
 
 
The Phantom Tollbooth 
by Norton Juster  MARION’S PICK (Fiction) 
Wonderful for adults as well as children, this book tells the 
story of Milo, a young boy with little interest in anything, who 
takes a trip through the Phantom Tollbooth to the Lands 
Beyond, where he meets an enchanting cast of characters that 
teaches him the importance of words, numbers, ideas, 
creativity, and enthusiasm for life.  
 

We Need to Talk About Kevin 

by Lionel Shriver   LISA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Eva tries to come to grips with the fact that her 17-year-old 
son, Kevin, has killed seven students.  In crisply crafted 
sentences that cut to the bone of her feelings about 
motherhood, career, family, and what it is about American 
culture that produces child killers, Shriver yanks the reader 
back and forth between blame and empathy, retribution and 
forgiveness. 
 

Cosmopolis 
By Don Delillo    LORRI’S PICK  (Fiction) 
Eric Packer, a billionaire asset manager at age twenty-eight, 
emerges from his penthouse triplex and settles into his lavishly 
customized white stretch limousine. Today he is a man with 
two missions: to pursue a cataclysmic bet against the yen and 
to get a haircut across town.  
 

Into the Darkest Corner 
by Elizabeth Haynes  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 

Four years after being brutally attacked by Lee, her boyfriend 
at the time, Catherine is still suffering from the aftereffects of 
the crime.  It is a testament to Haynes' skill that she is able to 
create a chilling page-turner out of such unpleasant subject 
matter. This is perfect for readers who prefer their suspense 
straight up, no chaser. A runaway hit in England, where it was 
named an Amazon Best Book of the Year. 
 

Tess of the d’Ubervilles 
by Thomas Hardy  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 

Tess, whose intense vitality shines against the bleak backdrop 
of a dying way of life, is on a journey to meet her supposed kin-
a journey that will see her victimized by lust, poverty, and 
hypocrisy. The novel shocked contemporary readers with its 
honesty and remains a timeless commentary on the human 
condition. 

 

The Kitchen Counter Cooking School 
by Kathleen Flinn  ANNALISE’S PICK (Non-Fic 641.5 FLI) 
Flinn tells the inspiring story of how she helped nine others find 
their inner cook. After graduating from Le Cordon Bleu in Paris, 
she returned with no idea what to do next, until one day at a 
supermarket she watched a woman loading her cart with 
ultraprocessed foods. Flinn's "chefternal" instinct kicked in: she 
persuaded the stranger to reload with fresh foods, offering her 
simple recipes for healthy, easy meals.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

More Staff Suggestions are found on our website: 
www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Pull down the Reference tab on the homepage.  
“Book and Film Corner” 

                       Take a look! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Healing 
by Jonathan O’Dell  DANI’S PICK (Fiction)  

This is a warmhearted novel about the unbreakable bonds 
between three generations of female healers and their power 
to restore the body, the spirit, and the soul in Antebellum 
Mississippi. Inspirational and suspenseful, The Healing is the 

kind of historical fiction readers can't put down. 

 
The Sisters Brothers 
by Patrick DeWitt   LORRI’S PICK  (Fiction) 
Filled with a remarkable cast of characters from all stripes of 
life, this is an odyssey through the underworld of the 1850s 
frontier that beautifully captures the humor, melancholy, and 
grit of the Old West and two brothers bound by blood, violence, 
and love.  
 

The Sheltering Sky 
by Paul Bowles  ROBERTA’S PICK  (Fiction) 
One of the great novels of the 20th century.  A man and wife, 
Port and Kit, travel through North Africa with Tunner, a slightly 
buffoonish man.  As the three travel deeper into Africa, further 
away from the New York intelligentsia, a fever grips the novel 
and its characters. We recognize this fever as living. The 
Sheltering Sky is the ultimate adventure story. 

 

Turn Right at Machu Picchu 
by Mark Adams   JIN’S PICK (Non-Fic 985 ADA) 
In this delightful, and often humorous  travelogue, Adams 
narrates his unconventional trek to the mysterious Machu 
Picchu with an irascible Australian guide and a group of 
Quechua-speaking mule tenders, while sharing stories of the 
explorer Hiram Bingham III and his three expeditions to Peru.  
 

The Garden of Evening Mists 
by TanTwan Eng  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
Sequel to Gift of Rain, (and best read in order), Tan triumphs 
again, entwining the redemptive power of storytelling with the 
search for elusive truth, all the while juxtaposing Japan's war 
history with glorious moments of Japanese art and philosophy. 
Readers in search of spectacular writing will not be 
disappointed. 
 

The Widower’s Tale 
by Julia Glass  ANNALISE’S PICK (Fiction) 
In a historic farmhouse outside Boston, seventy-year-old Percy 
Darling is settling happily into retirement: reading novels, 
watching old movies, and swimming naked in his pond. His 
routines are disrupted, however, when he is persuaded to let a 
locally beloved preschool take over his barn. Yet again, Glass 
plumbs the human heart brilliantly, dramatically and movingly. 
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The Glass Room 
by Simon Mawer  LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 

Czech newlyweds Victor and Liesel Landauer embrace the 
future and engage a daring German architect to plan their new 
home. The story follows the fate of their house as it changes 
hands through the shifting political tides of Nazism, 
communism, and a return to democracy. 
 

The Banyan Tree 
by Christopher Nolan  ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction) 
In a saga of rural Ireland spanning the twentieth century, Nolan 
lovingly details the life and times of a spirited woman who 
struggles to keep the five fields left to her by her husband for 
the day when her prodigal younger son will surely return to 
claim them. Colorful, feisty, and filled with love and humor. 
 

Elizabeth Street 
by Laurie Fabiano  LISA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Fabiano is dead-on in her portrait of the Italian-American 
immigrant experience. This engrossing cross-generational 
saga centers on the experiences of Giovanna Costa, from the 
small Italian fishing village where she is born to the bustling 
streets of New York's Lower East Side where she struggles to 
raise her family and make a living. 
 

Walk Across the Sun 
by Corban Addison  DANI’S PICK (Fiction) 

Addison leads readers on a chilling, eye-opening journey into 
Mumbai's seedy underworld--and the nightmare of two 
orphaned girls swept into the international sex trade. The story 
is compelling, but the message is greater and will leave an 
impact on everyone who picks up the book. Readers will 
mourn the injustices depicted and celebrate the triumphs long 
after the last page is turned. 
 

Between Shades of Grey 
by Ruta Sepetys  BRENNA’S PICK (Fiction) 
Sepetys present a story about a little known aspect of history: 
Stalin’s removal of hundreds of thousands of people from 
Lithuania to work camps in Siberia. This novel is told from the 
point of view of 15 year old art student, Lina.  Lina, her mother, 
and her younger brother are separated from her father and the 
only way she can get word to him is by hiding clues in her art.  
 

The Spoiler 
by Annalena McAfee  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 

A dark comedy set in London in the late 1990s during the last 
gasp of the newspaper wars just before the dot-com tidal 
wave--about two female journalists at opposite ends of their life 
and work who become locked in a fierce tango of wills. 
 

Law of Similars 
 by Chris Bohjalian  DANI’S PICK (Fiction)  

Fast-paced and absorbing, this riveting medical thriller is about 
a lawyer, a homeopath, and a tragic death. When one of 
Carissa Lake's patients falls into an allergy-induced coma, 
possibly due to her prescribed remedy, Leland Fowler's office 
starts investigating the case. As love and legal obligations 
collide, Leland comes face-to-face with an ethical dilemma of 
enormous proportions. 

 
Room 

by Emma Donoghue  PAT P.’S PICK (Fiction) 
To five-year-old Jack, Room is the entire world. Told entirely in 
the language of the energetic, pragmatic Jack, Room is a 
celebration of resilience and the limitless bond between parent 
and child. A brilliant novel about what it means to journey from 
one world to another. 
 

The Killer Angels 
by Michael Shaara  NANCY H.’S PICK (Historical Fiction) 

Far more than rifles and bullets were carried into battle. There 
were memories. There were promises. There was love. And 
bright futures, untested innocence, and pristine beauty were 
the casualties of war. Shaara's Pulitzer Prize--winning 
masterpiece is unique, sweeping, and unforgettable--the 
dramatic story of the battleground for America's destiny.  

 
Nothing to Envy 
by Barbara Demick  PAT M.’S PICK (Non-Fic 305.8957 DEM) 
Demick takes us deep inside North Korea, beyond the reach of 
government censors. Through meticulous and sensitive 
reporting, we see average North Korean citizens fall in love, 
raise families, nurture ambitions, and struggle for survival. 
Nothing to Envy is an eye-opening look at a closed world that 
is of increasing global importance. 
 

Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 
By Junot Diaz ROBIN’S PICK (Fiction) 

Diaz immerses us in the tumultuous life of Oscar and the 
history of the family at large, rendering with genuine warmth 
and dazzling energy, humor, and insight, the Dominican-
American experience, and, ultimately, the endless human 
capacity to persevere in the face of heartbreak and loss. 
 

The Lifeboat 
by Charlotte Rogan  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 
The Lifeboat is a page-turning novel of hard choices and 
survival, narrated by a woman as unforgettable and complex 
as the events she describes. Grace is both a newlywed and a 
widow, and on trial for her life after a mysterious explosion 
aboard an ocean liner. 
 

Talk Before Sleep 
by Elizabeth Berg PAT M.’S PICK (Fiction) 

After years of shared secrets, guilty pleasures, family life and 
divorce, Ruth and Ann face a crisis that redefines the meaning 
of friendship and unconditional love when one is diagnosed 
with breast cancer. 
 

The Sandcastle Girls 
by Chris Bohjalian  DEBORAH’S PICK (Fiction) 

Parallel stories of a woman who falls in love with an Armenian 
soldier during the Armenian Genocide and a modern-day New 
Yorker prompted to rediscover her Armenian past. This is a 
powerful and moving story based on real events seldom 
discussed.  
 

Night Circus 
by Erin Morgenstern  LOIS’ PICK (Fiction) 

This first novel ushers in a menacing tone with its first 
sentence: “The circus arrives without warning.” To a famous 
magician is delivered a little girl who, as it turns out, is his child 
and she is possessed of magical powers. How will their destiny 
play out?  With appeal for readers not particularly geared to 
fantasy this is a good crossover suggestion. 
 

Brideshead Revisted 
by Evelyn Waugh  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction) 
Waugh's most celebrated novel is a memory drama about the 
intense entanglement of the narrator, Charles Ryder, with a 
great Anglo-Catholic family. Written during World War II, the 
novel mourns the passing of the aristocratic world Waugh 
knew in his youth and studies the conflict between the 
demands of religion and the desires of the flesh. 
 


