch like that and all 
of a sudden he’s sort of waken up, and he looks around and in bustles this lady with her 
little basket, “Hi I’m the buh”, she is astounded.  Of course my husband was astounded 
too.  She said “Oh I’m so sorry, I’m so sorry I'll be back later”.  But we never saw her 



again.  So we moved into the house on June 30 in 1957, we’ve lived there ever since.  
We’ve raised two children in the house and had lots of fun.  Had a lovely backyard.  
And we really, I've always loved the house, I, I would never live any place else if I could 
prevent it.  Okay?   
 
SARAH:  Do you have any fond memories of living and raising your children in 
Ridgewood? 
 
DOT:  I think the most fun we had was, going to the sports games.  My kids played 
baseball, both of them played Little League and they both played soccer.  And our 
place was, you know, a sports family more or less.  We never missed any of the 
children's games.  And we had more free time I'd say than most parents because we 
used to sit at the dinner table at 5:30, 6 o'clock, and while we’re eating we see the 
fathers walking down South Van Dien, toward their homes maybe on Grove Street or 
somewhere, ah those poor guys look so hot and tired, and here we were enjoying our 
early dinner, and they were commuting to New York which is a real drag. 
 
SARAH:  So did you both work in town? 
 
DOT:   No my husband worked in Demarest, in the Northern Valley Regional High 
School.  He was a physics teacher, a math teacher and eventually department 
chairman.  I taught in Hasbrouck Heights and I commuted from Ridgewood to 
Hasbrouck Heights, before 17 was four lanes, it was terrible driving down 17 at 8 o'clock 
in the morning.  And then eventually I, of course I quit when we adopted the boys and 
had, was glad to be able not to drive 17.  In the meantime they built more road which is 
good.  The, when the boys were in school, by the time they were in school I was a 
volunteer at Somerville School in first grade.  And I also volunteered in the school 
library.  I also joined AAUW, you know what that is?  American Association University 
Women.  They have since moved out of town, but it's comparable to the Woman's 
Club, but it's University Women’s Club, which is a national organization. Let’s see what 
else I do, oh about 1980 I joined the Historical Society and I was made Education 
Director, because the jobs there come and go as people you know outgrow their interest 
in that, and I've never outgrown my interest of the Historical Society.  And I’ve 
participated in all the Historical Society activities that we organized  
 
SARAH:  And you volunteer here. 
 
DOT:  Yeah I volunteer here too, yeah.  Let’s see what else.  I went back to school 
when my son was in the fifth grade and I taught at George Washington.  I taught the 
supplemental program which was a supplemental program for children that were in 
need of a little boost.  And I taught there for several years.  And my husband retired in 
87 but I didn’t retire til 88 because he was home, and he had all sorts of free time to do 
stuff you wanted and I was envious.  Besides that, we wanted to go places and do 
things so I said no more, I don’t need to teach anymore, so I retired too.  And we just 
had a blast.  We traveled a lot, we did all sorts of interesting things.  We took up 
square dancing and reached the highest level of square dancing.  And that was 



marvelous fun.  And we still have friends, I go out with friends for lunch once a month 
who are still square dancing. Because of my bad back I can’t square dance anymore.  
But we square danced until we weren’t able which was so much fun.  And square 
dancers are great people.  
 
SARAH:  Yeah.  
 
DOT:  Good friends.   
 
SARAH:  Is that in Ridgewood? 
 
DOT:  Well there are about 35 square dance clubs in New Jersey, and we belong to 
the one in Paramus.  And there's all different levels of square dancing you know, from 
beginners all the way up to challenge.  And we went through beginners and regular 
advanced but we didn’t go to challenge.  And we missed it a lot but I’m too old to do it 
anymore.   
 
SARAH:  You, when we spoke on the phone you said you wanted to talk little bit about 
the good old days in Ridgewood can you describe that? 
 
DOT:  Yeah well when we first moved in across the street was my Aunt Mami, 
Ephemia, that we brought, bought our house from, was her brother-in-law's 
woodworking mill.  And it was in the place where Van Dyke's Nursing Home is now.  
And the main dining room would've been where the main office of the woodworking mill 
was.  And the hot summer nights like tonight we could, day times really, we could hear 
the saws going as he was making furniture.  He made church furniture podiums, and 
pews, and fancy stuff like, that it wasn’t household furniture.  And long back, we’ve, oh 
we’ve been, he’s always been referred to as Uncle Pete.  Uncle Pete had a fire in the 
late 40s and the man was very wise.  He decided he wasn’t going to give his money to 
insurance companies so every year way whatever he put away money to, in his fire 
fund, and after the thing burned down he just rebuilt it up right away.  And it wasn't until 
about 58 or 9 or 60 that Van Dyke’s bought the property and made the nursing home 
there.  But the night it caught fire and Aunt Mami called down to Maywood where my 
husband and his family lived and said “Uncle Pete's on fire”.  And so Dave and his 
mother who were both fire chasers zoomed up Paramus Road and stood on our front 
yard and watched the place burned to the ground.  He said it was such a fire.  You 
know it was all that saw dust and everything.  We used to have a bus that circled 
around town, so anytime you wanted to go uptown I could wait on my corner and and it 
had a figure 8 loop and it was zooming around town.  However, I don't remember when 
it stopped but it wasn't long after that that I can remember it.  And I used to like to go 
uptown because they had stores up there that were practical, I felt I could shop very 
comfortably uptown.  I can't anymore the things are too expensive and not my style for 
an old lady anyhow.  But they were my style 20 years ago either because the town has 
changed to be a rich town.  And not just a upper-middle-class town, in my estimation.  
Anyhow I used to bundle my little Donald in his stroller and we walked around the hotel 
he loved to go in the big store which was a hardware store, it was humongous.  And 



they had all sorts of things and he was just fascinated by the things that were hanging 
on the wall inside.  He said, “I to go look at the horse gear”.  And way in the back of 
the store they had a whole big wall full horse gear, harnesses and saddles and 
everything.  And we were told that the Pennsylvania Dutch farmers came down to 
Ridgewood to get new saddlery which I thought was kinda interesting.  But it was a 
double store so the were lots of stuff around and believe it or not my son is now a 
high-end builder, he’s always been fascinated by hardware stores and all that other 
stuff.  When he grew, when my son grew up he went all through Ridgewood High and 
played sports then we, and after three years we adopted another son and he grew up 
through the Ridgewood schools and played soccer and baseball.  Both boys loved 
sports and they left home at a normal age.  Douglas is a graduate engineer from RIT. 
Donald went to Bridgeport for a while, he went to Plymouth State for a while, and he 
went to New Hampshire to live because we have a summer house up there, a camp it’s 
called, it’s like a cottage.  And he liked it up there, he didn’t like New Jersey anymore 
so he stayed up there and eventually he had his family up there.  But he started out as 
a carpenter and grew and grew and developed his own business so that’s where he is 
now.  So we’re real tickled with both the boys.  Any other questions? 
 
SARAH:  Do you have any stories of raising your family in Ridgewood?  And you 
talked a little bit about the sports and going to the stores? 
 
DOT:  No that's about it. 
 
SARAH:  Okay. 
 
DOT:  Ridgewood was a town you didn't need a car.  Both the boys had bikes and 
they went all over town, I never had to take them anywhere.  They went to school, they 
went to high school, they went, had a bunch of friends up in the west side, they went 
there, so I never had to truck them around at all, except to the doctors or something like 
that.  They, the kids in town then were very independent and we didn't have much 
trouble.  You know, we didn't have the big problem of drugs, and they did have 
cigarettes so, but what can you do [laugher].  I smoked myself at one time but they 
never smoked in the house, that was the rule.  As a matter of fact, they talk they had a 
health class that the teacher stressed how bad smoking was for them.  So they came 
home, and this was in the 5th or 6th grade so the older boy said “oh Mom you gotta stop 
smoking, it does this and this and this, please please we don't want you to die”.  I said 
alright I'll give it up since it really is bad and it’s expensive, because we were living on 
one salary.  So anyhow I gave up the cigarettes.  This was, he was in 6th grade by the 
time he was in 8th grade he was smoking, I was so mad at him.  I said “don't ever let 
me see a cigarette in this house with you”.  So he never did.  But eventually he gave it 
up so, that was good.   
 
SARAH:  So you talked a little bit about your volunteer work, is there anything you are 
currently working on that you enjoy a lot? 
 
DOT:  In the museum on pulling all the materials out of the file cabinets, writing down 



what we want to keep, and then we’re going to enter it into the computer, so you can go 
to the computer and find exactly what you want.  The museum has clippings from 
newspapers and magazines and a lot of fascinating articles and it's taking me a long 
time to to do the accession of the file cabinets because I read so much.  But I've been 
pulling out things for our future exhibits and I love showing the children through the 
museum, that that was my first chore, my first job really at the museum was to be a 
docent.  And I’ve done that for years and years, now my voice isn’t a good enough, I 
can't talk long enough to give a full tour of the museum and the church.  But I did love it 
at the time. 
 
SARAH:  Is there anything that you and your husband are still [crosstalk]? 
 
DOT:  No he passed away, though.  But while we were retired we traveled.  And we 
just love to travel.  We took the children when they were young at home, we’d take 
them to Florida every other winter - April vacation.  And we traveled with another 
couple and we’d swap kids so that, her kids wouldn’t argue and the children were same 
ages as you know so my son and her daughter would go in our car, and their son in my 
other son would go at his car.  And it was a lot of fun, we all enjoyed it so much.  And 
one time we took to the boys to England, and we were talking about that the other day 
and Donald said “the most fun I had in England was trying to make the soldiers laugh”.  
And they were acting like nuts, and those soldiers, not an expression at all. 
 
SARAH:  They’re not supposed to. 
 
DOT:  Yeah and then another time we went to France. They were, the school was 
studying in the fifth grade, the school was studying famous artists.  So we decided we’d 
take the boys to the Louvre, which we did and then we took them to, what’s the other 
one, I forget the other one is, the one in the railroad station.  And so he wrote a report 
on it when he got to school to school about how he had seen this great art.  Those are 
the only two trip trips we took for the children.  But we’ve been to Rome and we’ve 
been to England three or four times and so on and so forth. 
 
SARAH:  And you were telling me a little bit about your last name. 
 
DOT:  Yeah well that’s Welch, yes we did, as a matter of fact we made a point to go to 
Pangburn, England and I asked a real estate agent you know, was there a Pangburn 
house around?  He says, “no and there aren’t no princes either”.  So we took a picture 
of the real estate sign for Pangburn, England and that was about it.   
 
SARAH:  And what does it mean again? 
 
DOT:  Brook in the woods.  So, do you have another question now? 
 
SARAH:  I guess, you pretty much answered all of them at this point.  So the last 
question is, what, looking ahead, what goals are you working towards with all your 
different projects and keeping busy? 



 
DOT:  I'm looking forward to working on the cookbook that you have here with Anna 
Spalckhaver that’s my next project, and I think Anna is going to join me in it because 
she said she liked doing that.  And I was friends with Anna way way back, we taught at 
GW together, and she is a docent in the museum also and on the board as I am.  So 
that's the next desire I have is just to stay cool, and live in my own house and hope that 
I don't get so old, that I will. 
 
SARAH:  So are great goals.  Alright well thank you so much Dot, I really appreciate 
it. 
 
DOT:  You’re welcome, good good. 


