
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Secret Life of William Shakespeare 
by Jude Morgan   AMY’S PICK (Fiction MORGAN)) 
Morgan is no stranger to literary historical fiction, and readers will note that 
he takes liberties with the Bard's words, motivations, and personality while 
staying true to the spirit of the Shakespeare we all know and love. At 18, 
William Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway, a woman six years his 
senior and already pregnant. A few facts are really all that's known about 
the early life of Shakespeare.  Morgan creates an entertaining read. 
 

Idaho 
by Emily Ruskovich   LORRI’S PICK (Fiction RUSKOVICH) 
Ann attempts to piece together her husband Wade's past -namely, the 
murder of his younger daughter, May, by his ex-wife, Jenny, and the 
disappearance of his elder daughter, June. The book is set in the 
landscape of Idaho, spanning over 50 years, and depicting Ann's 
obsession and determination to figure out what happened to the girls. 
 

Anything is Possible 
by Elizabeth Strout   ROBERTA’S PICK (Fiction STROUT) 
If you miss the charming characters from Pulitzer Prize winner Elizabeth 
Strout's best-selling My Name Is Lucy Barton, you'll be happily reunited 
with them in Strout's smart and soulful Anything Is Possible. An 
unforgettable cast of small-town characters copes with love and loss.  
 

Saints for All Occasions: a novel 
by Courtney J. Sullivan   ERICA’S PICK (Fiction SULLIVAN)  
Nora and Theresa Flynn are twenty-one and seventeen when they leave 
their small village in Ireland and journey to America.  A sweeping, 
unforgettable novel about the hope, sacrifice, and love between two 
sisters and the secret that drives them apart.  
 

The Lying Game 

by Ruth Ware  KATHY’S  PICK (Fiction WARE) 
In the wake of a woman's horrifying discovery of human remains along a 
scenic tidal estuary, the members of a once-inseparable clique from a 
second-rate boarding school near the English Channel reflect on their 
participation in a dangerous game of deception that contributed to the 
death of a teacher. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
A Gentleman in Moscow 
by Amor Towles  VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction TOWLES)  
Count Alexander Rostov, in 1922, is sentenced to house arrest in the 
grand hotel Metropol.  As he carves out a new existence for himself in his 
shabby attic room and within the magnificent walls of the hotel, his 
conduct, his resolve, and his commitment to his home and to the hotel 
guests and staff form a triumph of the human spirit. 

 
Cocoa Beach: a novel 
by Beatriz Williams  AMY’S PICK (Fiction WILLIAMS) 
New York Times bestselling author Williams transports readers to sunny 
Florida in this lush and enthralling historical novel--an enchanting blend of 
love, suspense, betrayal, and redemption set among the rumrunners and 
scoundrels of Prohibition-era Cocoa Beach. 
 

The Bassoon King: my life in art, faith, and idiocy 

by Rainn Wilson  ASHLEY’S PICK (Biography WILSON) 
A comedic memoir by the actor best known for his portrayal of Dwight on 
"The Office" traces his experiences as a young misfit, his early career 
struggles, and his post-success reconnection with the artistic and creative 
values of his Baháí faith. 
 

Before We Were Yours 
by Lisa Wingate  THERESA C.’S PICK (Fiction WINGATE) 
Wingate's latest follows the interwoven story lines of Avery Stafford, a 
lawyer from a prominent South Carolina family, and Rill Foss, the eldest of 
five children who were taken from their parents' boat by an unscrupulous 
children's home in the 1930s. Wingate is a compelling storyteller, steeping 
her narrative with a forward momentum that keeps the reader engaged 
and curious. 
 
 
 

More Book Suggestions are found www.ridgewoodlibrary.org 

Take a look! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Sleepwalker 

by Chris Bohjalian  KATHY’S PICK (Fiction BOHJALIAN) 
One night when her professor husband is out of town, and while her 
teenage daughters sleep in their rooms, Annalee Ahlberg walks out her 
front door and heads toward the river. She is never seen again. Set in 
Vermont in 2000, this fusion of mystery and domestic thriller considers the 
impact of a sleepwalker's disappearance on her husband and children. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
How to Behave in a Crowd 

by Camille Bordas  ERICA’s PICK (Fiction BORDAS) 
Bordas's intriguing first novel in English consists of the personal narrative 
of Isidore (Dory) Mazal from age 11 to 14 as he struggles to understand 
his family, his hometown in France, and what little he sees of the world. 
Dory is a charming narrator, average, agreeable, and kindhearted.  This 
“dramedy” is refreshing and enjoyable and will make readers nostalgic for 
the best parts of their awkward childhoods. 

 
The Bookshop on the Corner 
by Jenny Colgan  AMY’S PICK (Fiction COLGAN) 
A "literary matchmaker" who takes joy in pairing readers with perfect 
books, moves from the city to a sleepy village where she becomes a 
bookmobile driver and rediscovers her sense of adventure while searching 
for a happy ending of her own. 
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SPQR 
by Mary Beard  CLAIRE’S PICK (Non-Fic 937 BEA)  
The first millennium of Rome is Beard's topic in this delightful and 
extensive examination of what made Rome, and why we should 
care.  Since the author is a well-known popularizer of classical studies, it is 
no surprise that this is a humorous and accessible work. 
 

The Address 
by Fiona Davis  SUSAN E.’S PICK (Fiction DAVIS) 
A compelling historical fiction about love and loss, success and ruin, 
passion and madness in Manhattan's storied Dakota apartment building.  
Within two intertwining stories that take place 100 years apart, the author 
shows how tough it could be for women in the 19th century. The historical 
asides about old New York and the Dakota's beginnings are fun to read. 
 

What Made Matty Run 
by Kate Fagan THERESA C.’S PICK (Non-Fic 616.858 FAG) 
ESPN columnist Fagan delves into the haunting story of Maddy Holleran, 
a track runner at the University of Pennsylvania whose struggles with 
depression and the pressures of sports culture ended in suicide. The 
narrative flips back and forth between chapters that recreate Maddy's life 
and essays on how athletics impact mental health of millions of people.  

 
The Art of Fielding 
by Chad Harbach VICTORIA’S PICK (Fiction HARBACH) 
An amiable, Middle American, baseball-centric coming-of-age tale. Henry 
Skrimshander seems bound for nowhere special, and fast. He's good 
enough out on the field, but not quite good enough for the Majors or the 
Ivy League, as he knows.  In the end, nothing ever quite turns out like 
anyone expects, which, as grown-ups know, is the nature of life. 
 

News of the World 
by Paulette Jiles  PAT’S and ERICA’S PICK (Fiction JILES) 
After the Civil War, an aging itinerant news reader agrees to transport a 
young captive of the Kiowa back to her people, an aunt and uncle she 
does not remember--strangers who regard her as an unwanted burden. 
The reader becomes immersed in the dusty Texan landscape, witnessing 
the anguish, fear, compassion, and joy in the unlikely pair's journey. 
 

Made for Love 
by Alyssa Nutting  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction NUTTING) 
Moving to a senior citizen trailer park with her father, Hazel, the estranged 
wife of a corporate CEO who demanded she install a brain chip so that 
they could be constantly connected, tries to carve out a new life while her 
ex uses sophisticated technology to stalk her. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
How to Find Love in a Bookshop 
by Veronica Henry AMY’S PICK (Fiction HENRY) 
The enchanting story of a book shop, its owner, a supportive literary 
community, and the extraordinary power of books to heal the heart.  There 
are serious depths within Henry's latest as characters navigate 
relationships, heartaches, and grief. 

 
When Breath Becomes Air 
By Paul Kalanithi  JIN’S PICK (Biog KALANITHI) 
With incredible literary quality, philosophical acuity, and medical authority, 
facing mortality is approached from the dual perspective of the 
neurosurgeon Kalanithi, who spent a decade meeting patients in the 
twilight between life and death, and the terminally ill patient Kalanithi who 
suddenly found himself living as a terminal cancer patient.  

 
The Lowland 
by Jhumpa Lahiri  ERICA’S PICK (Fiction LAHIRI) 
Set in both India and America, The Lowland is a tale of two brothers 
bound by tragedy, a fiercely brilliant woman haunted by her past, a country 
torn by revolution, and a love that lasts long past death. 
 

The Bridge to Brilliance 
by Nadia Lopez  THERESA C.’S PICK (Non-Fic  371.01 LOP) 
Lopez details her struggles and triumphs as the principal of Mott Hall 
Bridges Academy, the middle school she founded in a poverty-ridden 
section of Brooklyn. Her lessons on leadership and respect would also be 
useful at home and in the corporate world. 
 

Everything You Want Me To Be 
by Mindy Mejia  KERRI’S PICK (Fiction MEJIA) 
A teenage girl's murder splits apart a rural Minnesota community, 
uncovering not only her secrets, but also those of the town. Mejia explores 
manipulation and identity in this compelling psychological thriller . 

The Admissions  
by Meg Mitchell Moore  AMY’S PICK (Fiction MOORE)  
Moore captures the frazzled pressure cooker of modern life as a 
seemingly perfect family comes undone by a few desperate measures, 
long-buried secrets—and college applications!. 
 

Mata Hari’s Last Dance 
by Michelle Moran   PAT’S PICK (Fiction MORAN) 
As Mata Hari awaits her fate in a grim Parisian prison in 1917, she is 
visited by a reporter determined to peel away the layers of intrigue and 
mystery.  Moran expertly balances fact and fiction and brings to vibrant life 
the famed world of Mata Hari: dancer, courtesan, and possibly, spy. 
 

Little Fires Everywhere 
by Celeste Ng  ROBERTA’S and ERICA’S PICK (Fiction NG) 
When the eccentric and itinerant artist Mia Warren and her 15-year-old 
daughter, Pearl, move into a rental house in Shaker Heights, Ohio, neither 
they nor their conventional, affluent landlords, the Richardsons, have any 
reason to anticipate how dangerously enmeshed the two families will 
become. This novel is an intricate and captivating portrait of an eerily 
perfect suburban town with its dark not-quite-hidden undertones. 
 

Behold the Dreamers 
by Imbolo Mbue   PAT’S PICK (Fiction MBUE) 
A debut novel about marriage, immigration, class, race, and the trapdoors 
in the American Dream--the story of a young Cameroonian couple making 
a new life in New York just as the Great Recession upends the economy.  
Mbue challenges us to consider what it takes to make us genuinely 
content, and how long is too long to live with our dreams deferred. 
 

Commonwealth 
by Ann Patchett  LORRI’S PICK (Fiction PATCHETT) 
Patchett draws from personal experience for a funny, sad, and ultimately 
heart-wrenching family portrait: a collage of parents, children, stepchildren, 
siblings, and stepsiblings in 1960s California.   Commonwealth is a 
meditation on inspiration, interpretation, and the ownership of stories. It is 
a brilliant and tender tale of the far-reaching ties of love and responsibility 
that bind us together.  
 
 

Good Omens: the nice and accurate prophesies of 
Agness Nutter, witch 
by Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett KERRI’S PICK (Fiction GAIMAN) 
A zany novel of religious and social satire featuring a devil and an angel 
who join forces to prevent Armageddon (which would spoil their 
comfortable life-styles) by chasing down the Antichrist, a nice but 
invulnerable 11-year-old boy. This novel is definitely an acquired taste, but 
when one considers the popularity of the authors, it's obvious that there 
are plenty of readers who have indeed acquired the taste. 


