
3.5 stars rounded up. Well. This took me forever to finish, not just because it's a complete doorstopper. The 
first part was phenomenal. Once I hit Part Two, though, it felt like there was a noticeable shift in the writing 
style that pulled me out of the story. Perhaps it was because we have zoomed out of Rin's personal journey 
and into the larger landscape of a country at war that the writing seemed more detached. 
 
Rin was removed from the most crucial events of the war and was only present during the aftermath, and 
since we remain in her head for 95% of the story, we also only witness the evidence of the atrocities of war 
rather than the actual barbaric acts. (I'm not asking for unnecessary violence to be documented in the story, 
but keeping our main character out of the action somewhat weakens our understanding - and even sympa-
thy - for Rin's state of mind and choices later on.) The technical style also regresses into stating Rin's psycho-
logical and emotional processes instead of demonstrating them, bordering on dictating what we readers are 
supposed to feel. The intention, I'm sure, is not to be patronizing, and yet it has that tone. 
 
Lastly, the Rin of Part Two seems to stagnate in terms of maturity - the indomitable, willful, disciplined stu-
dent suddenly began to act like a self-centered, insolent child just when the war needed her to grow up and 
and fulfill her responsibilities. This was another major contributing factor in my increasing lack of investment 
in the story - and this, the war and Rin's position within it, was supposed to be the most exciting part! 
 
I do plan to read the sequel, and I hope it will return to the same storytelling quality that Part One had.  
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